
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

In February, we welcomed Erica Nelson to the ELCO 

team.  Erica was hired to take care of our Accounts 

Payable and reception needs.  About a year ago, Erica 

also made application to join the Canadian Armed 

Forces.  When she hadn’t heard anything from them for 

almost a year, she assumed that ship had sailed.  As fate 

would have it, this month she was accepted and will be 

leaving us to discover this new way of life.  Erica is no 

stranger to Armed Forces life as many of her family have 

served or are serving.  Her husband is currently serving 

as a Sergeant in the Canadian Military Police.  Her father 

is retired from the Army and her brother is currently in 

the Air Force.  We wish Erica and her family all the very 

best and thank them for their service to our country. 

 

Once again, we will be recruiting to fill this position.  

Angie and I have a couple of interviews lined up.  We will 

keep you posted. 

 

To add to our administrative challenges this month, 

Stephen Thompson, Jason Casey, Greg Grant, Craig 

Isenor, and Robin & Chris Wilber will be absent from the 

office for all, most or part of the 1st week of April.  On 

second thought, the silence might be just what Angie 

and I need to get more work done (if we can get Stephen 

Thompson to stop texting every hour to see how things 

are going). 

 

Mel Lively stopped in the office for a visit this week.  I 

know he regularly visits the planer mill, but it was good 

of him to stop in and check up on us as well.  He is 

looking great.  He and Sylvia are enjoying retirement and 

they continue to take in an annual sun vacation.  This 

year they spent some time in the Dominican.  I couldn’t 

help but think that retirement looks good on him. 

 

 
Happy Easter everyone.   Gennie 

  
 
 

 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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 Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

   

Jan 2 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted 

on the bulletin boards around the property.  Please 

take a moment to review these and address any 

concerns with your supervisor. 

 

In the coming months we’ll be arranging a First Aid 

recertification course.  We have several employees 

whose certifications are expiring and need to be 

updated.  We’ll keep you updated with who needs to be 

recertified and when the training will be as soon as we 

have the details confirmed. 

 

You’ll notice we have some construction going on in 

our yard as we get our new shavings containment 

building underway.  Please pay extra attention to those 

guests in our yard who aren’t familiar with our traffic 

and exercise additional caution as you travel 

throughout the property, and with mud season upon 

us, slower is always better. 

 

It’s Easter this weekend and we’re sure the Easter 

Bunny will be visiting your homes delivering treats and 

surprises on Saturday night.  Please remember to keep 

the chocolate and treats from your four-legged family 

members as it can make them very sick. 

 

As always, if you see a safety concern or hazard, please 

report it to your supervisor immediately so it can get 

taken care of.  We can’t fix it if we don’t know it’s 

broken.  

 

Until next month, Brian Giddens, Don Isenor, Craig 
Isenor, Mark Wilber and Angie Kainola 
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Notes from the President 

 

As everyone sees, the footings for the new shavings 

containment building are in progress.  Sometimes, 

Murphy’s Law seems to follow me around like a dark 

cloud.  What I am getting at is that we hit quicksand 

again!  This is the 3rd time that I have come across 

quicksand on this property.  We are all hoping this seam 

is not too large.  I will keep you posted. 

Handling our shavings for Shaw’s pellet plant and for our 

own consumption will be a challenge throughout this 

project.  Warren and Rob will have to keep their eye on 

the ball on an hourly and daily basis.  Good luck guys, I 

know you are up to it. 

The shavings containment building is starting about a 

month early due to our lack of winter weather.  The 

weather is also impacting our woods operations and of 

course, our log inventory.  Our highway spring weight 

restrictions came on a couple of weeks earlier than usual.  

If all of this is due to global warming, it might be coming 

our way faster than the scientists think.  Scientists gauge 

things like global warming by comparing historical 

statistics.  I have my own gauge and I think it is quite 

accurate.  I have been fly fishing for trout for the past 6 

decades (yes, I know I am old, LOL).  Each May, the Mayfly 

hatch comes on and I think this is Mother Nature’s big 

spring feed for the trout.  They are interesting little 

characters.  They don’t bite and when they land on the 

water, their upright wings act a sail on a sailboat.  They 

have a tail that is like 3 strands of hair.  One goes 

straight out and one on each side at about a 30-degree 

angle.  This keeps them upright when the wind blows, 

and the trout love them.  My history tells me the ice 

leaves the lakes between the 3rd and 4th week of April and 

the first Mayfly start to hatch around the 2nd of May.  By 

the 10th of May, they are profusely hatching.  In the last 

decade, the Mayfly have come on quite early or 

sometimes a bit later.  This year the ice is gone a 

whopping 5 to 6 weeks earlier than usual and therefore, 

the water will start to slowly warm.   

