
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

If I had not found a home here at ELCO, I would have 

probably found a home teaching in some capacity.  Prior to 

landing here, I taught night classes to adults and loved it!  

Here at ELCO, I have been encouraged to facilitate lifelong 

learning for everyone and I truly enjoy this.  Our supervisors 

are continually learning new training techniques. 

 

This month, Stephen Molnar invited me to attend one of his 

training sessions at the sawmill.  I learned a lot!  It is the 

goal of everyone in the sawmill to think recovery.  You 

should be thinking premium first, followed by planing mill 

outs (PMO’s), shorts and chips in that order.  He explained 

that each log is different and will recover different 

outcomes. 

 

I hope I understood this lesson correctly.  But, I also know 

that I am no different than anyone else, I need to be shown 

more than once.  And because we all learn differently, it is 

helpful if I am shown a couple of times (or more) how to 

achieve the goal. 

 

As a follow up to this training, Stephen took his team down 

to the planing mill to see what happens in the recovery 

process after the lumber leaves the sawmill. Unfortunately, 

my commitments prevented me from attending.  I was 

anxious to hear about the follow up and the reports I 

received from the sawmill and planer mill guys were very 

positive. 

 

Congratulations to Stephen and to our team for continuing 

to embrace lifelong learning.  Speaking of lifelong learning, 

I thought some of the fishermen out there might be 

interested to know the East Hants Community Learning 

Assoc. is hosting a 5-week, FREE fly-tying course.  It will 

start Tuesday, March 20 from 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.   It will 

be instructed by Carl Weston of Nine Mile River.  To register 

call: 902-883-1610. (Class size is limited to 10, first come, 

first served. 

 

Until next time, happy fishing,  Gennie 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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 Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

   

Jan 2 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted on 

the bulletin boards around the property.  Please take a 

moment to review these and address any concerns with 

your supervisor. 

 

Darren Isenor and Brian Giddens recently completed our 

quarterly inspections, thanks guys.  We’ll review them at 

our monthly safety meeting and address any action 

items. 

 

On February 2, we held WHMIS GHS training updates all 

day and are pleased to report that most of our team has 

now gone through the update.  We had a few people 

unavailable on the 2nd and will work to get these people 

updated soon. 

 

We held our quarterly group safety meeting earlier this 

week and dined on a very elegant meal of chicken & 

taters from the superstore.  We invited WCB 

representative Cindy Shupe to join us to see what we are 

about.  Cindy has replaced Ian Macdonald at WCB.  Ian 

is the WCB representative who helped us administer our 

employee surveys on our safety program.  We appreciate 

Cindy’s contribution to our program and for taking the 

time to join us. 

 

I think we can all agree, so far this winter really hasn’t 

been bad.  That said, many of our snowmobiling crew 

have been disappointed with the lack of snow and have 

set their sights on trails in northern New Brunswick.  Just 

a reminder of a few noteworthy statistics: 
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Notes from the President 

 

The boiler room restoration project is pretty much 

completed except for a couple of small items that Warren 

and Rob are going to attend to during our spring shutdown 

and cleaning.  It appears we are producing less steam 

pressure than we had prior to the fire and the solution to 

this problem seems to be somewhat allusive.  Warren and 

Rob (with Jason Molnar’s assistance) are conducting a 

couple of experiments to try and track down the cause and 

come up with a possible solution.  Fixing a problem is 

always much easier when you have identified the cause.  

Good luck guys. 

Spring weight restrictions on our highways came into effect 

on Monday, February 26.  This is approximately 2 weeks 

earlier than most years.  This has added some additional 

pressure on our woodlands team.  The lack of log inventory 

is, and has been, a concern for the past few weeks.  This 

week, they are reporting that they are more confident than 

they were in recent weeks that they will keep the sawmill 

running full steam ahead. 

I have some fun notes for you this month.  Chris and I 

recently returned from a trip to Australia and New Zealand.   

Notes from the President, cont. 

