
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

They say, what happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.  For the 

most part this is true.  However, Chris Wilber, Linda 

Wilson, Rozelle Mombourquette and I just returned from 

our annual week in Vegas and there is one story that I 

have received permission to share in this month’s 

newsletter.  We hailed a taxi to return us to our hotel after 

enjoying the Terry Fator show.  Linda, who is quick to 

strike up a conversation with our cab drivers, informed 

our cab driver that she was the first female cab driver we 

engaged all week.  Linda’s questioning revealed that our 

driver was from Ethiopia, she enjoyed working for the cab 

company and the owners were family-friendly and 

religious.  It wasn’t much longer after getting into the cab, 

we came upon a red light.  A sea of pedestrians crossed 

in front of us as we waited for our light to turn green.  

When our light turned green, the pedestrians kept 

coming, ignoring their red light.  The cab driver behind us 

was obviously upset by this occurrence and blasted her 

horn at us, non-stop.  It was apparent that we could not 

proceed without running down the tourists.  Not to be 

outdone, our driver rolled down her window, and gave the 

driver behind her a one-finger salute.  She continued her 

salute and the driver behind us continued blasting her 

horn.  When it was safe to proceed, our driver pulled out 

into the street (with salute still high and bold) and the cab 

driver behind us, pulled her vehicle up along side us and 

the two “ladies” began a verbal exchange that would have 

my mother rolling over in her grave.  The speed of both 

cabs escalated with the exchange of words.  Words about 

each other’s mother and father and much more.  

Eventually, we parted company when we turned down the 

ramp to our destination hotel. 

 

So, this is road rage.  I never experienced it before and 

don’t wish to experience it again.  Even this distraction 

couldn’t dampen the fun we had during this visit. 

 

Until next month, like Ellen Degeneres would say, “Be kind 

to one another”.  Gennie 

 

 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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 Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

  Jan 2 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Jun 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Jul 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Aug 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Sep 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted on 

the bulletin boards around the property.  Please take a 

moment to review them and be sure to ask your 

supervisor or any member of our safety committee about 

any questions you may have. 

 

We will have a fire drill in the next few weeks and you are 

to proceed to your muster station when you hear the fire 

alarm.  If you are uncertain where your muster station is, 

please ask your supervisor. 

 

We always talk about safe work practices in our industrial 

environment, but how safe are you in the online world?  

Earlier this week, Angie participated in a Cybersecurity 

presentation put on by our friends at Grant Thornton and 

hosted by our friends at RBC.  This presentation was 

aimed at increasing our safety online through education 

and awareness.  It was particularly interesting given the 

increasing number of scams out there and the increasing 

number of people who fall victim to the threats online and 

on their mobile devices.  It is so extremely important to 

be vigilant with your emails, online work, and on your 

mobile devices to ensure you aren’t the next victim.  

Malware is software that is specifically designed to 

disrupt, damage, or gain unauthorized access to a 

computer or mobile device.  It has been found attached 

to e-cigarettes, pacemakers, online restaurant menus, 

emails, websites, etc., and if you accidently download it, 

it is very important to deal with it immediately. 
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  Notes from the Safety Committee, con’t 

 

Popular scams include emails or texts from Canada 

Revenue Agency, Netflix, BMO, TD Bank, Amazon, Nova 

Scotia Power, etc., but please know these are scams with 

malware attached & DO NOT CLICK THE LINK.  Also, never 

reveal passwords, SIN numbers, or personal information 

over the phone or online.  We have included an insert to 

this newsletter of some screen shots of popular email and 

text scams to help you recognize some of the more 

prevalent malware sources out there, but this is not a 

complete list so always use caution. 

 

Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Brian 

Giddens, Darren Isenor, Don Isenor and Mark Wilber 

 

Notes from the President’s Corner 

 

Today, Friday, September 28th, Ledwidge Lumber hosted 

tours of their facility in celebration of their 75th 

anniversary.  First, congratulations to Ledwidge Lumber.  

