
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

Holding with tradition, this is our last newsletter of 2018.  

We take this opportunity to wish everyone a Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Last week, we were visited by representatives from 

Unifor.    Unifor is Canada’s largest private sector union, 

with more than 315,000 members across the country, 

working in every major sector of the Canadian economy.  

They represent Northern Pulp employees. 

(From their website):  Unifor is calling on Premier Stephen 

McNeil and his government to take a leadership role to 

resolve the growing tensions surrounding the Northern 

Pulp mill in Pictou County. 

The union is very concerned about the tense situation in 

the community, including the possibility of Northern Pulp 

closing the mill until an effluent treatment facility can be 

completed. 

“This situation has gone on long enough. The tensions 

and divisions continue to grow and the Premier needs to 

play a leadership role here,” said Lana Payne, Unifor 

Atlantic Regional Director. “We expect him to step in, 

bring all parties together, and attempt to have a 

reasonable dialogue in hopes of finding a resolution.” 

“We are also calling on the Premier to protect and stand 

up for good jobs in the province, like those at the mill 

and the hundreds and hundreds of workers in 

communities around Nova Scotia who depend on this mill 

for their livelihoods,” said Scott Doherty, Executive 

Assistant to the Unifor National President. “There is no 

reason we can’t protect the environment and have good 

jobs in the forest sector.” End 

Elmsdale Lumber and some of our employees and Robin 

are featured in the video.  We urge our readers to login 

to: www.unifor.org/en/node/15989 and watch the video 

and take a moment to complete the online survey. 
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Notes from the Editor, con’t 

 

In the video, Robin says it best when he states, “Northern 

Pulp will have a world class system if we allow them to 

complete the work that needs to be done.” 

 

This month, we were saddened to learn of the passing of 

our former employee and friend, Lester Isenor.  Three of 

Lester’s sons (Phillip, Don & Sass) and daughter-in-law, 

Tara are employees of ELCO.  Our thoughts are with the 

family.  Lester’s smiling face and good humour will 

always be remembered. 

 

Until next year, Happy New Year. 

Gennie 

 

Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

  Jan 2 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Jun 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Jul 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Aug 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Sep 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Oct 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Nov 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted on 

the bulletin boards around the property.  Please take a 

moment to review them & be sure to ask your supervisor 

or any member of our safety committee about any 

questions you may have. 

 

Our quarterly group safety meeting is due this month, 

but due to the many vacations planned for November’s 

hunting season, we have scheduled it for early 

December.   

 
 

 

http://www.unifor.org/en/node/15989
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  Notes from the Safety Committee, con’t 

 

On Wednesday, December 5, we will be holding our 

“November” quarterly group safety meeting.  We’ll be 

treated to a hearty stew prepared by Brad Bowden of 

Catering Unlimited.  We will also be watching “East Hants 

– This is Us”, featuring our own Downey Thompson. 

 

This is our last newsletter of 2018.  We wish you a very 

safe & happy holiday season & encourage you to spend 

time with friends & loved ones.  Arrive alive, drive sober. 

 

See you in 2019,  

 

Don Isenor, Darren Isenor, Brian Giddens, Craig Isenor, 

Angie Kainola, Mark Wilber 

 

Notes from the President 

 

If you get a chance to watch the video Gennie mentions 

in her newsletter article, I urge you to take a few minutes 

to sign up in support of this endeavor.  You may have 

friends or relatives that may express an issue to you 

regarding the environment and how it relates to Northern 

Pulp’s proposal.  I would like to clarify something for you.  

At this point in time, that is not the issue.  Northern Pulp 

had provincial consent to update Boat Harbour until 

2030.  Premier McNeil reduced that deadline to 2020, 

allowing only 5 years to complete federal and provincial 

environmental assessments, research the best 

technologies, and so on.  Northern Pulp has indicated to 

the government that this will not be enough time to 

complete everything that needs to be accomplished by 

the 2020 deadline.  All Northern Pulp is requesting is the 

deadline be extended so they can complete the project 

with the best possible outcomes.  I realize this is a bit of 

a political football for the Premier.  However, it falls back 

on his government for reducing their timeline.  He needs 

to show real leadership and fix the problem he created.  

Please watch the video and please sign up and don’t 

hesitate to share it with your friends and family and ask 

them to sign up as well. 