In a direct line, Sydney Australia is 16,800 kms from 

Halifax.  In the middle of the Pacific, you cross the 

international dateline.  In doing so, you lose a day.  It 

is tomorrow in Sydney, Australia.  This might be a little 

hard to grasp but each day must start and end 

somewhere.   The International Date Line, established 

in 1884, passes through the mid-Pacific Ocean and 

roughly follows a 180 degrees longitude north-south 

line on the Earth.  We left Halifax on the 12th of January 

and arrived in Sydney on the 14th.  On the return trip, 

we left Melbourne, Australia on the 6th of February and 

arrived home on the 6th of February, gaining a day.  

Wanting to FaceTime our grandsons was somewhat of 

a challenge.  We needed to calculate that we were 17 

hours ahead of Halifax time. 

The Aussies and Kiwis (which they are commonly 

known) are from British descent and therefore, speak 

with their own accent which is similar to the Brits.  Yes, 

they drive on the left-hand side of the road.  This also 

impacts many other things like walking up and down 

stairs in public places.  Chris and I tended to keep to 

the right.  Wrong, we were always facing traffic.  We 

had to learn to keep to the left.  Revolving doors turn 

clockwise, and you enter on the left. 

I remember a couple of sayings that I found quite cute.  

For example, a yield sign is the same shape as ours, 

but it reads, “Give Way”.  Boxes that snap shut on the 

sides are referred to as “click clacks”.  Oysters are 

nicknamed “snot”, mountain oysters are “possum 

testicles”.  Chatting is described as “gas bagging”, 

sunglasses are “blow fly eyes”, a coffee break is a 

“smoko”, the name for the old fashion outhouse is a 

“long drop”.  If you are hanging clothes on your clothes 

line, you would say, “I am going to whack it out”.  A 

heard of sheep is known as a mob of sheep! 

 

 

 

Notes from the Safety Committee, con’t 

- 9 out of 10 fatalities due to snowmobiling 

occur after dark.  Use extra caution when 

night riding. 

- Alcohol is involved in over 70% of 

snowmobiling fatalities.   

- Know conditions on lakes/rivers before 

venturing out on them. 

 

As always, if you see a safety concern or hazard, please 

report it to your supervisor immediately so it can be 

evaluated.  We can’t fix it if we don’t know it’s broken! 

 

Until next month, Brian Giddens, Don Isenor, Darren 

Isenor, Craig Isenor, Mark Wilber, Angie Kainola 
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  Notes from the President, cont. 

 

The Tasman Strait separates New Zealand and Australia and it 

is a little over 2,100 kms wide and nicknamed, “The Ditch”.  

The Aussies and Kiwis tend to poke fun at each other.  Thus, 

Aussies have labelled the Kiwis as “The Mob Across the Ditch”.  

New Zealand is smaller than Australia in every way; size, 

population, and economy.  In the same spirit, the Kiwis refer 

to Australia as the Western Island.  In an emergency, they do 

not call 911, they call 000.  It is not uncommon to see 

unattended roadside fruit and vegetable stands.  The fruits 

and vegetables are priced and after your purchase, you put 

your money in the provided “honest box”.  I am not sure how 

well that works here.  In many places throughout the Northern 

Hemisphere you may come across a white swan.  Down there 

you will see black swans.  A pedal bicycle is a “push bike”. 

New Zealand’s population is approximately 4.6 million people 

and about 37 million sheep.  This calculates to about 8 sheep 

per person.  This is down dramatically from about 25 – 30 

years ago when the people population was 3 million people 

and the sheep population was 30 million; or about 24 sheep 

per person. 

That is enough of my “gas bagging”.  I just thought I would 

share some of the differences and slang items I found cute or 

interesting.  If you ever have a desire to visit these wonderful 

countries, they are a long way from here.  We flew for 2 hours 

and 20 minutes from Halifax to Newark.  Followed by a 6 ½ 

hour flight to Las Angeles and then spent 14 hours and 40 

minutes on a Boeing 787 Dreamliner to Sydney.  This is not a 

place to visit for the weekend. 

Until next month, Robin. 

Notes from Sales 

 

Well now, since winter seems to be avoiding us, we might as 

well jump into spring with a bang. That’s exactly what seems 

to be happening in the lumber business.  Retailers are starting 

to see job site activity, so maybe March will be the new April 

this year, and away we go with lumber sales. 

