
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

Damn, I’ve spent the last 30 minutes staring at the 

blankness of my newsletter column for this month and 

nothing has changed.  It’s still blank.  What’s new this 

month?  Some days it feels like our “same old, same old” 

and sometimes it feels like everything is “our new normal”.  

Really, I think it is a blend of “same old, same old”, 

sprinkled with a hearty dose of “new normal”. 

 

As we transition to a life without Northern Pulp, I take 

comfort knowing we have the “same old, same old” folks, 

working on our “new normal”. 

 

Our sawmill team is knee deep in change.  Change offers 

opportunities.  Change can present opportunities that can 

have a domino effect, providing you with more choices 

than you ever dreamed possible.  But change can also be 

difficult.  Recently, I asked Jason Molnar if he could turn 

back time and go back to our old system, would he?  He 

instantly said, “No”.  Jon and Stephen Molnar also agree 

with Jason.    They would not want to turn back time.  

Stephen Molnar also commented on how well Gordie 

Beaman is adjusting to the changes he must learn as a 

result of our upgrades.  Gordie’s positive attitude and 

willingness to learn have been great assets in his ability to 

adapt to his new environment.  Well done Gordie! 

 

On a completely different note, my sisters, Ted and I were 

having lunch in a pub in New Glasgow and the television 

was airing the Scotties Tournament of Hearts curling 

championships.  As we were watching I shared with my 

guests the fact that Robin played in the Juniors in 1968 

and the Canadian Brier in 1972.  They were surprised to 

learn this, and I have challenged Robin to tell us all about 

his curling career in next month’s newsletter. 

 

Stay tuned. 

 

 

Until next month, let’s embrace the changes.  Gennie 

 

 

   
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Safety Committee 

2020 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

We finished February with our first group safety meeting 

of 2020.  We were treated to a hearty stew while Mark 

discussed the sawmill project, including our successful 

safety record while we were under construction.  Job well 

done everyone. 

 

Our next quarterly inspections are due in March, so please 

keep your eyes peeled for Darren and Nick when they 

make their rounds throughout the property.  Thanks in 

advance Darren and Nick. 

 

From a “financial” safety perspective, financial experts are 

warning not to abbreviate 2020 on any legal or financial 

documents in the same way you have likely abbreviated all 

other years:/19, /18, /17, etc.  Abbreviating /20 opens 

up the possibility for someone to add two more digits 

after the /20, perhaps changing the intended date 

altogether, which could have significant financial and/or 

legal implications to you.  Better safe than sorry! 

 

If you see a safety hazard or have a safety concern, please 

speak with your direct supervisor or safety committee 

representative. 

 

Until next month, Nick Miller, Darren Isenor, Don Isenor, 

Craig Isenor, Mark Wilber and Angie Kainola 
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  Notes from the President, con’t 

 

It was plus 2 degrees and windy when I climbed to 

the top of our chip hopper to take a photo of the 

log yard.  On the top of my climb, the wind was 

much stronger and the temperature was much 

colder. 

 

A couple of weeks ago, Chris and I returned from 

our trip to Malaysia, Thailand, Vietnam and 

Singapore.  These are beautiful countries with 

wonderful people and much warmer climates than 

Nova Scotia.  Singapore is just 1 degree north of the 

equator.  The big problem visiting these countries 

is that they are a hell of a long way away.  We 

travelled across 12 time zones (1/2 way around the 

world).  Toronto to Frankfurt was an overnight flight 

so we were able to sleep on the plane.  We spent 

most of the next day in Frankfurt and then picked 

up a flight to Singapore (another 13 1/2 hours 

flight).  As it was an overnight flight, we were able 

to get some shuteye.  On the third night, we finally 

got to sleep in a bed.  What a marathon! 

 

Just for interest, we flew on Singapore Air from 

Frankfurt to Singapore on an AirBus380.  AirBus 

designed and built the A380 to compete with the 

Boeing 747.  The A380 is the largest passenger 

plane in the world.  It has two decks of passengers 

and can hold 853 passengers and has a range of 

15,700 kms.  As I was getting on this monster, I 

wondered how the heck this thing was going to get 

off the ground. 

 
It was the smoothest take-off I have ever 

experienced.  When we lifted, you didn’t even feel 

it.  Singapore Air is a wonderful airline and the 

service is great.  We had a few flights on Lufthansa 

Airline, which is the German airline.  These 2 

airlines can sure teach Air Canada a thing or two.  If 

I had to vote on which airline is the best in the world 

(and I’ve flown on a lot of them), Lufthansa would 

be my top pick. 

