
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

As the reality of the global impact of COVID-19 became more 

and more apparent and we were faced with the new 

challenges of social distancing and isolation required to 

defeat this deadly virus, I worried about my family, friends 

and co-workers.  I worried about their physical and mental 

health.  As the days turned into weeks, I took comfort in the 

fact that those closest to me were doing their part 

implementing the necessary steps to stop the spread.  In 

addition to my family’s endeavors, I am comforted by the 

efforts of this team to respect the protocols we have imposed 

here at ELCO to keep us safe and to stop the spread.  Everyone 

I care about seems to have listened and heeded our Premier’s 

advice when he said, “Stay the blazes home!” 

Many have used this time to attend to over-looked chores, 

spring cleaning and learning from our children about ways to 

connect using social media.  Like many, I have used this time 

to catch up on my reading.  I dusted off a book on my shelf 

titled, “History Along the Old Guysborough Road”.  I 

particularly enjoyed the following story: 

“Soon we reach Holland’s Brook which meanders through 

Holland’s meadows, the homestead of William and Thomas 

Holland.  In the early 1800s, George and William Preeper 

farmed here for a number of years.  William’s wife Mina 

appears to have been of hardy pioneer stock.  While pregnant 

she set out for a day of blueberry picking on the barrens 

behind this farm.  Thus occupied, she went into labour.  

However, this resourceful lady seemed equal to the task.  

Delivering her offspring, she wrapped the child in her apron 

and placing it in a shady nook she continued her berry 

picking.  Upon filling her pail, she made her way home with 

her blueberries and a new addition to the family.” 

So, I say to Shawn and Joey Preeper (two of our sawmill guys), 

clearly your heritage suggests you are made of “hardy pioneer 

stock.”   

 

   
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Editor, con’t 

 

Anyone who knows me, knows I have spent many 

backbreaking hours picking blueberries, but I can 

assure, I am not made of this “hardy pioneer stock”.  But 

I am inspired by this story! 

 

Just as we were beginning to adjust to our new reality, 

the morning of Sunday, April 19th, 2020, will be forever 

etched in our memories.  As we were clearing the sleep 

from our eyes, our world was being turned upside down.  

The unthinkable was happening.  Tragedies like this 

don’t happen here in our peaceful little towns and 

villages.  Tragedies such as these only happen in the 

global headlines around the world.  We read about them, 

we are stunned by the events and then we wake up in the 

morning and get on with our daily lives.  Well not this 

time!  I am questioning and worrying about how the 

victims’ families, friends and our community will heal.  

We are at war with enemies we can’t see or foresee.  And 

then, I remember the mothers who sent their sons and 

daughters to fight the evils of the world in World War I 

and World War II.  How they woke up every morning for 

years and prayed for their loved ones’ safety.  Some had 

their prayers answered and others were left to pay the 

ultimate price.  Entire communities joined together to 

support each other and ultimately life went on.  They 

survived and we will survive.  I believe that time heals all 

wounds.  That doesn’t mean we won’t be left with scars, 

but the bleeding will stop.  I promise. 

One thing I am doing to help with my mental health is to 

limit my time spent reading the news.  I think it is 

important to stay up to date, but it serves no purpose to 

live in all the negativity all the time.  Just food for 

thought. 

Until next time, stay strong, stay committed, stay well 

and together we will heal.  Gennie 

 



 

 

Page 2 

 
Wood N You Like To Know 

  Notes from the Safety Committee 

 

2020 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 1 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

Like all Nova Scotian’s and folks across this great country, 

our hearts are broken!  Much love and support to the 

families and friends of this horrific, senseless, disaster. 

 

Like everyone around the globe, we are doing our best to 

navigate the COVID-19 pandemic and working to keep 

ourselves safe.  Social distancing and proper handwashing 

are very important in doing your due diligence to help 

manage the outbreak.  Wash your hands, and wash them 

often, and be sure to stay home if you’re feeling unwell.  

Stay active and keep yourself busy with activities you enjoy 

– it’s yardwork season! Be aware of how much negative 

news you’re taking in – be informed, but not inundated 

with negative news.  Be kind to yourself and be aware of 

your own mental health.  Reach out for help if you need it.  

We’re in this together. 

 

Darren & Nick will be working on completing our quarterly 

inspections when it’s safe to do so.  

 

If you see a safety hazard or have a safety concern, please 

speak with your direct supervisor or safety committee 

representative. 

