
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

In last month’s newsletter, I reported I was properly 

reprimanded for not reporting a significant anniversary!  

Regretfully, I must report I made another over-sight in 

April’s newsletter.  Maybe it is time for me to retire my 

position of editor but at this point, I can’t seem to find 

anyone who wants to take on this prestigious position.  

So, in the meantime, I will humbly apologize to Greg Grant 

for not reporting that on May 15, 2018, he turned 46 

years young.  He and Warren Hirtle share the same 

birthdate and interestingly, I reported Warren’s birthday 

in the newsletter.  I am not sure what that says!  I suppose 

the only proper remedy for my error is to treat Greg to the 

Friday buffet at the Hilton Garden Inn.  If I continue to 

keep making these oversights, I might have to look for a 

second job. 

 

On May 8th, it was my pleasure to attend a meeting hosted 

by the East Hants Heritage Society.  The guest speaker 

was Downey Thompson.  He was invited to talk about his 

years of experience working in the woods and the 

evolution of change he has witnessed.  There were more 

than 50 people in attendance and from my vantage point, 

the crowd was hanging onto his every word.  A couple of 

his comments generated lots of laughter.  In particular, 

the comment he made about the continued need for 

lumber and the fact no one has invented a good substitute 

for toilet paper.  Following the meeting, a light snack was 

provided and an opportunity for folks to have a chat with 

Downey.  Lots of folks took the opportunity to shake his 

hand and express their appreciation for his presentation.    

Well done, Downey! 

 

I am off to Spain at the end of the month.  My sister-in-

law, Alice, and I are going to spend a day in Barcelona and 

then head out on a cruise, making several stops along the 

coastline of the Mediterranean.  We are getting very 

excited! 

 

Until next month, enjoy all that spring has to offer. 

Gennie 

 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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 Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

  Jan 2 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted on 

the bulletin boards around the property.  Please take a 

moment to review them & be sure to ask your supervisor 

or any member of our safety committee about any 

questions you may have. 

 

Earlier this week, Craig Isenor & Angie Kainola attended a 

session on “Substance Use in the Workplace”, 

compliments of the Forestry Safety Society.  With the 

pending legalization of marijuana, some may be 

wondering how that will affect policy in the workplace.  

With safety as our most pressing concern, our policy 

dictates a zero-tolerance for any substance that could 

impair (legal or not).  This includes, but is not limited to, 

alcohol, drugs, certain medications, and marijuana.  If you 

have any questions or require further explanation, please  

contact your safety committee representative or your 

supervisor. 

 

We held our quarterly group safety meeting this month 

and would like to thank Marion Manning for making her 

delicious Beef & Barley soup to feed our team.  Andrew 

MacDonald & David Beaver from Blue Cross joined us for 

this meeting to give us a brief presentation on our group 

insurance coverage and answer any questions our team 

had.  After the meeting, Gennie & Angie had a quick 

meeting with Andrew & David & they learned that Blue 

Cross has an app available from the App Store that people 

can download & use to submit claims quickly and view 

claims history, among other things.  If you’re an app 

person, you might want to check it out. 
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Notes from the Safety Committee, con’t 

 

May is skin cancer awareness month.  UV exposure from 

the sun is one of the main causes of skin cancer, and also 

one of the most preventable.  As you start your spring 

yardwork projects, and as we all start spending more time 

outside enjoying the nicer weather, don’t forget your 

sunscreen and hat. 

 

Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Mark 

Wilber, Don Isenor, Darren Isenor & Brian Giddens 

 

Notes from the President 

Next week we should see the completion of our new 

shavings containment building.  It will be interesting to 

see how well this works and how much dust from the 

shavings we can stop from drifting over to our neighbours.  

It will also be a huge benefit to Rob and Warren at the 

boiler room to have dry, clean, rock free shavings.  Rocks 

love to bake together in the boiler and cause considerable 

damage. 