 

Until next month, safe travels. Robin 

 

 

 

 

Notes from the President 

 

Our yard log is presently fuller than it has been in many 

years.  Most Nova Scotia sawmills are in the same position 

as we worry about having enough logs to get us through 

the enforced spring weight restrictions on designated 

public roads.  This year, we are also very concerned about 

how many contractors will still be in business when the 

roads re-open in May.  Some of you might ask why this 

is an issue over previous years.  Northern Pulp has been 

shut down by the provincial government and 

consequently, there is no market for pulpwood.  

Pulpwood makes up a huge percentage of the wood fibre 

in our forests.  Without a sale for pulpwood, forestry 

operations are challenged to make harvesting 

economically viable. 

 

View from the top of the chip hopper.  Crap, it’s cold up 

here. 

From my perch on top of the chip hopper, I can’t help 

but notice how neat and tidy our guys keep our log 

yard and the high quality of the logs we source. 
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Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

On Monday, March 2, 2020, spring weight restrictions 

will be enforced on designated public roads from 

Yarmouth to Pictou counties.  Considering everything 

that is going on, there is some concern on how this 

may affect an already fragile harvesting contractor 

sector and fiber supply chain.  For right now, ELCO’s 

log inventory is high, and we feel prepared to handle 

reduced deliveries over the next few months. 

 

This, as I often state, is a result of the key supplier 

relationships we have in place and Stephen’s ability 

to develop a working plan that facilitates everyone.  

As far as our own harvesting operations go, we are 

pleased to have had another opportunity to work with 

the Spence family and Jim Bremner over the last two 

months.  We just wrapped up operations and will be 

moving to our ELCO land base for the duration of the 

weight restriction period. 

 

Regarding the Nova Scotia forest industry and the 

struggles associated with the absence of Northern 

Pulp, in short, it is just that - an ongoing struggle.  

Like I stated last month, the situation has many 

moving parts and there are many people working 

tirelessly to develop workable solutions.  More 

specifically for our operations, we continue to devise 

short term strategies to deal with harvesting absent a 

market (for the most part) for pulpwood.  We are 

doing this along with a continued focus on 

encouraging woodlot owner engagement while 

supporting contractors who are challenged with 

sustaining their businesses during this time.  

 

Unfortunately, the reality is, we likely can’t sustain 

harvest operations indefinitely without a market for 

pulpwood and I hope I am able to report back soon 

with a positive development in that regard. The 

government announced last month there will be 

funding allocated to support silviculture workers and 

landowners as well as funding for road construction 

and upgrades. 

 

 

Notes from Sales 

 

Welcome to the end of February. It certainly has been a 

month of low temperatures, high temperatures and 

everything in between. There is one thing that is 

constant; the days are noticeably getting longer and that 

is a welcome sign. And, this time next month, we will be 

into the start of spring with the sun feeling much 

warmer when it appears. 

 

As always, there are a lot of things happening in the 

world these days. Most notable is the Coronavirus and 

the impact it is having on the global economies. For 

instance, just when we thought the lumber market 

would continue to push higher, we are now experiencing 

a lull in the action.  People are nervous, stock markets 

are pulling back and world trade is slowing. We are 

confident this is all short-term reactions as all the 

fundamentals for a strong year in lumber are still with 

us.  We have a strong housing market.  Western lumber 

production has been curtailed by some 2 billion board 

feet, log costs continue to be high along the Pacific 

Northwest and there is minimal Euro wood entering the 

market at this time.  We have a lot of positives going for 

us this year, let’s not focus on the short-term negatives. 

 

On the home front, the mill seems to be getting 

production back on track, the log yard is full, and we 

still have a great order file to take us through the spring.  

As summer moves in, we are expecting lots of options 

on both sides of the border. 

  

Until next month, 4 more weeks of skiing and it has 

been a great season.  Derek 
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Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

This money is rolling out shortly and will provide a short-

term boost to a section of the forest industry. Although 

this will not address the urgent issues surrounding 

sawmill chip markets and pulpwood, it is something that 

is welcomed and will be utilized. I hope this is an 

indication of our governments intentions for industry 

support as there is concern on what may be in place for a 

long-term plan, something necessary for any kind of 

confidence right now. 

 

Again, I hope to report back with positive developments 

next month. 

 

Until next time, Jason and the Woodlands Team 

 

Notes from Downey’s Corner 

 

I feel good about the things I have done in my life. I have 

tried to live my whole life with the following goals:   

 

Just for today, I will try to live through this day only, not 

to tackle my whole life problems at once.  I can do things 

for 12 hours that would appall me if I had to keep them 

up for a lifetime. 

