
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

Chris Wilber, Rozelle Mombourquette, Linda Wilson and I 

had a great time during our annual Las Vegas adventure in 

September.  In my absence, an executive decision was made 

to delay the newsletter for one week to give me an 

opportunity to catch up on my workload before I tackled the 

newsletter.  Thank you very much. 

 

Speaking of Vegas, this destination appears to be a popular 

spot for some of our ELCO folks.  Jason Casey and his wife 

Courtney have enjoyed several visits and if the grapevine is 

correct, they will be heading back soon.  Mark and Amanda 

and Craig Isenor and Dawn are there as I write my 

newsletter.  From their recent posts on Facebook, I can tell 

you Craig and Mark and their spouses appear to be enjoying 

all that Vegas has to offer and then some.  Their last posts 

indicate they have experienced the roller coaster at New 

York New York, and they went off-roading in the Nevada 

desert looking for rattle snakes.  I don’t remember how 

many times I have visited Vegas and although I consider 

myself to be young at heart, neither of these experiences 

are on my bucket list.  I am anxious to hear about their other 

adventures. 

 

Angie and I had the pleasure of visiting the Woodlot Owner 

of the Year Award event in Ellershouse on Sat., Sept. 28/19.  

Shamefully, this is the first time I attended a Woodlot Owner 

of the Year event.  We were impressed by the results of the 

work being done on this woodlot.  It felt more like visiting a 

nature park than a woodlot.  Adding to the experience, we 

saw a beautiful waterfall just yards from the presentation 

location.  There were lots of exhibitors throughout the site 

demonstrating their skills.  Jason Casey greeted us and took 

us to watch Beaverdam Enterprises working on the site.  

Surprisingly, Angie’s pedometer recorded almost 10,000 

steps during our tour.  Angie also noted that Jason was way 

more surefooted than either of us as we navigated the ups 

and downs throughout the woodlot.  We are sending our 

congratulations to Jason Casey for his commitment to the 

Spence family and their vision.  Well done Jason! 

 

Until next month, Gennie 
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Notes from the Safety Committee 

2019 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 1 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  June 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

   July 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Aug 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Sept 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted 

on the bulletin boards around the property.  Please 

take a moment to review these and address any 

concerns with your supervisor. 

 

We happily distributed our safety awards on Friday, 

September 6th.  We hope everyone likes their new 

jacket! 

 

We had many nominations for our safety committee for 

the next two-year term.  All nominees accepted their 

nod, and after a very close ballot count, our existing 

committee members will remain on for the new term, 

September 2019 – August 2021.  Thanks to everyone 

for their engagement in our safety committee, and we 

look forward to continuing to work together to make 

ELCO a safe place to work as possible. 

 

Until next month, Nick Miller, Darren Isenor, Don 

Isenor, Craig Isenor, Mark Wilber and Angie Kainola 
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Notes from the President, con’t 

This event was to celebrate and present the Spence 

family with the prestigious Woodlot Owner of the 

Year Award.  Minister Iain Rankin, Minister of Lands 

and Forestry was in attendance to make the 

presentation.  Like all great events, one usually 

comes away with an interesting story or two. 

Before I tell you my stories, you should know our 

Jason Casey has placed the Spence lot under intense 

forest management for the past 10 years.  It has 

become his pet project and he has done a fabulous 

job.  Anyone interested in an afternoon walk through 

the woods, I would highly recommend this site.  It 

has many walking trails, a beautiful waterfall and is 

a showcase for Nova Scotia forestry at its finest.  

Mother Nature would be pleased with the outcome of 

the work championed by Jason Casey, Jim Bremner (a 

South Central WOYA winner for 1995) and the Spence 

family. 

So, my first story is: I parked my truck on the main 

gravel road and was walking toward the presentation 

area.  On my route, the driver of a Jeep stopped and 

asked if I was interested in a lift.  As I was a little late 

and rushing to be on time, I graciously accepted the 

offer.  As I proceeded to enter the vehicle, a lady in 

the front seat jumped out and claimed the backseat.  

I was embarrassed and insisted I would be happy to 

take the back seat.  She was more insistent, and I 

agreed on occupying the front seat.  I reached behind 

me to shake her hand and introduce myself. The 

gentleman behind the wheel introduced himself.  It 

turns out they were both Spence family members.  