  

Our Yates American planer needs some replacement parts.  

The positioning system which changes the thickness and 

widths is worn out and needs to be replaced.  We have 

ordered parts from Gilbert Products Inc. in Quebec.  Mark 

tells me that this is a 3-axis positioning system running 

servomotors.  This will make it much easier for Whitey to 

set his sizes with much more accuracy.  The parts should 

arrive in the very near future.  We will keep you posted. 

 

Stephen Molnar requires some changes in our sawdust 

blower piping system.  Our friend, Daniel Beaupre of 

Rodrique Metal Ltee in Quebec, has looked at this in the 

past.  Stephen has some improvements in mind which he 

and Daniel will iron out this week.  The parts will be 

installed from July 26 – 29.  There should be no disruption 

in production time. 

Notes from the Sawmill, con’t 

Also, we are planning to make some upgrades in the 

sawmill over the next year.  To accommodate the new 

equipment, we will need to make more room in the 

sawmill.  Over the past few days, we were visited by 

some surveyors from J.W. Lindsay Construction.  They 

are measuring our existing building and determining 

the best approach to construct a new metal building 

over a portion of the existing sawmill.  The new building 

will encompass the trimming and filing end of the 

sawmill.  Upon completion of this task, Lindsay’s will 

prepare plans for our approval. 

 

On another note, this past week, there were another 10 

students killed in a school shooting in the US.  My son-

in-law, Darcy found some interesting statistics I would 

like to share with you.  The number of school shootings 

that have happened worldwide since the year 2000 are:  

England 0, Greece 1, Netherlands 1, Spain 1, India 1, 

Argentina 1, Russia 1, China 3, Mexico 4, Australia 5, 

Canada 5, Germany 5, South Africa 5, USA 213.  And, 

one of the proposed solutions for the United States is to 

put guns in every classroom.  Is there something wrong 

with this thinking, or is it just me? 

 

For something a little more fun, I would love to watch 

Peter Dillman’s reaction when he reads the following 

statistics.  The Winnipeg Jets have never been to a 

Stanley Cup final in 24 seasons.  The Washington 

Capitals have played in 1 Stanley Cup final in 43 

previous seasons.  The Toronto Maple Leafs haven’t 

been to a Stanley Cup final in 51 years, the Vegas Golden 

Nights will make their first Stanley Cup appearance after 

just 227 days of play.  Too cute! 

 

Until next month, Robin 
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Notes from Sales, con’t 

As I have been reporting the last few months, the lumber 

market continues to push forward.  We are experiencing very 

strong demand and record high prices.  Production levels 

across Canada are below levels of last year and everyone is 

struggling to keep up with their order files. Log supply 

continues to be tight.  Flooding in different areas have shut 

mills down.  Two significant wildfires have been reported in 

BC.  Along with the strengthening US economy, these issues 

have led to the perfect storm of very strong demand and lack 

of supply.  Where it goes from here, nobody knows but at 

these levels there are many areas of potential concern. The 

markets are moving up very fast.  Historically, this type of 

movement has never been healthy and normally leads to a 

fast correction at some point.  Credit limits for customers are 

under a lot of pressure as increased prices make it harder for 

people to pay bills. High lumber prices often attract 

alternative products such as steel studs or composites. 

 

Don’t get me wrong, we are in a great cycle but need to be 

aware and very cautious that we don’t get blindsided by all 

the hype.  We are currently in the prime building season and 

both the Canadian and US markets are consuming a lot of 

wood. It would seem logical that this strength is here to stay 

for a while.  We also must remember that with all this strong 

demand, costs have also increased.  The demand for logs has 

increased, so log prices increase.  The demand for trucks 

increase, so we pay more for trucking.  The demand for fuel 

increases so, we pay more for fuel and the list goes on and 

on. However, it is good for the economy as it creates a 

demand for jobs and makes for stronger companies which 

will help weather the next weak market.  Economic cycles are 

great, but it would be a lot better if we could predict them 

better. 

