
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

As this is our last newsletter of 2019, I am sending out my 

best wishes to you and yours for a healthy and happy holiday 

season. 

 

We kicked off the holiday season early this year.  From my 

vantage point, our November 26 Christmas party was great 

fun!  As usual, our team’s dance routine was the perfect way 

to kick off the dance portion of the evening.  Thanks to Jason 

Casey, Bubba Barr, Warren Hirtle, Robert Himelman, and 

Craig Isenor for their continued commitment to this annual 

event.  This year, we happily welcomed Tara Isenor and 

Odessa Jack to the mix.  I especially enjoyed the practice 

sessions and couldn’t help but notice, the gals were much 

more prepared than the guys.  During our practice sessions, 

all eyes were on Odessa and when she confused her left from 

her right, the rest of the dancers followed suit.  Thanks for 

the smiles and keep your ears open for next year’s dance 

tune. 

 

Earlier in the year, a handful of us met at the Eacan office to 

review our future sales strategy and following our meeting 

we were treated to a lunch.  During the lunch, I suggested to 

the Eacan team they surprise our guests with some sort of 

entertainment at our Christmas party.  I did not have a 

commitment when we left their office, but I was optimistic 

they would come through.  After a few weeks passed, I 

emailed Evan Meisner to tell him I had not received a 

response to my entertainment request and as the date was 

fast approaching, I put them on the schedule. 

 

They did not disappoint!  Wow, folks have been talking about 

their performance ever since.  I can’t get the tune out of my 

head.  “Elmsdale Lumber has the best damn lumber and if 

you call our number, we’ll get you some premium ELCO 

wood.”  The lyrics in Evan’s song left everyone in stitches.  

Thank you, thank you, thank you.  Can’t wait to see and hear 

what they have in store for us at next year’s party. 

 

We are working on getting both performances on our website 

for your enjoyment.  Stay tuned! 

 

   
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Editor, con’t 

 

Nov 29th!    We have been anticipating this date for over 

a year!  Our fingers are crossed that all the planing and 

list checking will pay off.  My confidence level in the 

abilities of our team is extraordinarily high!  I predict 

our new equipment will be installed and we will be 

making sawdust a few days ahead of schedule (knock 

wood).  If I am wrong, it will be the result of things out 

of the team’s control, like Mother Nature and a turn in 

the weather. 

 

Although I can’t offer any mechanical or construction 

values, I can offer my services as gopher (go for this 

and go for that), emotional support, and cheerleader.  

Go get ‘em team! 

 

Until next year, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 

 

Gennie 

 

Notes from the Safety Committee 

2019 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 1 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  June 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

   July 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Aug 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Sept 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Oct 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Nov 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted 

on the bulletin boards around the property.  Please 

take a moment to review these and address any 

concerns with your supervisor. 
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Notes from the President, con’t 

This year, and for the past number of years, some of 

our ELCO team have put on a bit of a show for our 

entertainment.  This past year, Gennie challenged 

the Eacan Timber group to come up with some 

entertainment.  Boy, did they step up to the plate.  

Evan Meisner, who is a natural entertainer, wrote a 

song about ELCO.  The rest of the Eacan team 

provided backup.  The words and how it was 

presented were fantastic.  If you haven’t seen it, we 

can fix that.  Thanks Evan and the rest of the Eacan 

team for a job extremely well done. 

 

Last month, we asked our folks to make sure to voice 

their views on the provincial government’s public 

opinion poll on the Northern Pulp proposed, new 

effluent treatment plant.  As you know, you could 

distribute as many invitations as you wanted to 

family, friends, neighbours so they could have their 

opportunity to express their opinion.  Well done 

everyone, you did a great job.  We outstripped all the 

other companies with a total of 426 opinions cast.  