 

Until next month, Nick Miller, Darren Isenor, Don Isenor, 

Craig Isenor, Mark Wilber and Angie Kainola 

 

Notes from the President 

 

Tom Webber worked in the woods for many years 

supplying us logs.  Tom would come in every week to 

pick up a cheque and it was a bright spot in our day 

as Tom always had a smile on his face.  He has been 

enjoying retirement for the last few years.  Tom’s son 

Joey, the father of 3 small children, was a victim of 

last week’s senseless rampage.  Our hearts go out to 

Tom and his family. 

Tom Bagley, a neighbour and a good friend who lived 

next to Strides Health and Fitness, was also a victim.  

Tom was a firefighter at the airport for 30 years.  He 

was also enjoying retirement.  Tom was the guy you 

could always count on to help in any way he could.  

He was at his cottage in Wentworth when he saw a 

house fire and he did what he was conditioned to do 

and went to help.  That goodwill gesture turned out 

to be fatal.  Again, our hearts go out to Tom’s family 

and friends. 

Our RCMP detachment is missing one of their well-

known, extremely well-respected, long-term 

officers, Heidi Stevenson. 

The loss of all 22 victims makes for a very sad story 

but when tragedy strikes so close to home, the 

sadness strikes deeper into our hearts.  On behalf of 

all of you, I extend our deepest sympathies to the 

families of all 22 victims. 

Our newsletter is designed to keep you informed with 

what is going on at ELCO and in the forest industry in 

general.  Good news tends to give all of us a warm 

and fuzzy feeling, a smile on our faces and it is great 

for our morale in general.  We report monthly on 

anniversary dates with the company, birthdays, 

50/50 winners and of course, Peter Dillman’s Corner 

is always worth a good read as he has a wonderful 

knack of putting a smile to our faces. 
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Notes from the President, con’t 

Paul Martin’s (our previous Prime Minister) father 

started the March of Dimes and all the money went 

for research for polio, one dime at a time.  A vaccine 

was found and for the most part the world is free of 

polio.  As a young boy, I was a victim of polio.  My 

mother put me in a hot bathtub and massaged and 

moved my legs from my knees to my chin and back 

again for hours each day for months on end.  I owe 

my mobility to her.  So, although Covid-19 is costing 

lives and interrupting our daily routines, we will 

survive it.  Millions of Canadians have lost their jobs 

and are waiting impatiently for government 

assistance to pay the rent and buy some food.  So, the 

good news is, due to your social distancing, frequent 

handwashing and obeying the stay at home orders, 

you are protecting yourself, your family, friends and 

yes, your job.  We are all collecting full wages and 

benefits.  We are among the lucky ones. 

So, how’s that for trying to make a silk purse out of a 

sow’s ear?  Continue to self-distance, continue to 

send only one person from each household to the 

grocery store, continue to wash your hands often and 

rinse them well.  If you have bacteria on your hands, 

the soap gets it off but if you don’t rinse well, you still 

have it.  Continue to do your part, stay strong and we 

will get through this together. 

Until next time, Robin 

Notes from Sales 

Wow, how did we end up here? As Gennie said to me 

in an email last week “the world has gone crazy, how 

are you doing”? We are all feeling beat up, we are all 

feeling overwhelmed, we are all feeling confused and 

we are all feeling discouraged. These things are not 

supposed to happen to us.  These are things that we 

only read and hear about in other parts of the world. 

 

Notes from the President, con’t 

 

It is hard to find an upbeat message coming from the 

senseless mass murders of last weekend other than to 

say Nova Scotians are coming together like they have 

never come together before.  The world is watching us 

and pouring their hearts out to us.  As senseless and 

brutal as this is, it is heartwarming to see and feel the 

heartwarming thoughts from so many worldwide. 

Over the last few months, it has been difficult to keep 

an upbeat message.  The closure of Northern Pulp has 

had a huge impact on the forest industry, much of which 

we have not felt the full impact of yet.  Like most lumber 

companies in Nova Scotia, Northern Pulp was our largest 

customer and supplier. 

We watched Covid-19 start in a relatively small city in 

China.  The scientists warned us it would spread 

worldwide, and it did.  And now Nova Scotians have 

experienced the largest mass shooting in Canadian 

history.  The year 2020 will not be forgotten any time 

soon. 

So, where is the upbeat message? We have and will 

continue to survive the closure of Northern Pulp.  You 

are part of a very strong company, with a management 

team second to none.  We have always recognized the 

importance of thinking outside the box. 