 

Notes from President, con’t 

 

We are happy to report that J. W. Lindsay Construction 

has started the construction of the new building that 

will be built over an existing portion of our sawmill 

building.  It took several months to complete the 

building design.  Constructing a building on a vacant 

site is one thing but constructing a building over top 

of an existing building and a plan to remove the old 

building after the new construction is complete 

comes with substantial challenges.  We had to make 

sure that all the beams were in places that would not 

interrupt how a sawmill works and include a roof 

hatch to allow for older equipment to be craned out 

and new equipment to be craned in.  J. W. Lindsay 

Construction are fabulous to work with and we are 

very excited to have this project underway.  They 

have sub-contracted our friends, Kel-Greg 

Construction, to do the excavation and concrete 

work.  Kel-Greg is a local company, world famous in 

Hants County (and beyond) for quality work.   It is our 

mandate to support local businesses as often as 

possible.  This is another fine example of your 

company creating employment in our community. 

 

Bird Construction continue to use one of our bays to 

build the nailed-laminate panels for the new aquatic 

center in Elmsdale.  They require 176 panels, which 

will use 85,000 board feet of our 2” X 4” lumber.  

These panels will form the roof over the aquatic 

center and will be visible from the inside.  When this 

project is complete, and we all get a chance to visit 

the center and admire the beautiful ceiling 

manufactured with the products you produced, you 

will have one more reason to be proud of our new, 

modern recreational facility. 

 

CHRISTMAS PARTY!  I can’t believe it is that time of 

year again, but it is.  I hope to see each and everyone 

of you Saturday, December 1.  Please play safe over 

the holiday season. 

 

Until next year, Robin. 
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Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

I was born in a forest industry family; sawdust was 

part of my daily diet. I have seen the changes in 

technology, I have seen the improvements in 

forestry practices, I have witnessed us grow and 

manage the forest much better over the years. 

Northern Pulp wants to add the most advanced 

discharge plant to their pulp mill and need time to 

make sure it is done properly. The message we need 

to get out there is that we need to give them the time 

to build this plant and more importantly do it right.  

Let’s do something positive for our province and be 

proud of it. 

 

Until January, have a great holiday season. Derek 

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

Here we are once again, our final note of the year, 

and what an eventful year it has been. Our industry 

has faced several challenges throughout 2018 and it 

appears we will be required to continue to face these 

same challenges going forward. From a government 

shift in how we will be mandated to manage our 

forests in the future to the challenges Northern Pulp 

is facing, we are clearly in a time where the industry 

must come together more now than ever. Our 

Woodlands Department is committed to continuing 

this collaborative momentum into 2019 and will do 

everything possible to ensure we thrive despite 

these challenges. 

 

A few years back I wrote in the ELCO newsletter 

about a woodlot lot Downey Thompson owns where 

we operated a commercial thinning in a stand that 

Downey planted 40 years ago. We ran some of the 

logs we removed from the stand through the mill 

and were able to watch Downey hold a 2x4 from a 

tree he planted.  I thought that was very much a 

notable achievement, given the fact that he also 

originally harvested the lot before it was planted.  It 

is a rare opportunity to see a tree harvested twice off 

the same stand.    

Notes from Sales 

 

I am not sure what you guys did to get the weather 

Gods all wound up, but it wasn’t me.  I was in Africa.  

Speaking of Africa, it was an amazing trip.  The world 

is a big place and is one of many different cultures and 

ecosystems.  Over the years, Deb and I have travelled 

to 4 continents and our goal is to get to all of them.  So 

far, Africa has been the most unique in many ways. 

Millions of people live there, but you don’t see them.  

There are more animals than you can ever imagine, and 

you do see them, they are everywhere.  Life is simple 

there.  People do not have much, but they don’t want 

much either. They live off the land and cohabitate with 

the lions, elephants, giraffes, rhinos, buffalo, deer, 

monkeys, leopards, cheetahs, zebras and the list goes 

on and on.  It is simply astonishing to see how well this 

world functions. There is no money, and there is no 

debt.  There is no crime and there is no stress. There 

are not many rules and not many accidents. Can you 

imagine 3 people on a motorcycle with groceries with 

no helmets, weaving in and out of traffic going down 

the street of Halifax?  Can you imagine sending your 

kids off on a 2 or 3 kilometer walk to school along a 

dirt road with a multitude of wild animals and no 

houses around?  These people are nature? They live in 

the wild kingdom and are part of it.  We also climbed a 

mountain to 12,500 ft; a great experience and we now 

know why YOUNG people love hiking above the clouds. 

The next time you see me, ask me to show you a few 

pictures.  

 

Lumber prices have stabilized, although it is that time 

of year when things start to slow down for the holidays.  

