
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

If you passed by Elmsdale Lumber this summer, you 

might have noticed the planters that grace our front 

yard.  Last year we celebrated our 100th anniversary and 

some of the fellows here built a train out of logs for our 

entry in the Canada Day parade.  We also utilized this 

train on our entry into the Santa Claus Parade.  Angie 

strongly hinted that we not dispose of these trains as 

she wanted to use them this summer as planters for 

the front yard.  Most of us thought this was a great 

idea, however, some were quite skeptical. 

 

As it turns out, the planters have drawn the attention 

of our neigbours.  We have received calls about the 

trains inquiring if they are for sale, comments on how 

nice they look and requests for plans, so folks can build 

their own.  I have been stopped at various locations 

throughout our neighbourhood by folks to tell me how 

nice the planters look.  Pat White, from Sangsters Auto 

even brought over solar lights for the front of the 

engines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Until next month, enjoy the view!  Gennie 

 

  

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

  Jan 2 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Jun 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Jul 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Aug 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

The minutes from our August Safety meeting are on the 

bulletin boards. 

We’re very excited to tell you that we finished our “safety 

year” with 80 points representing 6 months 

accident/incident free!  This is a significant achievement 

only done a few times before.  Congratulations to all team 

members, it is truly is a group effort.  We were proud to 

distribute the 2017/2018 safety awards at our group 

safety meeting & summer BBQ held earlier this week. 

 

We updated our First Aid certifications on August 29.  We 

had a full class of 9 people attending, which includes 

representatives from the planer mill, sawmill and bin 

sorter, yard, boiler, and office, so we are well covered.  

Thanks to those who volunteered and those who were 

“volun-told”. 

 

We’d like to thank Brian Giddens & Darren Isenor for 

completing our quarterly inspections earlier this month.  

We have one or two minor action items to complete 

because of the inspections & will get them done as quickly 

as possible. 

 

School days are just around the corner.  HRM kids start 

school on Wed., Sept. 5th & Colchester East Hants kids 

start school on Thurs., Sept. 6th.  Watch your speed limit 

in those school zones as it reduces to 30 km/hour when 

kids are present.  Good luck to all the kids heading out 

next week, have a great year. 

 

Mark Wilber, Craig Isenor, Angie Kainola, Brian Giddens, 

Don Isenor, Darren Isenor 
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  Notes from the President 

 

As reported in our previous newsletters, our planer 

required some much-needed repair work to the shifting 

mechanism that shifts the sideheads in and out.  Rather 

than installing new Yates parts, we decided to upgrade to 

a Gilbert shifting system.  After a few months of careful 

planning, we stopped production of the planer on 

Thursday, Sept 23rd and worked throughout the weekend 

to complete this project.  The Gilbert technician, Jimmy, is 

a very nice young man and extremely knowledgeable.  He 

did a great job, along with our crew consisting of Dwight, 

Frenchie, Jason Molnar, Mark, Justin Isenor, Darren Isenor 

and Craig Isenor. 

 

Tests were run on Monday morning and everything seems 

to be running perfectly.  As usual, great job guys.  Our 

guys can tell you much more about this system than me, 

but I can tell you that the sets are extremely accurate and 

run with Servo motors.  We are also confident the locking 

system will elevate some of the problems we have 

experienced.  One of many interesting items is that we can 

now make minor adjustments using an iPad.  This will 

allow Dwight to stand at the grading station and 

immediately watch the results of his adjustments.  Not 

that long ago, if you told me we could do such a thing, I 

would have told you that you were crazy.  Technology is a 

wonderful thing. 

 

The equipment we have ordered for the sawmill should 

arrive late spring/early summer 2019.  Prior to the 

installation of this equipment, we will build a new steel 

building over top of a good portion of the existing sawmill 

building.  This is a complicated build and requires careful 

planning.  J W Lindsay Construction has been contracted 

to look after the construction of the building.  This past 

Wednesday, we had another onsite meeting with the 

Lindsay’s Peter Cox, to iron out several issues we ear-

marked as concerns.  Our original plan was to have the 

building portion completed by Christmas.  Because of the 

issues we have addressed, the start date has been 

somewhat delayed.  Lindsay’s are still confident that our 

building will be completed some time in the new year.  I 

will attempt to keep you posted. 