 

Just for today, I will be happy.  This assumes what 

Abraham Lincoln said is true that, “most folks are about 

as happy as they make up their minds to be.”  Happiness 

is from within; it is not a matter of externals. 

 

Just for today, I will try to adjust myself to what is, and 

not try to adjust everything to my own desires.  I will take 

my family, my business, and my luck as they come and fit 

myself to them. 

 

Just for today, I will take care of my body.  I will exercise 

it, care for it, nourish it, not abuse it nor neglect it, so that 

it will be a perfect machine for my bidding. 

 

 
 

 

Notes from Downey’s Corner, con’t 

 

Just for today, I will try to strengthen my mind.  I will 

learn something useful.  I will not be a mental loafer.  

I will read something that requires effort, thought 

and concentration. 

 

Just for today, I will exercise my soul in three ways: 

I will do somebody a good turn and not get found 

out.  I will do at least two things I don’t want to do, 

as William James suggests, just for exercise. 

 

Just for today, I will be agreeable.  I will look as well 

as I can, dress as becomingly as possible, talk low, 

act courteously, be liberal with praise, criticize not 

all, nor find fault with anything and not try to 

regulate nor improve anyone. 

 

Just for today, I will have a program.  I will write 

down what I expect to do every hour.  I may not 

follow it exactly, but I will have it.  It will eliminate 

two pests, hurry and indecision. 

 

Just for today, I will have a quiet half hour all by 

myself and relax.  In this half hour, sometimes I will 

think of God, so as to get a little more perspective 

to my life. 

 

Just for today, I will be unafraid, especially I will not 

be afraid to be happy, to enjoy what is beautiful, to 

love, and to believe that those I love, love me. 

 

If we breakdown life in terms of each day, our 

challenges will not seem too stressful or too 

overwhelming.  If we breakdown life in terms of each 

day, we will take time to enjoy our happy times and 

our rewards. 

 

Until next time, “May the FOREST be with you.” 

 

Downey. 
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 February 50/50 

Feb 7  Jason Barr 

Feb 14  Warren Hirtle 

Feb 21  Phillip Isenor 

Feb 28  Roland Murray 

 

March Birthdays 

 

Don Isenor  March 2 

Phillip Isenor  March 8 

Robbie Peters  March 12 

Joey Preeper  March 24 

January Anniversaries 

 
Jason Casey   19 years 

Tara Isenor   10 years 

Stephen Mombourquette 22 years 

Robin Wilber   51 years 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

Count Me in Coach, I’m Ready to Play 

 

It’s nice to know the boss can count on you when it comes 

crunch time.  Earlier this month Craig came to see me 

while I was on the trimmer.  With a chuckle, he said, “We 

are gonna send 6 pieces of 6” x 6” X 10’ down on the belt 

to you.  I need you to cut them to 8 feet for me, and don’t 

f--k this up because I don't have any extra.  Thanks for 

the vote of confidence buddy!” 

 

Out on Tour 

 

Craig took me over to see the new sawmill upgrades 

earlier this month.  It’s been a year or so since my last 

visit.  There are lots of changes for sure.  Gordie seems to 

be liking his new job and deservedly so.  When I was there, 

they were installing a tv monitor.  It is cool to see the new 

optimizer grading the lumber.  The writing is on the wall 

for those of us who grade lumber.  And, what a 

lunchroom, it’s BIG.  You guys must have a kitchen 

PERSON who keeps it clean because it was spotless the day 

I visited.  The only thing I didn't like were the stairs leading 

up to the lunchroom.  We don't have these at the old folks’ 

home, but all in all everything was quite impressive. 

 

Getting Ready to Spring Ahead 

 

As everyone knows, time springs ahead on March 8th by 

1 hour.  As only a few people know, a couple of weeks 

ago, we set the planer mill clock back a few minutes.  We 

have a brand-new digital clock that shows the day of the 

week, the date and month and, most importantly the 

correct time.  This is a pretty big deal because we have 

never had the correct time here and for what reason now 

escapes me.  All I know is for the last 20 plus years we ran 

anywhere from 7 to 12 minutes ahead of the rest of the 

world. But, as I said earlier, that all changed a couple of 

weeks back.  However, with the upcoming time change, 

we have a pool going on where we are going to end up! 

 

 

 

February Anniversaries 

 

Jason Barr  16 years 

Gordie Beaman 34 years 

Phillip Isenor  30 years 

Ron Miller  33 years 

Matthew Works 2 years  

 

 