When I told him that I was Robin Wilber of Elmsdale 

Lumber, it sparked a great conversation.  Mr. Spence 

could not say enough good things about our Jason.  

They are thrilled to have him on their team.   

 

Notes from the President 

Warren and Rob cleaned up an old pile of wire left over 

from the boiler room mishap.  They also gathered up 

many pieces of old pipe and metal and re-graveled both 

sides of the boiler room yard and it now looks fantastic.  

Well done guys. 

A few evenings ago, Kel-Greg were here with their mini 

excavator.  They removed the cab and entered the 

sawmill basement.  They broke up some concrete and 

dug a couple of holes in the basement floor to 

accommodate the concrete for two new vibrating 

conveyors.  Mark operated the Bobcat to remove the 

debris created during this job.  Molnar Welding arrived 

with the steel frames to be embedded in the concrete 

and for the infrastructure for the vibrating conveyors.  

The concrete was poured, and the vibrating conveyors 

are now in place.  Another great job guys! 

The November 29th shutdown date is approaching very 

quickly.  Everyone is working hard to get as much work 

done prior to the shutdown as possible.  Bergman 

Electric have been busy mounting wire trays and re-

routing wires.  During a visit to the mill recently, I came 

upon Tom McLellan of Bergman Electric struggling with 

the task of unrolling wires bigger than my arms.  These 

wires are the main feed to the bin sorter building.  Walter 

Isenor and his crew have completed the new electrical 

room.  They studded the walls and insulated them to 

reduce noise exposure, and gyproced, taped, and 

painted the walls and doors. 

All these jobs require tremendous effort and getting 

them completed prior to shutdown is extremely helpful 

and will go a long way in minimizing downtime. 

Saturday, September 28th was a beautiful day and a 

large event was held on the Spence family 2,200-acre 

woodlot in Ellershouse (which is located at the first exit 

prior to Windsor).   
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  Notes from the President, con’t 

When he stated his whole family is very proud of Jason, 

I responded how proud Jason is of the Spence family and 

their commitment to forest management.  Mr. Spence 

was obviously pleased to learn of Jason’s respect for the 

Spence family.  Little did I know that towards the end of 

the presentation and in front of the large crowd and 

Minister Iain Rankin, the Spence family would present 

Jason with a Spence family jacket.  I think they have 

injected some of their DNA into Jason’s bloodline and I 

know Jason has passed on some of ELCO’s DNA.  Several 

ELCO employees were in attendance and we were all 

very delighted for Jason. 

Story Two: Along the route, there were several booths 

set up for visitors to stop and learn a little bit about the 

forest, forestry and good practices.  David Foster, a PHD 

student at Dalhousie University hosted a very 

interesting booth.  David is studying the effects of 

carbon in the drinking water in the Pockwock 

Watershed.  (I hope I get this right David!)  The water in 

most Nova Scotia lakes is naturally brown and is caused 

by a release of carbon from the forest.  As the public is 

not partial to brown ice cubes, the Water Commission 

adds chemicals to the water to remove the carbon.  

David’s question is, “What if we could remove the carbon 

before it reaches the water?”  We could reduce the 

amount of chemicals we use and produce clear drinking 

water for our consumers.  I must point out, the brown 

water in our lakes is fine to drink.  I have been drinking 

it for over 60 years from the lakes around our fishing 

camp and I have not sustained any ill effects.  However, 

crystal-clear water is the more esthetically pleasing to 

most. 

Back to David and his study.  David tells me most of the 

carbon contained in the tree is in the “stem” or main part 

of the tree.  He suggests if we remove the tree before it 

dies and falls and releases its carbon to the ground, we 

should significantly reduce the carbon “run-off”.   

 

Notes from the President, con’t 

As Elmsdale Lumber/Beaverdam Enterprises has 

been the main contractor at Pockwock since the 

inception of the Watershed, we find this study to be 

very interesting.  Together, Minister Rankin and I 

listened intently to David’s explanation and lesson.  

When the lesson was complete, I suggested to the 

Minister that David “has his head screwed on right”, 

to which the Minister replied, “I have his card”.  I 

think, and hope, the Minister schedules another 

conversation with David. 

As David expressed an interest in a tour of ELCO, I 

am hoping he takes me up on my offer to come 

anytime and if he does, I will suggest he joins all of 

us for lunch and let him tell you about his study in 

his own words. 