Notes from the President, con’t 

 

As you know, our shavings containment building is 

now complete and in use.  This should greatly 

enhance the quality of fuel going into the fire box at 

the boiler, particularly in the winter months.  We are 

also hopeful that our neigbours will experience 

much, much less dust coming from our shavings bin 

when they are dumped and pushed into our 

containment building.  This project started with an 

idea from Warren and Rob.  Our management team 

took a hard look at their idea and over 2 or 3 months 

of planning, the team made some major and minor 

changes from the original idea.  In the end, we 

ended up with a much better plan and another prime 

example of great team work.  The more heads 

taking a good hard look at any idea will almost 

certainly end up with a better result. 

 

Last weekend, our grandson Ty and his East Hants 

Mastodon 12-year-old fastball team played in the 

Eastern Canadian Championships.  They went 

through the tournament undefeated.  The last game 

was a nail-biter.  As the boys are only 12 years old, 

the games are only 6 innings long.  After 3 innings, 

our boys were down 4 to 1.  No runs were scored in 

the 4th.  Down 3 runs and only 2 innings left to play, 

the parents and grandparents in the stands now 

required a massive dose of Valium.  In the bottom 

of the 5th, our boys rallied the score with 4 runs, 

making it 5 to 4.  In the top of the 6th, our pitcher 

was in the groove, striking out the first batter.  Our 

fielders made 2 great plays to complete the top of 

inning and the U12 Eastern Canadian Fast Pitch 

Championship was theirs.  It was like watching your 

favourite team live in the 7th game of the World 

Series.  The great thing about watching the kids play 

is observing their abilities improve.  Three short 

years ago, these boys could hardly catch a ball, not 

to mention being able to throw it to 1st base.  In one 

of the earlier games, Ty was pitching, bases loaded, 

1 out.  The batter had a short hit and after one 

bounce within 10’ – 15’  of the pitching mound, Ty 

fielded the ball and had the presence of mind to 

throw it to home plate and, after making 
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Notes from the President’s Corner, con’t 

 

the tag, the catcher fired a bullet to first base, double 

play!  They retired the inning leaving 2 on base.  In my 

book, TSN play of the month.  Am I too excited and 

proud, well maybe? 

Just for Fun 

 

Each day in the Chronicle Hearld at the bottom of page 

2, there is a Today in History and they report on things 

that happened on the same day in years past.  Quite 

often I read something I find quite interesting or 

something which tickles my funny-bone.  This past 

week, it was reported that in 1904, the first jail 

sentence for speeding was handed down in Newport, 

Rhode Island.  The fine – 5 days for driving 32 kms/hr. 

 

Until next month, times, they are a changing.  Robin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes from Sales 

 

Over the past couple of months, I have reported about 

a decrease in lumber prices. We did experience 

significant decreases in June, July and the first part of 

August.  We were also anticipating the market to turn 

around in September and clear the way for a busier fall.  

Well, I am happy to report that prices stabilized by the 

middle of August and are trending higher, but at a very 

cautious rate. Buyers are still nervous, but mills have 

sold enough wood to keep them busy well into 

September.  At this point, we expect volumes to 

continue to increase and prices to continue to slowly 

trend higher for the next few months. 

 

 

Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

September is also a busy month for annual bookings 

and we are already talking about treater programs 

and planning for 2019.  Our usual customers are 

putting their volumes together for the year and we 

will be meeting with them to discuss pricing and all 

the other related details.  September and October 

are always busy months as they tend to set our 

course for the year ahead. 

 

Until next month, let’s plan for good times in 2019. 

 

Cheers, Derek 

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

The independent review of Forest Practices in Nova 

Scotia was released last Tuesday.  The review written 

by William Lahey provides recommendations to our 

government on balancing forestry practices in Nova 

Scotia.  The report is lengthy, so I will not get into 

the details, however, in general, it recommends a 

triad approach to managing our forests with the 

idea that if implemented it would balance 

environmental, social, and economic values.  Mr. 

Lahey recommends because all values ultimately 

depend on the ecosystems and biodiversity, it is 

necessary that the priority of the balance is to 

protect and enhance ecosystems with the other 

values, such as social and economic values, not 

receive the same weight.  In the report, Mr. Lahey 

does recognize the need to have intensively 

managed areas to achieve this balance.  This is 

something our forest industry is aware of this as 

crucial to our long-term success.  It remains to be 

seen how our government will react to this report 

and what, when, and if these recommendations will 

be implemented.  We will keep you posted. 