We also compiled an email to suppliers, customers 

and friends of ELCO and sent them the link to the 

government’s online process for receiving public 

comments on Northern Pulp’s proposed 

Environmental Assessment and approval.  There is 

no way for us to track how many people participated, 

but we did send it out to well over 500 companies 

and individuals.  We will soon know the fate of 

Northern Pulp.  Probably sometime between now 

and Christmas, although it could run into the new 

year so, stay tuned. 

 

Earlier this month, Chris and I, along with Gennie, 

Angie, Leslie and one of Leslie’s Strides Spa team 

members went to hear Barack Obama at the 

Scotiabank Centre in Halifax.  I thought it was great 

and there is a lot we can learn from this gentleman.  

Gennie had the opportunity to hear Michelle Obama 

in Hamilton this year.  She tells me although both 

performances had the same interview format, she 

enjoyed Barack’s humour and global message more, 

but Michelle performance was full of inspiration and 

pulled at her heart strings a little more.   

 

 

Notes from the Safety Committee, con’t 

 

Thanks to Darren and Nick for completing this round of our 

quarterly inspections.  We appreciate the time and effort 

you put into these. 

 

As you know, we are about to begin our sawmill equipment 

upgrade.  We thank everyone for their continued attention 

to safe work practices as we work through this project. 

 

November is our last newsletter of the year, so from 

everyone on ELCO’s Safety Committee, we wish you and 

yours a very Merry Christmas, and a healthy and happy New 

Year. 

 

Until next year, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Mark Wilber, 

Don Isenor, Nick Miller, Darren Isenor 

 

Notes from the President 

 

The big news this month is the impending shutdown of the 

sawmill on November 29th.  The sawmill plans to shutdown 

at lunchtime on Friday to allow time to empty all the bins 

in the Bin Sorter building and to perform an overall 

cleanup.  The Irving crane is scheduled to arrive on Friday 

to get setup to start lifting roof sections on Saturday 

morning to allow access to remove some of the old gear.  

By the time you read this, we should have received a couple 

of trailer loads of equipment from TS Manufacturing and 

VAB Solutions. 

 

Shutdowns to make major changes in equipment is always 

a nervous time for me.  How long will it take to get the mill 

up and running again?  How many unforeseen problems 

will we encounter?  How long will it take to ramp production 

numbers back to normal?  All these questions and more are 

absolutely unanswerable.  All the guys at the mill have 

worked very hard to get this job ready to rock n’ roll.  They 

will soon see the benefit of their hard work.  I am sure there 

will be lots of midnight oil being burned in the next couple 

of weeks.  Let’s all cross our fingers everything goes as 

planned. 

 

Our Christmas party was earlier than usual due to the 

sawmill shutdown date.  I think we had 98% participation 

and I know everyone had a great time.   
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Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

It’s also exciting times for the production team at 

ELCO, as over the next couple of weeks the sawmill 

will go through a transformation with the installation 

of new optimized trimming equipment.  I have been 

privy to many of the pre-planning discussions and it 

is obvious to me everyone is ready to put the plan in 

place. Once again, the history of such projects with 

ELCO indicate this project will be very successful and 

completed on time.  

 

Until January, good luck with the project and have a 

great and safe Christmas holiday.  Derek 

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

So here we are, just about to wrap up 2019, and as 

is the norm for November, this will be our last note 

for this year.  I would guess when we report back at 

the end of January 2020 there will be lots to talk 

about.  We will likely have some clarity on how the 

Northern Pulp story is going to play out.  We will also 

likely have some sort of development with the 

ongoing implementation of the Lahey Report 

recommendations, and lastly, I am willing to bet 

someone (likely Robin) will have much to share 

regarding the mill upgrade project here at ELCO.  

 

These different story lines have certainly been of 

importance to us here as they played out during 

2019 and subsequently, how these topics continue 

to unfold will likely be a significant part of what we 

experience during 2020.  Some of the changes are 

planned and we are quite certain will be an 

improvement like the mill upgrade. Some are more 

concerning and still uncertain like the Northern Pulp 

project, and some, like the implementation of the 

Lahey Report, at this point, is mostly unknown.  I 

can’t help but think in a lot of ways, these three-

story lines are a well-rounded example of how 

historically the forest industry seems to go.   