Notes from the President, con’t 

The question is, when will the Mayfly hatch this year? 

To the fishing enthusiast, this is very important, and I 

think scientists should be paying close attention to 

this one.  The Mayfly’s history used to be brutally 

accurate with the annual hatch beginning close to 

May 1st.  A possible 2-week early start is 

unbelievable! 

Now I have a little information that might be helpful 

to some of you and it is accompanied by a cute story.  

Bill Borden, a resident of Enfield and our local 

locksmith knows more about locks than anyone I 

know.  He was always on the road and hard to get in 

touch with.  He has opened a little shop on the 

backside of Parker Place in Enfield.  He is there 3 days 

a week, Monday, Wednesday and Friday.  If you need 

a key cut for a vehicle, house, padlock or whatever, 

he is your guy.  If you have a lock you think needs 

replacing, give him a shot.  He probably can fix it.  At 

Strides, one of the door handles/locks stopped 

working.  I called Bill and he said he would give me a 

call the first chance he had.  That was on Sunday 

afternoon.  He was at the Kennetcook Fire 

Department putting in a keyless system.  On his way 

home that afternoon, I met him at Strides.  While 

taking this complicated lock apart pieces were 

everywhere, and I thought to myself, this will never 

work again.  Much to my surprise he did get it back 

together.  In the process, (here’s the cute part of the 

story) there were 2 springs inside and when he pulled 

one piece out the springs went flying.  We did find 

them, and he put the lock back together and it 

worked perfectly.  When we finished, Bill left me with 

this wise piece of knowledge.  He said, “Do you 

realize there is a law regarding springs?  The distance 

the spring flies is directly proportional to its 

availability.” 

Thanks Bill for your talent and wisdom. 

Until next month, Robin 
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  Notes from Sales 

 

March has turned into a more interesting month in the 

lumber market than we had expected. There has been a 

shortage of trucks and railcars available across Canada. 

Trucking companies are expressing their concerns over a 

shortage of drivers and the railways are having problems 

getting enough railcars into the mills to load the necessary 

volume.  We must not forget that lumber production is quite 

a bit higher because of better market conditions so there is 

also a demand for increased transportation over and above 

the old normal volume.  Challenging weather caused some 

slowdowns during the first part of the month and the annual 

buying trade shows have had many lumber buyers away 

from the office. The result of all this activity was a 2-week 

drop in lumber prices.  However, this week we seem to be 

back on track again with better weather and lumber buyers 

stepping in to buy wood. Hopefully, next week lumber prices 

will stabilize and end on a positive note. Overall, we still 

have great market conditions and are looking forward to a 

busy summer. 

 

Until next month, there may be a few bumps in the road 

ahead but staying focused will pave our way to another 

successful year.  Derek 

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

Last Saturday, I was in the woods outside of Aylesford and 

there was over two feet of snow still on the ground. That 

area still had a very January feel to it, even though it appears 

(based on the most recent forecast) it will likely dissipate 

fairly quickly over the next week.  That is good news for the 

silviculture crews, who for the most part have avoided un-

workable snow depth this winter.  Now they face this little 

curve ball just as spring programs are starting to roll out; 

comes with the territory I guess. 

 

Thanks to the continued support from our log suppliers.  We 

have been able to hold our current inventory levels thus far 

through the road closure.  We still have a way to go until the 

hauling roads re-open, and this recent resurgence of winter 

has not provided us any favours.  However, as I previously 

stated and with many thanks to our suppliers, we feel 

confident we will continue to be able to hold where we are at 

until the closures are lifted. 

 

Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

Last week we attended the Forestry Professionals 

Annual General Meeting in Truro, which attracted 

a large amount of interest; some in part because 

of the key note speaker, William Lahey.  He is the 

individual who is tasked with writing a forestry 

review on the management of Nova Scotia’s 

forests.  The review, which will be presented to 

Premier Stephen McNeil, had a completion date 

originally intended for the end of February.  

However, the deadline was extended to the end 

of April, so Mr. Lahey and his appointed team 

could have the time necessary to adequately 

review all the complex values involved in the 

Nova Scotia forest sector and give meaningful 

recommendations. His talk was not about the 

recommendations that everyone is eagerly 

awaiting as the report is not yet finished, but it 

was interesting nonetheless to hear him discuss 

the process and his journey thus far.  I think at 

this point, everyone is expecting some sort of 

changes to forestry practices.  We will have to 

wait to see exactly what they are and how they 

will be implemented.  For now, one thing is for 

sure, Mr. Lahey has an enormous task in 

presenting a report that will support the complex 

variety of values Nova Scotian’s see in our 

resource.  We certainly know how important our 

Industry is to Nova Scotia in many ways, and we 

hope the direction the recommendations take will 

continue to allow our forests and our industry to 

prosper.   