 

Chris Gourley, who I have known for some time 

through forestry activities as well as personally, is 

an avid mountain climber.  I always look forward to 

hearing about his experiences when I see him, which 

usually consists of some interesting stories. 

 



 

 

Page 4 

 
Wood N You Like To Know 

  Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

What a Month We Are Having! 

As we all know, it’s been a hot, humid, sticky month.  

But let me tell ya, everything is cool and groovy here 

on the top of the hill in the planer.  We had a couple 

of heat pumps installed this month.  What a God send.  

Thanks a bunch.  We have air conditioning, 3 

microwaves, a fridge, and indoor plumbing.  As I 

think back to when I started here, that was not always 

the case.  Plus, I learned that my medical insurance 

will cover me until I am 85 years young as long as I 

am still employed here.  I also learned that I could 

work as long as I like as long as I am still productive 

and capable.  I am left wondering how this works.  

Does a third, independent party make that 

determination or is it the company’s call?  I guess I’ll 

cross that bridge if and when I reach that milestone. 

But wait, that wasn’t all we got this month.  We got 

our annual raise.  I am not sure what I want to spend 

mine on.  I am just biding my time and watching what 

the other guys buy and maybe I will get an idea.  For 

example, Matt got himself a new pair of summer 

rubber boots.  Ah, not for me, but each to their own I 

guess.  Whitey went out and bought a boat for the 

cottage.  He got himself a little two-seater pedal boat.  

Nick went halves with his brother and bought a bass 

boat with all the bells and whistles.  It also came with 

a trailer for hauling it around, WOW!  Slink went out 

and bought a pair of orange and black kicks for work.  

They are really sharp looking and, personally, I think 

they would go great with a pair of my work PJ’s.  So, I 

am giving some serious thought to this.  Last, but not 

least, I noticed that Craig Isenor went out and got a 

new, Big Ass, white GMC truck. 

 

Notes from Woodlands’ con’t 

 

However, for this article, I am not writing about him.  You 

see, Chris’s daughter Olivia, who is 14 years old, has 

seemed to catch the adventure bug from her father.  In 

2017, at the age of 12, Olivia accompanied her father and 

trekked to an altitude of 15,000 feet on the Salkantay 

Pass in Peru.  As remarkable as that is, I first should back 

up a bit and explain that the year before this trip Olivia 

was diagnosed with Scoliosis of the spine and had to 

undergo a pretty invasive surgery to correct the curve. 

Olivia handled it like a champ and had a successful 

recovery ultimately making it to Peru.  The story gets 

even more interesting from here as Olivia is now, along 

with her father, planning to ski to the South Pole.  If 

successful, she will be the youngest person to ever 

accomplish this. 

 

The endeavour is extremely complicated, expensive, and 

requires detailed planning and preparation to even 

attempt, let alone be successful.  They will be challenged 

with extreme cold temperatures, 10,000 ft. elevations, 

and severe headwinds, among other serious obstacles.   

The trip which is scheduled for December next year and 

begins with a 20- hour flight from Halifax to Punta 

Arenas, Chile, where they will wait for appropriate 

weather conditions to board a flight on an Ilyushin IL – 76 

Russian transport plane to the Union glacier in Antarctica. 

They will not be assisted in anyway once they begin the 

trek by ski, which they expect will take up to three weeks, 

all while pulling 100 lb. sleds. They must be completely 

self-sufficient during the trek and will only have the 

shelter of a tent. 

 

I am always amazed at the adventures Chris has gone on, 

but I must say, Olivia’s will top them all.  I think this is a 

great story of determination and an inspiration of what is 

possible despite challenges and obstacles one might 

face. I encourage you to check out Olivia’s journey at 

https://www.oliviagourley.com/.  There is some pretty 

cool sponsor options and ways to keep updated as this 

unfolds. 

Good Luck Olivia! 