It looks as if the markets are setting themselves up for 

a busy start to the New Year. Let’s hope for winter 

freeze up to set in and lots of logs to flow in.  

 

Everyone’s attention these days in our industry must 

be on Northern Pulp and the situation with the new 

treatment plant. I am confident that this will work itself 

out, but it is important that the Forest Industry’s voice 

be heard. We have a great story to tell and it must be 

heard. 
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  Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

Twas the Last Week Before Christmas Break 

Twas the last week before Christmas 

And all through the mill 

All the boys and girls were so excited 

That we couldn’t stand still 

 

Just five more days of slugging 

And then we won’t be here 

For home we will be, smiling and hugging 

With all our loved ones, whiskey and beer 

 

For we have to get ready for Santa 

Because he will soon be on his way 

That’s why everybody is smiling 

Because we will be off for 5 days 

 

The last five days of work 

Will seem like forever 

Fridays not a coming 

Never, never, never 

 

But here we are 

It’s Friday morn 

We never felt so alive 

Almost like we’re reborn 

 

Just 9 more hours 

And out the door we go 

Nothin’s gonna stop ‘em 

Not even a foot of new snow 

 

Lots to get done 

On our last day 

Orders to be filled 

So our bills will be paid 

 

 

Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 
Well, fast forward to last week, when I was asked by Robin to 

provide an easily accessible “on the ground” example of our 

forests capability of being sustainable, I immediately thought 

of this lot. The site will be used in a promotional video ELCO 

and Bird Construction are teaming up to produce which 

highlights the sustainability of our forests while supporting the 

use of wood products.  I was confident this particular property, 

with its continued management over decades, would highlight 

the forests ability to support a viable industry that produces 

quality products used a wide variety of construction 

applications.  The discussion we had on site during filming, in 

my opinion, captured that essence of sustainability as we at 

one point stood in an 11-year-old plantation where the spruce 

trees averaged twelve feet tall.  Robin immediately 

acknowledged that even though the stand is only around the 

same age as his Grandson Ty, it is very much on its way to a 

high-quality spruce forest. Building from that, I think it was 

really put together when we shifted over a few hundred feet 

into that stand Downey planted, which is now 40 years old and 

essentially represents the younger stand in another 30 years.  

That stand is now approaching 40 feet tall, has an average 

diameter of 8” and if harvested today, would result in over 80% 

saw logs. The quality forest stands present on the lot today are 

a vast improvement to the old farm land that had grown up in 

a low-quality forest Downey harvested over 40 years ago. This 

type of management is considered intensive forest 

management or production forestry and although it takes 

investment and planning, it maximizes the productivity of the 

portion of the land base managed this way.  This can provide 

the opportunity for balance, allowing the rest of the forested 

land base to be managed to prioritize other values such as 

ecological ones. 

 

Our forests are a renewable resource and we can support the 

industry and use of wood products while managing for other 

values.  This property is an example of an important part of 

what is necessary to do that, and I think as industry members, 

this is what we must be willing to share. 

So, have a very “Happy Holiday” season, and please do not 

hesitate to spread this example of sustainability to all who are 

willing to listen. 

 

See you in 2019!          Until next year, Jason Casey and the 

Woodlands Team 
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November 50/50 

Nov 2  Roland Murray 

Nov 9  Stephen Molnar 

Nov 16  Jason Casey 

Nov 23  Chris Myers 

Nov 30  Mark Wilber 

November & December 

Anniversaries 

 

Brian Giddens  4 years 

Brian Myers  19 years 

December & January Birthdays 

 

Jason Molnar   Dec 22 

 

Brian Giddens   Jan 03 

Gennie Himelman  Jan 29 

Brian Myers   Jan 15 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

Twas the Last Week Before Christmas Break, con’t 

 

Here we are 

We made it to noon 

Eating our Christmas lunch 

We got from the greasy spoon 

 

Up and at ‘em 

It’s back to work we go 

The hands on the clock 

Are moving so slow 

 

It’s now the last  

Quarter break of the day 

Just two more hours 

And we will be on our way 

 

Soon our Xmas envelopes 

Will be coming through the door 

Filled with all kinds of goodies 

Who could ask for anything more? 

 

Slowly but surely 

The clock strikes four thirty 

Well, okay, four twenty-nine 

So we left a minute early 

 

Out the door we all go 

And down over the hill 

Clutching our Christmas envelopes 

To help pay for our Christmas bills. 

 

From all of us 

To all of you 

Merry Christmas 

From the Planer Mill Crew! 

 

 

 

 


