
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

On May 25, 2019, my baby sister Debbie and your co-

worker of 22 years lost her battle with cancer.  I spent 

much of May by her side in palliative care at the 

Colchester Regional Hospital.  Your outpouring of love, 

hugs and condolences have helped ease the pain.  The 

caregivers at the hospital were exceptional!  Now the 

healing begins.  She was far too young to be taken from 

us, but I take some comfort in the knowledge her many 

months of excruciating pain is finally over, and she is at 

rest. 

 

In support of the healing process, I know our family will 

continue to try to keep Ted (Debbie’s husband) busy.  Ted 

is a great guy and super easy to get along with and very 

social.  Ted loves to golf, fish and hunt.  If any of you are 

looking for a golf partner (if the rain ever gives up), don’t 

forget to give Ted a call.  I know he would appreciate it 

and remember; he also likes to hunt and fish. 

 

Just days before Debbie’s passing, sadly and 

unexpectedly, their dog Sandy passed away.  As he knew 

Debbie’s passing was imminent, Ted took some comfort 

knowing he would have his faithful companion Sandy at 

home to help fill the void.  I am happy to report in 8 - 10 

weeks, Ted will welcome home a new puppy to keep him 

company.  He reached out to Sandy’s breeder in 

Fredericton and as fate would have it, they just had a litter 

of puppies and Ted will venture off to New Brunswick in 

a few weeks to pick out his new companion. 

 

For me, keeping busy is a help.  Everyone here at ELCO 

has been super supportive and although I know I will 

continue to have my moments, it is time to try and get 

back into the swing of things. 

 

Until next month, hugs.  Gennie 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Safety Committee 

2019 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 1 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted on 

the bulletin boards around the property.  Please take a 

moment to review these and address any concerns with 

your supervisor. 

 

We’ll be conducting our annual fire drills in June.  

Remember to please proceed to the muster station 

immediately when you hear the fire drill so you can be 

accounted for. 

 

Our next group safety meeting will be held on June 19th 

and we will be ordering pizzas from Pete’za Perfect.  We 

will be joined by a couple folks from RBC to give us a 

brief presentation on wills and estate planning, as well 

as a quick note about TFSA (tax free savings) 

contributions. 

 

Our safety points year will come to an end on July 31.  

As a reminder, you must work at least 6 out of the 12 

months to qualify to receive the annual safety award.  

Currently, we have 30 points banked toward our annual 

award. 

 

We are hoping for better weather as June rolls on.  

Remember your sunscreen, hat and sunglasses, and if 

you are drinking (or consuming any other substance) – 

you are not driving. 

 

Until next month, Craig Isenor, Angie Kainola, Mark 

Wilber, Don Isenor, Darren Isenor and Nick Miller 
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Notes from Sales 

 

Note:  Derek is in Germany on business this week 

and in his absence, he has asked Warren Beeler and 

Evan Meisner to offer their insight on current 

market conditions.  Thanks for stepping up to the 

plate guys.  Their thoughts are as follows: 

 

 

Prices are slowly finding a level as buyers take 

advantage of excess inventories at both distribution 

and mill levels.  Extensive curtailments in the west 

should help prices recover but current inventories 

need to be depleted first.  

 

It is apparent both customers and wholesalers are 

relying on just-in-time deliveries, so on-hand 

inventory is reducing quickly.  Continued follow 

through from customers should put a positive spin 

on pricing in the near future.  Throughout most of 

Eastern Canada and USA, weather (rain, rain and 

more rain) has hampered building starts but there 

is finally SUN in the forecast and inquiries are on 

the rise.  Victoria Day and Memorial Day are now 

behind us and June just around the corner, so sunny 

days and better sales lay ahead. 

  

Trucks seem to be readily available right now and 

are looking for business. This means we can get 

loads out of the mill quickly after they are sold. 

  

Until next month and the return of Derek, cheers 

from Warren and Evan. 

 

Notes from The President 

 

It is with great sadness I must report that Debbie, 

(Gennie’s sister and Angie and Rob’s aunt) passed away 

on Saturday, May 25, 2019 after a hard-fought battle 

against cancer.  Debbie was a very valued member of the 

ELCO team for 22 years.  Debbie made sure everyone was 

paid every week and ELCO’s bills were paid on time.  She 

regularly participated in our discussions to build a strong 

and healthy ELCO team.  Debbie had a wonderful smile 

and she was always willing to pitch in wherever needed. 

 

She also spent more than a decade working with Leslie.  

She helped Leslie manage Strides both financially and 

administratively.  Leslie and Debbie spent time together 

developing team building strategies and business plans. 

 

Debbie and her husband Ted enjoyed spending time at 

ELCO’s social functions.  Ted fit in with our group like a 

well-fitting glove.  He liked the opportunity to get to 

know as many of us as possible.  We will continue to 

consider him a member of our extended ELCO family. 

 

Debbie will be sadly missed by all who knew her.  At 55 

years of age, she left us far too young.  Our heartfelt 

thoughts go out to her friends and family. 