  

Until next month, that’s my rant and I am sticking to it. 

Derek 

Notes from Woodlands 

As conditions continue to dry after the spring thaw, we are 

anticipating an increase in log deliveries.  We have some work 

to do before we are comfortable with our inventory and size 

mix, and as a result, will continue to encourage our suppliers 

to keep the logs coming.  As always, we hope to see their 

continued support as it is very much appreciated. 

 

Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

On Saturday, May 12, Stephen Thompson and I had 

the opportunity to give a presentation at the 

Federation of Nova Scotia Woodland Owners AGM. 

Stephen was contacted a while back by Stacie Carroll, 

the Federation’s Executive Director, to see if he was 

interested in sharing ELCO’S story with the talk 

themed “100 years of sustainability”.  Stephen 

graciously accepted the offer and then decided to 

focus the presentation on two company areas.  We 

split the presentation.  Stephen highlighted ELCO’s 

company profile and history and I touched on our 

woodlands department and forest management 

approach.  Back when this opportunity presented 

itself, we immediately recognized the importance of 

reaching out to an organization representing private 

woodlot owners. Over 50% of our wood supply comes 

from small private woodlots.  Their involvement in 

forest management is crucial to the province’s long-

term sustainability.  It was great to be able to share 

some of our history and our long running connection 

to the forested land base.  We had first hand evidence 

of this as Downey Thompson joined us.  He is, 

undoubtedly, the best personal example of our 

legacy with woodlot management.  We were also able 

to present some of the harvesting and silviculture 

treatments we use and the direct benefits of 

intensive forest management on the sustainability of 

high quality fiber.  We also brought to light our 

acknowledgement of multiple values private woodlot 

owners may want to manage for and the importance 

we hold in tailoring our prescriptions and 

recommendations to the woodlot owner’s values.  

 

Organizations such as the FNSWO are excellent 

resources for private woodlot owners to be engaged 

with in managing their woodlots. They are also a 

great avenue for us to continue to build on the 

relationship between industry and the woodlot owner 

sector.  This is vital to the long-term prosperity of 

both. 

 

Until next month, Jason and the Woodlands Team 
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Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

Say What? 

From time to time, not very often mind you, I hear a word 

used here at work which takes me a little aback.  Not so 

much the word, but more so by the person who uses the 

word.  I’ll be honest, sometimes when this happens, I think 

to myself, “I would never have guessed that person 

possesses that word in their vocabulary, let alone use it in 

the right context.”  I find doing crosswords and lexicons 

are a good way to learn words and their definitions.  This 

person doesn’t strike me as a lexicon doer, maybe an over-

the-shoulder helper, but not a doer.  Such was the case at 

a recent Wednesday meeting.  I heard someone use the 

word “precarious”.  I would like to try and use it in a 

sentence.  For example, let’s say, oh, I don’t know, - 

Stephen hit a beautiful tee shot, when it took a precarious 

bounce.  As he approached the ball for his second shot, he 

saw it was directly behind a tree which left him in a 

precarious position.  He accidently bumped the ball with 

his foot and now he is no longer in a precarious position.  

Precarious! 

Get out of the Way 

Tyler and Nick had quite a week earlier this month.  On 

Monday, on their way to work, they hit a skunk.  Nick said 

it was a pretty potent smell.  Then, on Wednesday, Tyler 

hit a deer.  Nick said the car looked in pretty bad shape 

when it crawled into his driveway.  The main thing is 

nobody was hurt.  There are two ways to look at what 

happened Tyler.  It sucks that you wrote your car off, there 

is no question about that!  But, on the other hand, there 

are people who spend big money, buy a gun, get a hunting 

license and take time off work just to hit a deer with a 

bullet and come away empty handed.  So, it could have 

been worse.  I hear you got yourself another car, a Ford 

Focus.  You know what focus means, don’t you?  If you are 

not sure, ask Nick, he has the answer.  Anyway, enjoy your 

new ride and safe travels. 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Busy as a B 

With spring finally here, Craig and Mark have been 

bringing up a lot of small orders.  They entrusted 

this job to none other than B.  Along with his regular 

duties, he has been picking out all these orders to 

help.  Great job B. 