With regard to Covid-19, our social distancing seems to 

be working.  Scientists worldwide are working hard, 7 

days a week trying to come up with a vaccine.  They are 

confident they can do this.  It will just take a while.  In 

the early 1950’s, Canada experienced a polio pandemic.  

It also went worldwide.  Schools and playgrounds were 

closed.  Like today, city streets were vacant as people 

thought they could catch it from others.  Thousands of 

children spent years living in iron lungs.  If you haven’t 

seen a picture of one of these, google it!  It is 

unbelievable.  Others were crippled. 
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Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

Our world as we have known it has changed and it will 

take a lot of healing and time to make it better. Most of 

us were lucky enough to have never experienced the 

trauma that wars invoked on the world or the great 

depressions that followed the world wars. Some people 

compare the effects of Covid -19 with the wars, but I 

don’t feel we are anywhere near that. Yes, we will be 

immensely affected for a long time but with all the 

improvements in science, technology, efficiencies and 

education over the past 40 years or more, the recovery 

should be much quicker. We always learn from our past 

experiences. 

  

I love the saying “Nova Scotia Strong “. That is who we are 

and that is how we will cope. We have just experienced 

the most horrific mass killing in Canada’s recent history. 

We are all still in shock and it is very surreal for us. The 

time frame was long, but it happened so fast. We will 

probably never know the “why” but we should have a 

better understanding of “how” and that will be part of 

future prevention. All of us will have a way of 

remembering what happened. For me, I was out walking 

the dogs early on Sunday morning in Wentworth. When I 

got back to the cottage, poured a coffee and read my 

texts I learned what was unfolding. What I didn’t know 

was that a woman was shot less than a kilometer away as 

she was also out for her morning walk. The rest of the 

morning was terrifying, we couldn’t leave Wentworth as 

all the roads out were blocked by RCMP. We felt like 

sitting ducks in our cottage. Luckily, we have a great 

network of friends and everyone stayed connected by text 

and email to make sure everyone was okay.  It was a day 

we won’t forget anytime soon.  After all the pain and 

suffering we will be okay, we have family and friends to 

lean on. Covid will change the way we do things in the 

future, but we will adapt to the new normal. That’s who 

we are. 

Lastly, lumber markets continue to move along (knock on 

wood).  Prices are surprisingly stable, and demand has 

held up well.  We are expecting a decent May for sales 

and shipping. 

 

Until next month, surely there are no more wheels to fall 

off the bus.  Stay strong, be safe and stay healthy. Derek 

  

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

First, I would like to pass along our sincere 

condolences to anyone reading this that has been 

directly affected by the tragic incident that occurred 

April 18th and 19th.  This confrontation included 

carnage along our corridor communities, and it seems 

in such a connected area almost everyone has a link, 

whether directly or indirectly, to someone who has 

been affected. I know it is hard to make sense out of 

something that seems so senseless and my heart aches 

for those who lost their lives because of this act of 

violence. 

 

Of course, along with last weekend’s tragedy, we are 

all still struggling through the challenges of life with 

Covid-19. We are adjusting the best we can with 

woodland activities by working from home when 

completing office duties and structuring safety 

protocols for woods operations.  As we enter what is 

traditionally the start of silviculture activities such as 

pre-commercial thinning and planting, we are faced 

with unconventional planning necessary to 

accommodate the crews that complete this work. This 

planning must facilitate safety recommendations given 

by the Province as we continue to work productively.  

We have been communicating with silviculture 

contractors on an almost daily basis to sort out these 

challenges and feel confident as we work together, we 

will successfully complete scheduled activities. 

 

Our industry continues to operate without any 

significant pulp market for sawmill chips and 

pulpwood.  For woodlands operations, we look forward 

to resuming log purchasing towards the end of May, 

however, we will continue to face the challenge of not 

having a pulp market as we implement harvest 

activities. I hope a market for pulpwood can be 

established soon.  I hear there have been a couple 

proposals put forward and hopefully, between the 

many industry individuals working hard on this and 

government support, we can make it happen.  Hang in 

there everyone. 

 

Until next time, Jason and the Woodlands Team 
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  Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

Covid-19 

It is quite a month we are having and probably some 

more to follow.  There is a lot of uncertainty on what 

lies ahead as we go through the corona virus pandemic.  

One thing for sure is that it isn't about YOU or ME.  It is 

about US.  We are all in this together so it’s important 

to do what we can and get through this together.  

Everything is changing daily, and we must make the 

necessary adjustments as we go forward and following 

the rules and guidelines gives us the best chance of 

stopping the spread.  Believe it or not, we will look back 

at this down the road and reminisce about the time the 

virus came through.  Please take care of yourself and 

each other. 