 

Notes from Sales, con’t 

Fortunately, it really hasn’t slowed down much this 

year and lumber inventories have not built up at 

the mill level like they normally do. 

  

What does this mean going forward?  Well, it looks 

like lumber is going to be in short supply this year, 

especially with an early start to the year.  Buyers 

drug their feet with bookings this year as prices 

were high and they assumed, like most years, 

prices would recede during December and 

January.  That was a big assumption that led 

buyers down the wrong road.  Lack of inventories 

at the mills and an open winter has kept prices 

high and lumber shipments brisk. It appears this 

will continue for the balance of the year or longer.  

Sawmill production across Canada has increased 

over the past year, but it still has not kept up with 

the demand for lumber in Canada or the U.S.A.  

Log supply issues are also a big concern across 

Canada as mills are struggling to get enough logs 

to operate at the increased capacity.  

This has added up to the perfect storm scenario 

that we have all been waiting a long time for. The 

days of the recession were tough, and it left a lot 

of wounds, but it has been a great rebound and 

we will take every day of healing. 

Until next month, any extra wood ELCO?

 Derek 

Notes from Woodlands 

Last month I reported on the changing 

circumstances regarding our log inventory and the 

challenges we may have to face over the next few 

months.   One challenge I mentioned has indeed 

come to a reality as the Department of 

Transportation and Infrastructure imposed the 

scheduled road closure restrictions on  
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Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

Feeling the Love 

Over the past 8 to 12 months, I have been asked by the 

same individual on a few occasions when I was planning 

to retire.  I’ve always given him the same answer, “I 

haven’t really given it much thought.”  But the seed has 

been planted, and sometimes I do catch myself thinking 

about it.  I still feel I am somewhat of a productive 

worker, but I will leave that to others to determine.  The 

point was really driven home when I heard a couple of 

weeks ago that a guy I grew up listening to is doing one 

final tour this year and is retiring.  Sir Elton John is 

packing it in!  That got me reflecting on my time here at 

ELCO.  When I came to work here, the interview process 

was not as extensive as it is today.  I stopped in after 

hearing that ELCO was hiring, asked to see Robin Wilber, 

spoke to him briefly and started working in the old 

sawmill as the splitter man on night shift.   Three shifts 

later and I was on days and my career had begun at 

ELCO.  (I would have loved to have had the chance to 

answer some of the interview questions that they ask 

today. 

Notes from the Boiler Room & Kilns 

 

This month we happily hosted two fellows (Mark & Mike) 

from Scotsburn Lumber in Pictou, Nova Scotia.  They 

were interested in picking our brains about our drying 

schedule.  Scotsburn’s drying system is very similar to 

ours.  The big difference is they have 2 boilers.  One is 

a 200hp and one more that is larger.  They burn only 

sawdust because they can’t feed their shavings fast 

enough to get an adequate supply  

 

Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

certain hauling routes this past Monday.  In preparations 

of this, we have been leaning on our log suppliers to help 

maintain our inventory during the closure.  We are heading 

into the season with an already low inventory, which is not 

ideal, however, we feel confident that the great 

relationships we have built with these suppliers will see us 

through.  We greatly thank them for their loyalty and value 

the efforts they put forth to keep the wheels turning.   We 

are now planning for when the roads re-open, so we are 

able to increase the log flow by having suitable blocks 

available in the event conditions take a little longer to dry 

up. 

I recently read an interesting article describing plans a 

Japanese company, called Sumitomo Forestry, has to build 

the world’s tallest sky scraper almost entirely of wood.  

The current record for the tallest wooden structure is held 

by a building at the University of British Columbia and 

stands 18 stories’ high. The building Sumitomo Forestry 

plans to build will stand 70 stories high and reach 350m 

(over 1000ft). They expect the building will be comprised 

of 90 percent wood and will require 185,000 m3 of 

lumber.  To put that in perspective, it would take ELCO 

over two years to saw the timber required for this building.  