 

 

 

Notes from the President, con’t 

 

She thinks the best question asked at Barack’s 

presentation was, “So, what’s it like to be Mr. Michelle 

Obama?”  His answer was inspired.  He strongly 

suggested he highly recommends marrying up.  It boosts 

your confidence, ambition, self-worth and gene pool. 

 
Until next year, Robin 

 

Notes from Sales 

 

First, everyone here at Eacan would like to say a great big 

thank you for your generous hospitality at the ELCO 

Christmas party. ELCO always goes above and beyond 

and their annual Christmas party at the Elmsdale Legion 

is no exception. Some of us here at Eacan (and I won’t 

say who Barb) have a hard job controlling their 

excitement over that famous turkey dinner and 

festivities.  Job well done Team ELCO. 

 

Lumber markets continue to stumble along with no real 

clear direction.  It is kind of like me going Christmas 

shopping, no real clear direction or activity. The volume 

of lumber moving is okay but in general, the level of 

excitement in the marketplace is muted. This is typical 

for this time of year and we don’t expect to see very 

much happen until everyone returns to work recharged 

from the holidays. 

 

The good news of the month is that we have successfully 

secured a substantial order file for the winter and spring 

months.  As is customary, we will be supplying large 

volumes of the ELCO production to the pressure treating 

markets. The orders were much later coming our way this 

year, which was making me nervous, but the same 

people I have dealt with for years kept telling me it was 

going to happen. It’s always a good feeling to build a 

healthy order file ahead of production and having the 

reputation of successfully running these programs 

allows ELCO to continue to do this. 
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Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t’ 

 

Well, who is to say the teenager you swindled into 
taking those coupons didn't have to reimburse his 
or her employer?   It’s more common than you 
think. I also heard an employee at the sawmill tried 
the same thing over Kennetcook way and was 
caught.  Undaunted, the employee tried his luck 
here in our hometown and was successful in 
passing the bogus coupon.  I hope he didn't get this 
idea from the person who did it at the planer mill. 
Where will it end?  I left a memo at the Legion 
where I work not to accept any ELCO LIQUOR 
tickets that might be attempted to be passed at 
the bar. I told them they were not to be honored.  
Always take the high road whenever possible no 
matter how great the temptation is for an A&W 
BURGER OR ROBIN’S COFFEE. 
 

Well, we have another Christmas party in the books 

as 2019’s party is done.  Another great time was 

had by all. We make something you can’t buy, and 

that's great memories. Leading up to this year’s 

events some of us were recalling past years with 

laughs and smiles all around as we reminisced.  

Our parties are starting to take on a life of their 

own. When some of my regular Legion customers 

hear about ELCO coming in for the night, they 

smile and say, “I hear ELCO really knows how to 

party”. Yes, you've heard correctly.  Our dance is 

always eagerly awaited with the ELCO ensemble. 

They never disappoint. This year was no exception.  

It was nice to see EACAN get involved in the 

entertainment side this year.  Evan, you sure can 

sing and play, but what impressed me the most 

was the song you wrote.  It was perfect and to get 

the rest of the team on stage with you was the icing 

on the cake. I’m sure this time next year, as we 

ready for the 2020 Christmas party, we will be 

looking back at this one and smile.  Best wishes to 

all and Merry Christmas. 

 

Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

There is always a challenge or evolving circumstance, 

which often results in the need for change, and we adapt 

and move forward.  This is a testament to the resilience 

and adaptability of our industry and our ability to continue 

to do so will only make us stronger and more prepared for 

the next set of challenges and changes. 