Until next month, Robin 
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Notes from Sales 

 

The fall markets are always interesting.  It is a time 

when many jobs are finishing up, a time when people 

tackle jobs they put off all summer, and a time when 

everyone starts planning for next year.  This year is 

no different than any other.  Business is steady, prices 

have bumped up a little and have dropped back a little 

over the past few weeks. There really is no clear 

direction, but we are keeping our eyes on everything. 

 

Currently, there is a lot of focus on our annual treater 

programs and solidifying the volumes needed and 

long-term prices. We are in negotiations with our 

usual customers and over the next few weeks we will 

hopefully have all the details sorted out. 

 

In the meantime, our orders from last season have, 

for the most part, wound down and the last few 

shipments are in the works. Everything ran very 

smoothly last year with very few issues. That is quite 

a compliment when you think of how many moving 

parts there are to these programs. In a nutshell, we 

committed about 1/3 of the production at a fixed 

price over 10 months with a volume broken down to 

specific dimensions and lengths delivered at specific 

times. The organizational effort that goes into this is 

amazing and the teamwork at ELCO brings it 

altogether. The sawmill relies on Craig for the 

constant order file updates and here at Eacan, I work 

with Ronnie, Stephen and Craig to relay the 

requirements from our customers. Of course, we can’t 

underestimate the powers of the woodlands team for 

getting the right logs and lengths for the order file.  

After many years, we have a system that works great 

and we are looking forward to doing it all over again 

next year. 

 

Until next month, let’s get that order file topped up. 

 

Derek                                                

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

We hosted roughly 250 people at the Spence Managed 

Forest event this past Saturday for the public field day 

which is held to showcase and celebrate the property 

which is awarded Nova Scotia Woodlot Owner of the Year.  

Thankfully, the weather cooperated, making for a perfect 

day for everyone to enjoy all the wonderful things the 

property has to offer.  There was lots to see, including 

live demo sites, various exhibitors, and interactive stops.   

Visitors were free to stroll around the trails and roads, 

eventually ending up at a common area setup for a BBQ 

lunch and presentations. 

 

All in all, it was a great day, and an excellent opportunity 

to showcase what we feel is some great small private 

woodlot management.  There were live demo sites 

exhibiting examples of forest management treatments, 

and opportunity for visitors to enjoy the natural features 

of the property.  From my vantage point, it seemed like 

everyone enjoyed the day.  I really enjoyed interacting 

with visitors and having great conversations throughout 

the day. 

 

A lot of work went into planning this day, and I want to 

thank everyone involved.  For me, one of the highlights 

was being able to provide visitors the opportunity to view 

a live harvesting demonstration.  One of the key 

contributing factors to the successful management of 

this property is the skilled contractors that carry out the 

various silviculture and harvesting treatments.  It was 

great to have the opportunity to showcase this valuable 

work, and I feel most everyone left with an appreciation 

of their work and how contractors contribute to forest 

management in Nova Scotia. 

 

I feel it is important to acknowledge how valuable having 

skilled contractors are to us, which is crucial to the 

responsible management of our forests.  We can plan and 

have the best intentions for woodlot management, but at 

the end of the day, executing treatments comes down to 

the decisions the contractor is making in the machine, 

one tree at a time. 
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Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

With that in mind, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank all the skilled contractors who contributed to the 

work completed on the Spence Managed Forest over the 

last few years since Elmsdale Lumber has been involved 

with the property. I would like to give a special 

acknowledgement to Beaver Dam Enterprises who 

professionally execute the different harvesting 

treatments we prescribe to meet the landowners’ 

objectives and they exceed our expectations every time.  

Owner, Mark Thompson and harvester operator, Shane 

Wells understand the importance of the work they do, 

and it shows in the care and quality of every job. Having 

this kind of relationship with a contractor makes our 

woodlands job much easier giving us the confidence that 

we can deliver to the landowner what is expected of us.  

Thank you, guys, the effort you put into your work is 

valued and very much appreciated. 

 

Until next month, Jason and the Woodlands Team 

  

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

10-4 

The largest Easter Egg in the world is in Vegreville, 

Alberta.  The largest lumberjack is in Algonquin 

Highlands, Ontario.  Just a little bit of Canadiana for you!  