 

Until next time, Jason and the Woodlands Team 

 

https://www.oliviagourley.com/
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 Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Very, very impressive.  It is pretty sharp looking, inside 

and out.  Now Craig, I didn’t go in your truck, but I did 

peek in the window and kick the tires.  Those are just 

a few of the purchases I have noticed so far. 

We shut down for a couple of days to add some 

improvements to the planer.  During the installation, 

Tara and I gutted the lunchroom.  It’s been a long while 

since it has seen a new coat of paint.  We hauled the 

fridge out to be cleaned as I am pretty sure something 

died in it a couple of years back based on the foul odor 

coming out of it.  After all of this, we topped it off with 

a BBQ on August 29th.  A good month for sure! 

Bad Dog – Bad Dog 

Earlier this month, when Nick arrived for work, he was 

a little upset.  As we all sat around the table before we 

started our day, Nick said he was going to get pizza 

for lunch.  Now, those of you that don’t know, Nick 

gets a big slice every Friday for lunch.  Someone 

reminded him that it was Wednesday, not Friday.  He 

said, “I know but my friggin’ dog ate my friggin’ peanut 

butter and jelly sandwich out of my friggin’ lunchbox 

this morning.”  He went on to explain that after he 

makes his lunch each morning, he sets it in the porch, 

so he is ready when his drive comes to pick him up.  

He then goes back to the kitchen for breakfast.  Upon 

going out to wait for his drive he noticed his sandwich 

was gone.  Nothing there but a big wet spot.  The dog 

must have eaten the sandwich and the sandwich bag. 

He said he went back into the kitchen to confront the 

dog.  I asked him what he did.  He told me that he hit 

the dog.  I asked, “What?”  Again, he told me that he 

hit him, and the dog started to cower.  I thought to 

myself, I would probably cower if you raised your hand 

to me because it is so out of character for Nick to do 

something like this.   Poor dog. 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

ELCO Open 2018 

Once again, on Saturday, September 15, we will be 

getting together at River Oaks for our golf tournament.  

I believe we played River Oaks 3 or 4 years ago.  It is a 

beautiful course, and if I am not mistaken, the first hole 

runs parallel to the parking lot.  Jason Casey, please 

correct me if I am wrong. 

I have my fingers crossed for a nice day.  Although I 

didn’t consult with Craig on this, we (I) would like to 

implement one rule this year for the tournament.  We 

have the same rule here at work from Monday thru 

Friday.   

Before the tournament begins, before the tournament 

begins, after the tournament ends and during breaks, 

please feel free to use (play) with your cellphones.  

Otherwise, leave them in your pocket, golf bag, etc.  I 

know I may be asking a lot and after a couple of holes, 

if you should start to get bored, talk to your golf partner.  

It is almost the same thing you do now, except you 

actually speak words instead of typing them.  And, just 

in case you are wondering what the proper term is for 

this activity, it is called having a conversation. 

 

 You’ve Come a Long Way 

 

Two years ago, we built a new garage here at ELCO.  As 

construction was taking place, I mentioned to Stephen 

Thompson we could put a putting green in as well.  He 

said that was something we could consider.  He 

suggested that we could use it for practicing our putting 

skills and Gennie could use it for a driving range.  

Unfortunately, we ran out of space and it didn’t happen. 
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August 50/50 

 

Aug 3  Brian Giddens 

Aug 10  Matthew Dillman 

Aug 17  Gennie Himelman 

Aug 24  Amanda White 

Aug 31  Jason Molnar 

August Anniversaries 

Trevor Hare  29 years 

Justin McLellan 1 year 

Lars Perry  1 years 

September Birthdays 

 

Darrell Davis  Sept 20 

Craig Isenor  Sept 23 

Justin Isenor  Sept 2 

Shawn Preeper  Sept 20 

Amanda White  Sept 3 

Chris Wilber  Sept 27 

 

Notes from Greg Grant’s Corner 

 

Elmsdale Lumber has been a sponsor of the Atlantic 

Teacher's Tour, organized by the Canadian Woodlands 

Forum since its inception many years ago. Downey has 

always been a big advocate of this event and makes a 

personal appearance at it every year.  For the last 6 or 

7 years, Downey has handed me the responsibility to 

find a teacher to sponsor.  He wants to make sure that 

ELCO continues this commitment after he eventually 

retires.  The last guess we had for that day was that 

Downey would be here when Stephen, Jason, and I have 

packed it in.  I have made it a point to attend at least 

one day of the tour since I became involved, but this 

year, due to commitments here at ELCO, I had to let 

Downey represent us alone. 