 

In the short term, keeping with the theme of challenges 

and adapting, a wet fall has started to chip away at our log 

inventory. The restraints on trucking logs during this time 

have affected deliveries and most contractors are limited 

when they can haul.  Stephen has communicated this 

concern to some key suppliers and contractors, resulting 

in a much-appreciated response to adapting operations in 

order to ramp things up into the winter. These 

relationships are a key part to our sustained wood supply 

and are very much valued. 

 

With that, I am optimistic on what 2020 will bring and I 

look forward to reporting back to you all next year.  Until 

then I hope everyone enjoys a happy and safe holiday 

season. 

 

Jason and the Woodlands Team 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

 

Scam Me Once, Shame on Me, Scam Me Twice, Shame on 

You 

With the way the world is today, I am sad to say a lot of 
scams are happening daily.  Phone scams are a big 
problem and generate a lot of money for con artists, but 
there are other forms of scams out there as I found out 
this month.  I heard a FRIEND say they had used outdated 
coupons at a local fast food place.  I’m not mad but I am 
disappointed to say the least.  What difference does it 
make you ask?   
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  Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

Vegas Baby 

In March 2014, I attended my first NHL game in the Bell 

Centre in Montreal. Up to that point, I had never been 

on a plane or had really been anywhere.  My buddy, (who 

by the way is a huge Boston Bruins’ fan) talked me into 

coming with him to the game.  We spent a few extra days 

in Montreal and had a blast.  He suggested we should 

enjoy another game sometime in the future and I 

agreed.  He mentioned my commitment from time to 

time and suggested we go to the States.  I talked to 

Maggie about this and told her I gave him my word.  She 

explained to me it was alright with her, but not before I 

enjoyed a trip with her.  She said the first time you leave 

the country for a holiday or pleasure trip it wasn't going 

to be with Shawn, it was going to be with her. 

“Understood”, I said. I told Shawn and he asked why that 

was?  I explained it was because I was married and slept 

with her and not with him.  Shawn has been single all his 

life so it’s hard for him to understand. 

 

Well, last year Maggie and I went to Mexico and had a 

great time.  Pretty much soon as I got home, I called 

Shawn and told him I was good to go!  That's all we 

talked about since last winter.  Shawn said, “Let’s do 

Vegas”, and I told him I was in. I said I didn't want to go 

in October or December, but any other time of the year 

was fine.  So, if his Bruins played first, that's who we 

would see and if the Habs played first, then that would 

be our game.  We just had to wait for the schedule to be 

released. 

 

Shawn and I enjoy a monthly traveling poker game and 

as you might expect, we would often talk about our 

upcoming trip and smile.  Before long George and Andy 

were coming with us.  They are Habs fans and when the 

schedule was released, we saw Boston and Montreal only 

played once each in Vegas.  Boston on October 5th and 

Montreal on October 31st.  Shawn reminded me I said I 

didn't want to go in October.  I said it might go into 

overtime and end on November 1st. It was settled, we 

were going to see the Habs in Vegas in October. 

 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

We got tickets for a show on Monday and Tuesday.  

We decided after we landed, we would get to the 

hotel, unpack and have a few drinks and become 

familiar with our surroundings and just relax.  After 

a few drinks, that plan went out the window and we 

headed down to the lobby, got off the elevator went 

through the front doors of the Plaza hotel.  We were 

looking straight down Freemont Street.  We went for 

a walk on Freemont.  WOW, there’s no way I could 

describe this street and do it justice.  The four of us 

stopped about halfway down and just tried to take 

in some of the things we were witnessing.  A lady 

approached us and introduced herself.  She saw that 

Andy wearing a Nova Scotia hoodie and she was 

there with her friends from Hubbards and they were 

celebrating one of the girls turning 50.  It’s a small 

world but we were on a big ass crazy street.  Monday 

saw us gamble and drink until we headed up to the 

Luxor Hotel on the Vegas strip for our first show. 