 

To Retire or Not to Retire, that is the Question 

From time to time I get asked when I am going to retire.   

I do give it a bit more thought now and I am getting 

closer to deciding (a timeline if you will).  I gave my 

word to someone about a year ago they would be the 

first one to know (after I tell Maggie of course).  The 

reason I mention this is that my brother is set to retire 

this summer after working (no wait, I gotta change that) 

after getting a paycheck for the last forty years from 

the Department of Highways.  He was set to sell his 

house and move but he is now gonna wait on selling 

the house with everything that's going on, but he is 

retiring.  My brother is a few years older than me and 

considering he hasn't done any manual labor for forty 

years I would have to say he’s in decent shape.  We 

recently got together (brothers and sisters) at my 

sister’s house. Everyone was there except for my 

brother who lives in Newfoundland.  He called us at the 

gathering, and we all had a chat with him. He asked me 

if I was still at the mill? I told him I was, and he asked, 

“Jesus boy, when you gonna give it up?” I couldn’t help 

but laugh.  When he asked what was making me laugh, 

I told him that he was making me laugh.  I told him he 

was still working to which he responded, “Oh I love it. I 

am gonna keep going until I can’t go no more”.  I said, 

“It’s whatever you like I guess.”  If my brother Cyril 

makes it to May31st, he will turn 80 years young and 

showing no signs of slowing down. 

 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

 

There’s a New Ride In Town 

 

Locally we have K&A Taxi and Andy’s Taxi but now I 

hear a new cab company has opened and its home 

base is in Nine Mile River. STS is the newest player in 

the industry to throw their hat into the ring to try and 

make a couple of bucks on the side.  Nick Miller used 

the new service on Tuesday when he got stranded at 

work after his driver Tyler flew the coop early in the 

day.  Nick said he was picked up right at the office and 

he sat up front with the driver.  He said it was a newer 

pickup truck and was relatively clean inside.  As they 

made their way to Kennetcook, the driver informed 

Nick he had to stop at home for supper as it was 

getting to be that time. Nick asked to be dropped off 

at the driver’s house because his dad and he said he 

would pick me up there.  The driver said there was no 

charge as Nick was his first fare and to spread the 

word about his new company and Nick promised he 

would.  So, if you find yourself stuck, I would highly 

recommend Steve’s Taxi Service located in NMR.  

Discounts for all ELCO employees. He accepts debit, 

most major credit cards and cash and he can have it 

deducted off your pay. Thanks, STEPHEN THOMPSON 

proprietor! 

85 Looks Good on You! 

I want to send out a great big happy birthday to a 

young lady from Lantz who turned 85 years young on 

March 26th. In 85 years, you've seen a lot of changes 

over the years and probably what we are going 

through right now ranks up there with some of the 

more memorable.  I know for a fact you are an avid 

walker, so I gotta ask, “Do you feel like you are 85?”  

Happy birthday Shirley and many more to follow! 

 

 

Editor’s Note 

 
The following thoughts by Peter Dillman were 

submitted to me for the March newsletter.  The arrival 

of Covid-19 sent me into a tailspin, and I decided I need 

some processing time before we published the March 

newsletter.  So, please enjoy the next few stories from 

Peter for the March newsletter that didn’t happen. 
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March & April 50/50 

Mar 6  Matt Dillman 

Mar 13  Matt Dillman 

Mar 20  Jason Isenor 

Mar 27  Craig Isenor 

Apr 3  Roland Murray 

Apr 10  Justin Isenor 

Apr 17  Gordie Beaman 

Apr 24  Phillip Isenor 

 

 

 

April/May Birthdays 

 

Peter Dillman  April 11 

Matthew Dillman April 08 

Dwight Isenor  April 26 

Greg Grant  May 15 

Warren Hirtle  May 15 

Owen Isenor  May 07 

Chris Myers  May 27 

Craig Stewart  May 18 

 

March Anniversaries 

 

Peter Dillman  41 years 

Greg Grant  22 years 

Warren Hirtle  36 years 

Craig Isenor  19 years 

Roland Murray  3 years 

Craig Stewart  29 years 

Tyler White  7 years 

Joey Preeper  33 years 

Downey Thompson 73 years 

 

April Anniversaries 

 

Don Isenor  28 years 

Stephen Molnar 41 years 

Robbie Peters  21 years 

Amanda White  2 years 

 

 

 

 