 

The following email chain is what makes me believe 

this is worthwhile. It will be a long uphill battle 

educating the general population that our industry is 

more environmentally conscious than perceived, but it 

is a battle worth fighting.  It is equally important that 

we teach the educators of the next generation, so they 

can pass on their acquired knowledge, and hopefully, 

inspire some of their students to get the education 

required to get involved in our industry. I received the 

email below from a teacher who attended the Annual 

Teacher’s Tour. 

 

 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, cont 

Just as well, because earlier this month I attended a golf 

tournament along with Gennie.  At the end of the tournament, 

prizes were given out for first, second and third place 

finishes, as well as some individual awards; closest to the 

hole, longest drive male, and longest drive female.  The latter 

two were both on the same hole.  After teeing off on this hole 

and as I was walking toward the green, I came upon the sign 

for the lady’s longest drive.  Usually, this is a competition 

between two ladies who always seem to be battling it out for 

the prize.  As I looked down to read the name on the sign, I 

was a little surprised (pleasantly so) to see neither of these 

names on the sheet.  This year’s longest drive for the females 

was awarded to Gennie.  Congratulations. 
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 Notes from Greg Grant’s Corner, con’t 

As a woodlot owner myself, I was very engaged and 

excited by what I saw.  Suffice it to say, I will most 

certainly be carrying my newfound knowledge and 

enthusiasm back to the classroom and even have 

plans to adapt the agriculture course I teach to include 

a much larger forestry component.  Adrian Pearson, 

Recruitment Officer at the Maritime College of Forest 

Technology will most definitely be receiving 

applications from my students, as will the other 

Atlantic forestry programs. 

Once again, please accept my heartfelt thanks for 

allowing me to participate in this extremely 

worthwhile, life-changing event.   My students will 

benefit a lot! 

All the best, 

Barbara Silburt 

From: Greg Grant <Greg@elmsdalelumber.ca> 
Sent: August 21, 2018 2:11 PM 
To: Barbara 
Subject: RE: Forests Worth Knowing - Atlantic Teachers' 
Tour THANK YOU  
 
Hello Barbara: 

I’m glad you enjoyed the Teacher’s Tour and that you 
found it worthwhile to attend. I have passed your 
email on to the people at the Canadian Woodlands 
Forum, and to my management team at Elmsdale 
Lumber as well. We have been involved with this 
program since its inception and will continue to do so 
for all future tours as we believe educating others, 
and especially the next generation, is a very important 
part of the future of our industry. 

Thanks again for your comments. 

Greg Grant 
Woodlands Operations Manager 
 

Notes from Greg Grant’s Corner, con’t 

From: Barbara <barbarasilburt@hotmail.com>  

Sent: Monday, August 20, 2018 5:42 PM 

To: Greg Grant <Greg@elmsdalelumber.ca> 

Subject: Forests Worth Knowing - Atlantic Teachers' 

Tour THANK YOU 

Dear Mr. Grant, 

I just wanted to thank you for the absolutely fantastic 

four days I spent last week in Moncton on the Atlantic 

Teachers' Tour.  I learned so much about the forestry 

industry and made many valuable contacts.   

Mostly, however, I came away extremely inspired. As 

a Biology/Environmental Science/Agricultural 

Science teacher, who runs an Environmental Science 

after-school program, I have many opportunities to 

connect with young people, many of whom are 

disenchanted with the world and uncertain about 

their futures.  The numerous "good news" stories I 

learned about - such as the Moncton biomass energy 

project, the Whaleghinbran Farm carbon 

sequestration project, and the 3,500-acre 

McLaughlin Demo Forest (to name just a few) - were 

both enlightening and very promising and I will be 

sure to share these and many other such progressive 

regional projects with my students.  As well, the 

cutting-edge technology on display at the live 

harvesting operation, the tree nursery, the research 

lab, and the sawmill were extremely impressive, as 

were the many innovations presented during the 

lecture portion of the tour.    

of Halifax   

P.S.  Lovely to meet Mr. 'Downey' from your 

organization.  Continued good wishes on his recent 

birthday. 
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