Thank You 

Earlier this month, I had a chance to meet with Sam 

from RBC.  She was in our boardroom to review our 

pension plan with those interested.  As I will soon 

be getting ready to enter a new chapter of my life, I 

appreciated the opportunity to go over my finances 

with her.  The first thing I asked Sam to do was to 

put things in layman’s terms, so I could understand.  

No point having a meeting when you don’t 

understand what it is you are talking about.  I never 

really gave it much thought at the time Robin 

brought us the pension plan we now have, but as I 

get closer to the end of my employment, I am really 

thankful to have it.  One of the first questions Sam 

asked me is if I knew when I was going to retire.  

She also informed me that everything we talked 

about was confidential.  So, yes Craig, I gave her my 

answer.  Sam answered all my questions clearly and 

concisely, so I could understand.  And, by the way, 

there is no such thing as dumb questions only 

dumb answers.  Thanks again Sam. 

Old Home Week 

Theresa was in and paid us a visit.  Actually, she 

came in to pay her lotto.  She’s still going to school.  

Good girl!  She promised me she would invite me to 

her first school dance.  I told her I wanted to see her 

in a dress. 
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Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Old Home Week, con’t 

An old buddy from my past stopped in one morning to see 

me.  Old being the key word.  It was Joey.  He told me about 

his trip to Cuba and by all accounts he had a great time.  

We shot the BS for about 20 minutes.  It is always good to 

catch up with old friends.  After Joey left, it got me to 

thinking.  Joe, we have a bucket of stuff over here 

somewhere that will take care of all that greyish white hair 

you are walking around with.  I know this for a fact because 

we had another guy in your situation.  He left on a Friday 

with hair the same colour as yours and when he came back 

on Monday, it was shiny black.  I asked Whitey about it and 

he said he will see if he can find a bucket of the stuff.  I 

will let you know how we make out.  Thanks again for the 

visit and enjoy the summer. 

Hold On 

I’ve been very fortunate over the years here at ELCO and 

yes, sometimes lucky not to have been seriously hurt at 

work.  I’ve had my fair share of bumps and bruises, 

splinters, and jammed fingers countless times.  I’ve even 

come to work, walked up the steps to get into the planer 

and gone out the same door later the same day only to 

discover the steps had disappeared.  I laid on the ground 

wondering what just happened.  I am not alone in this 

regard, am I Craig!  Safety is a mindset.  You never know 

when something can happen, as I found out recently on 

our Friday 2:30 p.m. break.  We were sitting outside 

enjoying coffee and sunshine.  I was facing the planer 

chains when I felt someone sit on the seat of the picnic 

table behind me.  I went up, down, up, down, up down, 

and then, crack, all the way down!  As I looked over my 

shoulder, I saw a girl who must be reliving her Lantz School 

Elementary days on the teeter-totter.  You remember those 

times when you would get somebody all the way up in the 

air, laugh, then jump off.  We both came away unscathed.  

Spring is definitely in the air. 

 

May 50/50 

 

May 4  Greg Grant 

May 11  Darren Isenor 

May 18  Frenchie 

May 25  Justin Isenor 

 

May Anniversaries 

 
Matthew Dillman 3 years 

James Hennigar 4 years 

 

 

June Birthdays 

Jason Casey   June 12 

Darren Isenor   June 1 

Justin McLellan  June 2 

Jonathan Miller  June 6 

Stephen Mombourquette June 9 

Lars Perry   June 5 

Mark Wilber   June 30 

 

 

 