Tuesday was a carbon copy of Monday, breakfast 

and then 3 card poker and drinking.  The cost of 

drinks at the GOLDEN NUGGET is FREE if you are 

gambling, so, gamble we did. 

 

We went to the MGM Hotel on Tuesday for supper 

and show number two.  The buffet at the MGM 

includes a bar with beer and wine.  We went up to 

the strip on Wednesday and got off at Caesars 

Palace, an amazing, amazing place.  Next it was a 

short walk up to Sammy Hagar’s bar, Cabo Wabo 

Cantina.  We drank and people watched.  As we left 

and headed to the Hard Rock Café for something to 

eat, we popped into a Walgreens for a bottle of rum 

and I got ID’d.  All hard liquor is kept behind the 

counter, so you have to ask for it and show photo ID 

with your date of birth. I know this because I gave 

her my Costco card first and she said there was no 

date of birth and she couldn't accept it. I then found 

my driver license and passed it to her.  We were now 

good to go.  We went down Freemont Street every 

day of our stay.  The casino where we gambled 

(Golden Nugget) is located about halfway down the 

street. 
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 Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

We had to wait about a month and a half for the online 

box office to open to get our tickets.  In the meantime, 

Shawn kept checking the airlines for possible seat sales.  

We decided to go on Sunday the 27th and return on Friday 

November the 1st.  Shawn got us a great price on the 

airfare. Thursday was game day.  Up and at ‘em for 

breakfast followed by more gambling and drinking. We 

caught the bus at 4:30 p.m. and headed for the T-Mobile 

arena.  The only downside to the trip was we had to take 

a bus to get to the Strip as we stayed in the old part of 

Vegas, but everything else was great.  Three of us had on 

our Habs gear while Bruins’ fan Shawn was the odd man 

out.  You go through the park to get into the arena and it 

was a lot of fun drinking and trash talking with all the 

Vegas Knights fans. I was in my element!  We had great 

seats, lower bowl about halfway BETWEEN THE BLUE AND 

GOAL LINES IN THE CANADIAN’S END.  It was a jammed 

packed house with lots of Habs’ jerseys to be seen.  We 

met people from Thunder Bay, Newfoundland, Northwest 

Territories and Quebec.  We scored early for a 1-0 lead, 

but before the period was over the Knights were up 2-1 

with the last goal being soft.  Andy and I gave the gears 

to the Habs backup goalie who got the start because Price 

played the night before.  We scored the lone goal in the 

second and the game was tied 2-2 headed into the third.  

We were in it, but we weren't playing good at all.  The 

Knight’s scored 2 more in the third by the 10-minute 

mark and we were trailing 4-2.  We made it 4-3 with 5 

minutes to go. With our goalie on the bench for an extra 

attacker, we scored to tie it up and there were high fives, 

hugs and spilled beer galore in our row.  We were all 

saying we stole a point because we didn't deserve it the 

way we were playing.  It turned out that wasn't true, 

because 27 seconds into over-time, Max Domi scored, 

and we stole 2 points.  The Knight fans were very gracious 

and congratulated us.  I couldn't have written a better 

script for the game. It was a Halloween night I will not 

soon forget. 

 

We headed home the next day with a stop-over in Calgary. 

It was great to be back in Canada and be able to get a 

Tims. I’ve been asked a few times by people if I would go 

back. ABSOLUTELY. GO HABS GO! 

 

December/January Birthdays 

 

Weslie Benoit  January 25 

Gennie Himelman January 29 

Jaxon MacDonald December 24 

Jason Molnar  December 22 

Brian Myers  January 15 

 

 

November 50/50 

 
Nov 01  Tara Isenor 

Nov 08  Rob Himelman 

Nov 15  Stephen Thompson 

Nov 22  Robbie Peters 

Nov 29  Shawn Preeper 

 

 

November/December Anniversaries 

 
Brian Myers  20 years 

 

Chris Wilber and Gennie are wondering how 

the hell that happened? 

 

 