One fact I found quite interesting is that Japan is 

comprised of 68.5 percent forest cover which actually puts 

them ahead of Canada in that regard and second only to 

Finland among OECD member countries.  Like us, this 

company seems to promote the importance of 

sustainability of their forest resource through proper 

management, which also, like us, includes the sustainable 

use of wood products.  Who knows, perhaps someday we 

will see a city of these buildings. 

Until next month, Jason & the Woodlands Team 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the Boiler Room, con’t 

They told me when they were speaking with our MLB 

Lumber Grading Inspector, Doug Lees, and 

suggested they were coming to visit us, Doug told 

them that they were visiting the right facility. 

 

They also said they were very impressed with the 

condition of our kilns.  They specifically noted that 

they were dent free and that steam was not exiting 

the walls.  They were also complimentary when it 

came to our lumber quality, stickering, packaging, 

and yard condition. 

 

Upon their departure, Mark and Mike offered to host 

us at their facility.  It is good to share our 

experiences with other mills.  Everyone ends up 

learning something new. 

 

Until next time, Rob Himelman 
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February 50/50 

 

Feb 2  Chris Wilber 

Feb 9  Justin Isenor 

Feb 16  James Hennigar 

Feb 23  Peter Dillman 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Over time, I went from the “Old Mill” to the “Old Planer” to 

finally making it all the way up to the top.  To the top of the 

hill that is, here at our current planing mill. 

I have seen the company evolve over the years and 

witnessed sawmills and planing mills torn down to make 

way for new ones.  I had the opportunity to work on the 

pond in the summer and saw it filled in to where the planing 

mill sits today. 

I’ve hung around long enough to see and feel heat where I 

work without putting wood in the barrel in the old planing 

mill.  I now work in a building that has a washroom.  That 

wasn’t always the case as we use to have to go across the 

yard to the back side of the bunk house.  I have finally made 

it up from the floor and don’t have to pile 2 X 10 anymore.  

So, all in all, I think I have it pretty good from where I 

started.  I’m “Living the Dream”, if you will.  But all good 

things must come to an end.  There is only one more thing 

I would like to do, but as you have already told me, it’s not 

going to happen (this year, anyway).  So, when the time does 

come, and I decide to pack it in, I give you my word Craig, 

you will be the first one to know. 

Punky’s Girl 

I found out last week that Kim has left us here at ELCO.  I 

just wanted to take a moment to say goodbye and wish her 

all the best in the future.  You will be missed. 

And I’m Paying to Go There? 

I saw on the news last week where Mexico was hit with a 7.2 

earthquake, followed by aftershocks a couple days later.  

Sounds about right, since we are going there next month.  

Maggie made me an appointment to go get a shot for 

hepatitis.  What Maggie neglected to tell me, but 

fortunately, the pharmacist updated me on the fact that I 

must get a second shot before I go and then another one 

when we return.  Maggie also informed me that she set me 

up with an appointment with our family doctor to get a 

tetanus shot as I have never had a need for one.  She also 

reported that the lady at the drugstore told her what to get 

for diarrhea and to avoid eating salads because they are 

washed in the water.  It just keeps getting better and better 

by the minute.  On a positive note, if I have any diarrhea 

medicine left from our trip, I will put it in the bathroom at 

the planer because I think a couple of folks here must eat a 

lot of salad. 

March Birthdays 

Erica Nelson  March 4 

Jeff Belcher  March 4 

Don Iesnor  March 2 

Robbie Peters  March 12 

Joey Preeper  March 24 

 

February Anniversaries 

 

February 

 

Jason Barr  14 years 

Gordie Beaman 32 years 

Ron Miller  31 years 

 

 

 

 

It May Happen 

There is a strong possibility that on Monday, 

February 26th, we could have a full crew back on 

board.  It’s been a long time, and this is subject to 

change of course. 

Notes from the Sawmill 

 
This message is a little overdue but better late than 

never I say.  I would like to acknowledge Don Isenor 

and Cole Isenor for the extra effort they put into 

fixing some walls in the sawmill next to the log brow 

and in the hog building. 

 

They did a great job and all this work was done after 

hours and they did it in record time.  Well done! 

 

Until next time, Stephen Molnar 

 

 