 

Until next month, Robin, Chris, Mark and Leslie 

 

PS.  Next month, I will provide you with a report on the 

status of our sawmill modernization project.  For now, 

rest assured, our team continues to work diligently on 

making sure the transition from old to new will be as 

seamless as possible. 



 

 

Page 3 Wood N You Like To Know 

 
  Notes from Woodlands 

 

With heavy hearts, our Woodlands Department would 

like to extend our condolences to Gennie, Angie, and 

Rob, as well as to the rest of Debbie’s family and loved 

ones. Stephen, Greg, Downey, and I have all 

acknowledged some fond memories of Deb, and she will 

be missed. 

 

With our planting program in full swing, I think it is safe 

to say there is very little risk of our seedlings drying out 

anytime soon.  Our tree planters have explained the 

conditions this year as “pick your poison”; cold and rainy 

with no black flies or warm and sunny with lots of black 

flies.  Most agree they would choose cold and rainy.   

However, there is light at the end of the tunnel for the 

guys as we only have a couple weeks left and the 

planting will be wrapped up. 

 

We are back harvesting on the Spence Managed Forest 

property.  We began a relationship with this multi-

generation family owned 2000-acre woodlot a couple 

years back and have enjoyed playing a part in the forest 

management of this property ever since.  Years ago, the 

family shareholders appointed a woodlot manger by the 

name of Jim Bremner to oversee and plan the forestry 

operations.  Jim has done an exceptional job and when 

we started to work with him a few years ago, it did not 

take long to appreciate the condition the property was 

in and the excellent example of sustainable forestry that 

it is.  The property has a wide array of stand types, age 

classes, conditions, and has received extensive 

silviculture investment over the last number of decades.  

The property is also a great example of how multiple 

values can be possible in the same area, as the property 

is a popular spot for fishing, hiking, and hunting, and at 

the same time co-existing with the woodlot’s main 

objective – forest management. 

 

Last year, we executed a selection harvest near a popular 

hiking trail and waterfall.  This was a great opportunity 

to showcase a forest operation and show the public what 

some forest practices look like aside from a lot of the 

negativity that is often portrayed. 

 

Notes from Woodlands, Con’t 

 

The property was also recently nominated for Woodlot 

Owner of the Year Award.  A judging panel is coming 

out June 10th for a tour and if they like what they see, 

the Spence family could be in the running for this 

well-deserved honor.  

I will keep you posted. 

 

Until next time, Jason and the Woodlands Team 

 

Notes from Downey’s Corner 

 

A good employee has the confidence to give the 

company news or advice they may not like but 

nevertheless need to know. 

 

Wood N You Like to Know 

 

1. Hot water will turn into ice faster than cold water. 

2. The Mona Lisa has no eyebrows. 

3. 

The sentence, "The quick brown fox jumps over 

the lazy dog" uses every letter in the English 

language. 

4. The strongest muscle in the body is the tongue. 

5. 
Ant's take rest for around 8 minutes in 12-hour 

period. 

6. 
"I Am" is the shortest complete sentence in the 

English language. 

7. Coca-Cola was originally green. 

8. 
The most common name in the world is 

Mohammed. 

9. 
When the moon is directly overhead, you will 

weigh slightly less. 

10. 
Camels have three eyelids to protect themselves 

from the blowing desert sand. 
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May 50/50 

 

May 3  Tara Isenor 

May 10  Craig Isenor 

May 17  Robbie Peters 

May 24  Amanda White 

May 31  Tyler White 

June Birthdays 

Jason Casey  June 12 

Darren Isenor  June 1 

Frenchie  June 9 

Lars Perry  June 5 

Mark Wilber  June 30 

 

 
Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

School’s Out 

Roland has finished his Licensed Lumber Grader’s 

certification course in Amherst.  Having written and 

passed his test, he is now a Licensed Lumber Grader.  

Congrats.  This got me to thinking.  Craig, you know how 

I couldn’t go with you to Friday lunch/brunch before 

because of time my time constraints as I only get a half 

hour for lunch break.  Well, that might not be a problem 

any more as Roland needs time in the chair or the grading 

station.  So, I think I could get away anytime at all now, so 

give me a call. 

 

Coming and Going 

As everyone knows, we have had a lot of people coming in 

and out of our gate as we were and are looking to add to 

our workforce.  I get the impression a lot of people today 

don’t want to do manual labour, unless you can get it on 

an app for their phone to make it work.  Three weeks ago, 

we added a new co-worker here at the planer.  So far, she 

hasn’t missed a day (but as I write this article it is not 7 

am yet, so we shall see!).  Although three weeks might not 

sound impressive, it is, as the last 7 or 8 people we have 

tried couldn’t achieve this goal.  So, we would all like to 

welcome Odessa aboard.  She’s been keeping her nose to 

the grindstone and is always moving.  Could very well be 

a keeper! 

 

 

May Anniversaries 

 

Matthew Dillman  4 years 

James Hennigar  5 years 

Jason Molnar   29 years 

  

 

 

 