75 years is a significant milestone.  Laurie Ledwidge, the 

founder of Ledwidge Lumber, passed away a few years 

ago.  Laurie was a great friend of my dad and of course, 

myself as well.  Laurie once told me a story about a time 

his barn and/or his house needed new shingles.  He 

couldn’t afford to buy shingles, so he found a used 

shingle machine, went to the woods and cut the trees, 

bucked them into the right lengths and made his own 

shingles.  Soon after, some neighbours and friends 

wanted shingles and from there, the word spread, and he 

was kept busy making shingles.  Eventually, he built a 

sawmill.  That’s the short story of Ledwidge Lumber’s 

beginning.  Today, they are a very modern stud mill and 

are extremely well respected in the industry and 

community.  Several of our ELCO team accepted their 

invitation for a tour.  Chris and I were on their first 

morning tour.  I had been through their facility several 

times over the years, but not in recent years.  I found it 

very interesting.  We always learn something when we visit 

other mills.  John Ashley, Whitey and I took note of a 

couple of items that would be worthwhile looking at for 

our sawmill and planing mill. 

Notes from the President, con’t 

 

Ronnie, Angie and our newest office member, Amanda 

White, Leslie Isenor, Shawn Preeper, Greg Grant, and 

Jason Casey were also part of our tour group. 

 

As we were leaving, Stephen Thompson, Mark and a 

few more of our ELCO team were arriving to start their 

tour.  We will have more discussions later on what we 

learned and what additions we might consider making 

to our processes in the future. 

 

Speaking of tours, during our Ledwidge tour I learned 

that our newest office employee, Amanda White still 

has not had a complete tour of our ELCO facilities.  

This was supposed to happened weeks ago.  I guess I 

will have to take her on tour myself.  I think it will be 

interesting to hear a “newbie’s” prospective on what 

she learned from both tours. 

 

Here’s our most recent update on sawmill capital 

project.  Lindsay Construction, with the help of some 

of our group and Fritz Weirathmueller, have finalized 

where all the posts, can and cannot be positioned as 

not to impact lumber flow and future equipment 

changes.  We should be breaking ground and starting 

the concrete work between now and the publishing of 

our next newsletter.  I will keep you posted. 

 

As you may know, the Municipality of East Hants is 

presently building an aquatic center (swimming pool) 

in our industrial park.  Sometime ago, I introduced 

Patrick Crabbe, the manager of our Atlantic 

Woodworks program which is a branch of the 

Maritime Lumber Bureau, to the Municipality of East 

Hants staff.  The mandate of Atlantic Woodworks is to 

promote the use of wood.  Patrick worked diligently 

with the municipality to make sure there was a wood 

component in the aquatic center to showcase the very 

valuable forest industry of Nova Scotia.  The ceiling 

will be made of nail laminated timbers “NLT 
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Notes from the President’ corner, con’t 

 

ELCO employees will be able to see and learn more about 

NLT panels very soon.  Bird Construction has the contract 

and they are going to make these panels in our new shed 

beside the office.  This will be taking place this fall and I 

encourage everyone to drop in and have a look.  Please 

be considerate to keep out of their production process 

and out of harm’s way.  I am sure the manufacturing of 

these panels will cause some disruption here at ELCO but 

it is our way of contributing to a great project. 

Notes from Sales 

 

Welcome to fall.  Much the same as every year, the days 

are getting shorter, rainfall amounts are increasing, we 

are starting to see some fall colors appearing in the trees 

and night time temperatures are dropping.  

Unfortunately, so are lumber prices (just thought I would 

sneak that in there). 

 

The beginning of September didn’t look too bad, but the 

past couple of weeks (there is no gentle way to say it) 

have been a disaster. The market has seen some of the 

largest weekly drops that I have ever seen. They always 

say that whatever goes up, must come down. How true 

is that?  It was great watching the market increases in the 

last part of 2017 and for the first two thirds of 2018. 

Lately, we are seeing big drops over a short period of 

time.  When this happens the market “normally” hits the 

bottom quite quickly and will then start to rebound 

somewhat. Let’s hope this happens again because, as of 

today, we are below last October market prices.  

 

There is still no clear reason why the market has 

corrected so abruptly but some of the more likely 

reasons include: 

 

1. An increased volume of European wood in the 

USA market. This has been shipping in because 

of the previously high prices.  It takes a while to 

slow that train (boats) down. 

2. Canada/USA NAFTA talks.  Although lumber is 

separate from NAFTA (for the time being) the 

uncertainties caused by these talks certainly have 

everyone concerned. 

Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

3. Trump is restricting USA softwood lumber 

shipments to China.  This may be a big one 

as it keeps more USA produced lumber at 

home causing an oversupply of lumber and 

reduced prices. 

4. Lack of labour to builds homes.  The USA 

needs more homes built, but contractors 

cannot get enough people to build them as 

fast as they want. This causes delays and 

hence, translates into less lumber usage. 

 

5. Increased production.  We have seen 

production numbers increasing in Canada 

and the USA all year to take advantage of 

increased selling prices. Have we hit the 

tipping point?  

 

Yes, we are slightly off balance right now.  However, 

the USA economy continues to be strong and most 

economists predict another 3 years of growth (that 

scares me as the opposite normally happens when 

the economists make statements like this, LOL). 

 

All in all, we are in a correction period and there is 

nothing we can do about it except smartly manage 

our way through it. That will happen!  We focus on 

looking after our customers and making good 

decisions that will take us through these rough and 

unsettled waters. 

 

Until next month, let’s find the bottom right away 

and get this back on the tracks.  Cheers, Derek  

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

Folks in the forest industry have been celebrating 

National Forest Week the last few days with events, 

meetings and tours, all highlighting different 

aspects of forestry.  Taking a lead role, Forest Nova 

Scotia has organized an interesting schedule from 

September 23 to September 29, including several 

free events this Saturday.   
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  Notes from Peter Dillman’ Corner 

Baker’s Dozen 

My buddy, Shawn (Debarkerman) Preeper was into 

the Legion this month.  As the night wore on, he 

asked how many beer he had to drink before he 

would get a free one.  Bobby and I looked at each 

other and couldn’t give him an answer.  Later in 

the evening, we talked about it and we’ve decided 

that after his 13th beer, he could get the next one 

free.  So that’s something he can shoot for at our 

Christmas party.  We will let him know when he 

has reached that magic number, 14 and free! 

For – Fore – Four? 

As you can see by the picture at the bottom of this 

newsletter, Craig Isenor and Mark Thompson won 

the 2018 Lions Annual Golf Tournament.  What 

you may not know is that it was a four-man team.  

Absent from the photo is Stephen Thompson and 

Timmy Gibbons.  We would like to congratulate all 

of them on a job well done. 

Apparently, the length of the day, associated with 

the pressure of the competition, got to be a little 

too much for the older members of the team.  

Upon finishing the tournament, Mark and Craig 

dropped the old guys off at home and they 

continued down to Curly’s for a well-deserved 

cold drink and steak dinner and to accept the 

championship trophy.  Again, congratulations. 

 

Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

Things kicked off last Sunday with a visit to the recipients 

of the Central Woodland Owner of the Year, the Snell 

woodlot. Then, on Friday, Ledwidge Lumber is hosting an 

open house to celebrate their 75th anniversary.  

Saturday’s events include a tour of Rose Briar Farm just 

up the road in Carrolls Corner, a tour of the South Canoe 

Windfarm in Lunenburg County, and a field day and 

Woodland Owner of the Year Award at Out to Pasture 

Farm, also in Lunenburg County. 

 

The South Canoe windfarm tour is a great opportunity to 

see some different harvesting and forest management 

practices as they co-exist with a large wind energy 

project. There will be live harvesting operations where 

you can see machines at work, as well as a lumberjack 

demonstration.  ELCO has a long running relationship 

with Timberland Holdings which is the landowner 

encompassing much of the wind farm.  As a buyer of 

Timberland Holdings logs, ELCO has seen firsthand the 

results of forest management on their land base. Their 

approach, planned and executed by Stephen Marsters, is 

an excellent example of intensive forest management 

producing high value timber in a sustainable way. 

 
I can also contest first hand that a tour of Rose Briar Farm, 

owned and operated by Janet and Pat O’Toole, is certainly 

worth the trip.  ELCO has been involved with the Farm’s 

woodlot over the last few years as I have worked with the 

O’Toole’s on many harvesting and silviculture jobs and I 

can tell you their property is a great example of a multiple 

value woodlot. 