The reason I mentioned the above is because I believe we 

are about to be known for something like this as well 

here in Elmsdale.  But first, we must go back to the 

beginning.  Our buddy, Matthew Works, came here about 

2 years ago.  Spring, summer, winter and fall, he wears 

rubber boots.  It could be 20 below or 40 above and he 

is always sporting rubber boots. 

About 2 or 3 months ago, he told me he was getting 

Warren to pick him up some work boots.  From time to 

time, I would ask him when he was to receive his new 

boots.  He said he wasn’t sure, maybe Warren forgot.  I 

assured him Warren is good at getting things and he 

doesn’t forget.  Well, last week they finally arrived, and 

Rob brought them over late in the day. 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Matt wore them to work the following day.  I could 

clearly see why they took so long for Warren to get 

them.  They had to kill a cow to make them, and still 

they came up a little short and then they had to kill a 

calf to make the tongues.  These boots are massive!  

They are without a doubt, the largest work boots I 

have ever seen.  I wouldn’t be afraid to say they are 

the largest in Canada, size fourteen!  That’s 14 folks.  

They are just a little bit shorter than the length of my 

truck.  Remember what they say about guys with big 

feet, they make great clowns. 

ELCO Open 

We met at Fox Hollow in September. It was a pretty 

chilly morning, but it gave way to warmth and 

sunshine as the day wore on.  After everyone arrived, 

we drew for partners.  I always hope for the best, but 

I prepare myself for the worst.  I thought about it all 

week and said to myself, I want to finish in the top 

three.  With only four teams, I thought this was a 

realistic goal.  I didn’t want to set the bar too high, 

because I didn’t want to risk being disappointed if I 

didn’t achieve my goal.  Following the drawing of 

teams and finding out who I had for a partner, I 

thought if I can make a few good shots, well, you 

never know. 

The teams were: Mark Thompson and me, Rob 

Himelman and Ron Miller, Warren Beeler and Craig 

Isenor, and Stephen Thompson and Chris Grace.  

Mark and I were only 2 shots behind Rob and Ron at 

the turn.  Then some long birdie putts started to 

drop.  Unfortunately, it was Rob and Ron who were 

doing the dropping.  When all was said and done, 

there was a tie for first place with a score of 75 by 

Ron and Rob and Craig and Warren.  Mark and I 

finished in 3rd place with an 80.  Stephen and Chris 

finished a solid 4th with an 81.  (You will notice I didn’t 

write last when referring to their 4th place placing.  

That comes from practicing my golf etiquette.) 
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September 50/50 

 

Sept 6  Craig Stewart 

Sept 13 Roland Murray 

Sept 20 James Hennigar 

Sept 27 Dwight Isenor 

 

October Birthdays 

 

Trevor Hare  October 18 

Odessa Jack  October 23 

September Anniversaries 

Rob Himelman  18 years 

Darren Isenor  18 years 

Jason Isenor  15 years 

Angie Kainola  7 years 

Nick Miller  13 years 

James Sawler  41 years 

Chris Wilber  25 years 

 

 

 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

ELCO Open, con’t 

We all had a great day with a few laughs along the 

way.  I got to say hello to J.J. Daigneault.  Who is that 

you ask?  Well, besides being the first Head Coach for 

the Halifax Mooseheads, he was a Stanley Cup 

champion with the 1993 Montreal Canadians. 

P.S. Rumour has it someone was not happy with the 

way they played during our golf tournament so he 

went to Penn Hills the following day and shot a 78.  

Bet you wish you would have gone on Friday and not 

Sunday. 

KD – Bang 

Congratulations to Craig Isenor for being the first 

ELCO employee this year to bag a deer.  I believe he 

shot it on his birthday in late September.  Good luck 

to all the other hunters and “be sure before you pull 

the trigger”. 

Road Trip 

Craig I, Roland, Liam, Odessa and I went to Marwood 

last month to re-arrange some of the lifts we sent to 

them.  It was an over-cast day, but the rain held off 

and we got the job done more quickly than 

anticipated.  On the way back, we picked up 

breakfast at Timmy’s and ELCO picked up the tab.  

We just wanted to say thanks. 

We had a chance to chat on the way up and back, 

however, Odessa was hogging the conversation and 

if we didn’t cut in, we would have never been able to 

say anything.  All-in-all it was a good trip. 

Did you know Craig and Roland may be related?  We 

are not sure, so we are waiting for the DNA Ancestry 

report to come back.  We will keep you posted. 

 

 