 

I will keep you posted. 

 

Until next time, Jason and Woodlands Team 
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Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

No Go Mexico 

As you read this, Maggie and I were supposed to be in 

Mexico on our 6th day of vacation, but unfortunately, we 

are not!  Just like our weekly schedule here at the planer, 

everything is subject to change.  We basically accepted a 

“Rain Check” if you will.  To say Maggie was disappointed 

would be an understatement.  But we made our decision 

and life goes on.  We did learn a few things out of this 

experience, so it is not a total loss.  I have a little more 

insight on how our insurance works as well as the value 

of American money and why banks are so profitable on 

exchange rates.  We have until March 9, 2019 to go 

somewhere on our “Rain Check”.  I would like to thank 

Angie for all her assistance with Blue Cross.  All questions 

can be answered once you find the right number and the 

right person. 

Almost Out of the Woods 

I keep hearing everyone say, “We’ve had a great winter.”  

Yes, yes we have but it is still winter, which I don’t like 

anymore.  I’m more than ready for spring and summer.  

This gets me to thinking, with all the new people we have, 

there must be some more golfers among us.  Craig and I 

have been throwing some ideas back and forth on where 

we could go for the ELCO Open this year.  (I know Cape 

Breton is out).  We are open for suggestions. 

 

Hello, Hello 

We have 2 phones at the planer.  One of them is portable.  

They were both located in the office.  Most of the time, 

Roland and I are here before the rest of the crew arrives.  

The phone often rings in the morning while we are here, 

but we could never answer it because they were locked up 

in the office.  It was suggested at one of our Wednesday 

morning meetings that we move a phone into the 

lunchroom to solve this issue.  (By the way, I always look 

forward to our meeting.  Now, if I could just get the 

chance to sit in on the job interview process, my bucket 

list would be complete). Shortly after our meeting, Whitey 
moved the portable phone into the lunchroom. 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, cont 
 

Since that change, at least once a week I say that 

move has paid off 100 times over, except when 

Angie calls here at breaktime and because of his 

proximity to the phone, Nick makes an attempt to 

answer it.  I couldn’t do it justice by trying to 

describe it.  So, Angie, you keep on calling when 

need be and I am sure in time, Nick will figure it 

out! 

 

 

Can Down – Can Down 

The flu has been making it’s rounds and we were no 

exception as most of the planing mill crew had it 

earlier this month, including all the usual ailments, 

coughing, sneezing and upset stomachs.  Pretty 

sure it started with Tara, who brought it in but 

we’re not looking to blame anybody. 

 

On Friday, March 2, Jim was not exempt as it hit 

him with a vengeance at noon.  He told Whitey he 

was not feeling well and had to go.  You know the 

old saying, “When you gotta go, you gotta go”.  It 

struck Jim so fast he didn’t even have time to shut 

the trimmer off.  That’s how quick it can hit you.  

But luckily for us, we have Whitey for situations just 

like this.  He took over on the stacker right after 

dinner. 

 

At about 1:45 p.m., the unthinkable happened.  No, 

we didn’t break a shaft or jam up the planer or 

such.  Those things we can work around by 

resawing or cleaning up.  Someone broke our can!  

I’m not going to say who it was because, once 

again, we are not looking to blame anyone.  But I 

will say it was a female and her name starts with a 

T.  Luckily for us, we have a plumber on site.  How 

many of you knew that?  Well we do!  Our friend and 

mentor, Craig Isenor has a lot of experience in this 

area.  After receiving a call and knowing the severity 

of the situation, he was quickly on site.  He 

assessed the job, went to the hardware store, got 

what he needed and quickly solved our problem.  

He had us sitting down and running in no time.  

Thanks Craig, you are the best ever! 
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March 50/50 

 

Mar 2  Lars Perry 

Mar 9  Chris Myers 

Mar 16  Matt Dillman 

Mar 23  Robbie Peters 
Mar 30  Gennie Himelman 

April Birthdays 
 

Peter Dillman  April 11 

Matthew Dillman April 8 

Dwight Isenor  April 26 
 

 

March Anniversaries 

 

Peter Dillman  39 years 

Greg Grant  20 years 

Craig Isenor  17 years 

Roland Murray  1 year 

Joey Preeper  31 years 

Craig Stewart  27 years 

Downey Thompson 71 amazing years 

Tyler White  5 years 

 

 

 

 