 

Along with a well-managed forest, the O’toole’s run a 

very impressive maple syrup operation.  I especially 

appreciate their efforts in making maple products as I 

don’t recall a time that I visited the property and did not 

leave with a jug of maple syrup or container of maple 

butter. 

 

If anyone has yet to plan their Saturday and are interested 

in taking part in any of the field day activities, you can 

access more information at the Forest Nova Scotia 

Facebook page www.facebook.com/forestnovascotia 

 

Until next time, Jason & the Woodlands team  

http://www.facebook.com/forestnovascotia
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Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Sounds of Silence 

About a year and a half ago, I got the flu.  After it ran its 

course, I was feeling better, but my voice was staying 

raspy.  This continued for a couple more months and was 

not improving.  I visited my family doctor who put me on 

some drugs and after a couple more months, still no 

change.  He made me an appointment with a doctor in 

Dartmouth.  The doc checked me out and said I think I see 

the problem, but I want a second opinion.  He set me up 

an appointment with Dr. Brown in Halifax.  I saw him last 

November.  He told me the same thing as the first doctor.  

I had a polyp on my vocal cord and it had to come off.  He 

asked me if I yelled a lot, to which I replied, not a lot!  The 

odd time I yell at the TV when the HABS are playing, which 

got me to thinking after the last couple of years, this could 

have amounted to a lot.  He also noted that I work at a mill.  

Yes, but we have hearing protection which filters out a lot 

of noise, so we don’t stand beside each other and yell to 

talk.  I think he was surprised by this.  He told me what 

was involved with the surgery and that when I wake up, my 

jaw and neck would probably be sore.  There was also a 

chance he could chip a tooth or two.  Also, for the first 

week following the surgery, I would not be allowed to 

speak.  Wow, I didn’t know if I could do that!  Maggie 

assured me I couldn’t.  I told him I would give it a shot.  He 

told me the surgery would happen in about 4 months. 

Following our appointment, he sent me to his receptionist 

to make the arrangements.  I filled out some papers and 

she said it would be more like 6 months before I would get 

in.  While waiting, I was asked countless times by different 

people if I was feeling well.  You sound sick.  To which I 

would respond, “No, I feel fine.” 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

After 10 months, I finally got my call earlier this 

month.  I had my surgery on September 13.  Dr. 

Brown talked to Maggie after the surgery and said 

everything went well and he told her I had more 

than enough room in my mouth to work without 

damaging any teeth.  Upon waking up in post-op, 

I really had to “go”.  The nurse gave me a pen and 

notepad and I wrote, “bathroom”.  She looked at it 

and said, “I can’t read this Peter.”  I flipped the 

page and wrote a big “P” and circled it!  She said, 

“Oh, you have to use the bathroom”.  I nodded yes! 

Dr. Brown told Maggie I could start to speak on 

Monday, with restrictions.  Maggie had picked me 

up a whiteboard, so I could communicate, or so I 

thought.  I really must work on my writing because 

it is bad.  I didn’t know how bad it was until I 

started using the whiteboard to communicate.  

More times than not, I was the only one who knew 

what I wrote.  But that’s behind me now and over 

the course of the next 6 weeks, my voice should 

return to its old self. 

 

Editor’s note:  As I type Peter’s hand-written 

articles for the newsletter each month, I can attest 

to his handwriting abilities (or lack thereof).  Over 

the years, it has become easier to interpret his 

hand-writing.  Let’s just say, his hand-writing 

skills certainly do not compare to his story writing 

abilities.  It is a trade off that I look forward to each 

month.  No worries Peter. 

 

 

 



 

 

Page 6 

 
Wood N You Like To Know 

 



 

 

Page 7 Wood N You Like To Know 

 
  

 



 

 

Page 8 

 
Wood N You Like To Know 

 
 

September 50/50 

 

Sept 7  Matthew Works 

Sept 14 Jason Barr 

Sept 21 Matthew Works 

Sept 28 Amanda White 

September Anniversaries 

Rob Himelman  17 years 

Darren Isenor  17 years 

Jason Isenor  14 years 

Angela Kainola 6 years 

Nick Miller  12 years 

James Sawler  40 years 

Chris Wilber  24 years 

 

October Birthdays 

 

Oct 10  John Ashley 

Oct 18  Trevor Hare 

 

 

 

 

 


