
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

Annually, the Canadian Forest Industry Magazine selects 10 of 

Canada’s forest industry top managers under 40 years of age.  

This year, Jason Casey was chosen as one of those outstanding 

young individuals.  This year’s honourees are recognized for 

their strong work ethic, innovative spirit, and safety 

consciousness and an example of the changing face of forestry 

practices across the country. 

We are extremely proud of Jason and lucky he has chosen to 

play on the ELCO team.  We have included a copy of the 

magazine’s page which profiles Jason at the end of this 

newsletter.  You can go online to: 

https://www.woodbusiness.ca/harvesting/logging-

profiles/top-10-under-40-5181  

and read about all the top 10 recipients from across Canada.  

We have also placed copies of the article in each lunchroom 

throughout the site. 

It is flu shot day here at ELCO.  Each year, ELCO contracts a 

pharmacist from the Guardian Drug Store in Elmsdale to come 

to our mill to offer flu shots to our employees, families and 

friends.   I get the flu shot every year and I enjoy the fact that I 

don’t have to wait in lineups. 

Also included in this month’s newsletter is a copy of a picture 

of the ELCO site.  This picture was captured this October.  We 

are currently in the process of getting a copy of the photo 

framed for the office.  We have a history of the ELCO site 

photos throughout the office.  The changes we will be making 

in 2019 will probably warrant an updated photo.  In the 

meantime, it is nice to explore our site from the air. 

Until next month, enjoy your Halloween and think of Ronnie 

and Craig counting lumber inventory that evening as we 

prepare for our new fiscal year. Gennie. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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 Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

  Jan 2 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Jun 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Jul 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Aug 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Sep 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Oct 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted on 

the bulletin boards around the property.  Please take a 

moment to review them. 

We have many hunters on our team who look forward to 

the November hunting season.  Before you head out to 

your secret hunting sites, always remember to tell 

someone where you are going & when you expect to 

return.  Wear your hunter orange & take a fully charged 

cell phone with you (you can have the ringer off, so you 

don’t make any unintended noise). 😉 Happy Hunting. 

 

It’s Halloween! Lots of you look forward to raiding your 

kids’ loot this time of year.  Whether or not you’re going 

to help yourself to their treats, it is important to check 

their candy before they dive in so you can make sure it’s 

safe from harm.  To all the kids & kids-at-heart who love 

this time of year – Happy Haunting. 

 

We’re planning our next quarterly group safety meeting 

for early December (November technically marks the 

quarter for us, but with all the vacations that happen this 

time of year due to hunting season, we’re planning it for 

the first week of December.  Further details will be 

provided as the time gets closer. 

 

Until next month, 

 

Don Isenor, Darren Isenor, Brian Giddens, Craig Isenor, 

Angie Kainola, Mark Wilber 

 

 

https://www.woodbusiness.ca/harvesting/logging-profiles/top-10-under-40-5181
https://www.woodbusiness.ca/harvesting/logging-profiles/top-10-under-40-5181
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  Notes from the President 

 

Our team is knee deep in the planning stages for the 

renovations at the sawmill.  You can expect to see 

Lindsay Construction break ground in the next few 

weeks.  Currently, the goal for the completion of the 

new building portion of the project is the end of January.  

The biggest and most complicated part of the upgrades 

will be the dismantling of the existing building and the 

installation of the new machinery.  This will take a lot of 

planning and team cooperation.  I know we are up to the 

challenge, and I am confident that we will make every 

effort to complete this project efficiently. 

 

As I reported earlier, we are also working to supply Bird 

Construction some of the necessary precision trimmed 

lumber they require for the roof portion of the new 

Aquatic Center currently under construction in the 

Elmsdale Business Park.  Along with the supply of 

lumber, we are also extending the use of one of the bays 

in our new shed for the construction of the panels.  They 

will be setting up shop next week.  This promises to be 

a very interesting project to follow. 

 

I would like to extend our congratulations to Shaw 

Resources, a division of the Shaw Group Limited, in 

acquiring the world-leading ENplus certification for its 

Eastern Embers Wood Pellets.  ENplus is a transparent 

and independent certification scheme for wood pellets.  

From production to delivery, it guarantees quality along 

the entire supply chain.  We are proud to be a supplier 

of sawdust and shavings to Eastern Embers and have 

enjoyed working with them for many years and look 

forward to many more successful years to come. 

 

This week, Stephen T, Mark, Craig Isenor, Warren Hirtle, 

Chris and I joined an organized tour of the Great 

Northern Timber International commercial and 

residential wood pellet plant in Upper Musquodoboit.  

Currently, we supply GNTI with a portion of our sawmill 

chips (with Northern’s blessings) and our trim-ends 

from the planer.  We enjoyed the tour, learned lots and 

wish to thank them for the invitation. 

 

Until next month, Robin 

Notes from Sales 

 

As I reported last month, the lumber market has been 

much less than exciting lately. For the most part, we 

have seen a continuous drop in lumber prices for the 

past three or four months. Earlier in the year, we were 

reporting record high lumber prices and currently, 

the prices have fallen below the levels of last year. We 

must remember that 2017 prices were quite decent, 

and we certainly were not complaining about these 

levels this time last year.  It is simply a circumstance 

of “shock and awe“ and the realization that lumber 

prices can roller coaster the same way they always 

have.  It was a fun run, we saw record prices and 

someday we will break those records once again. The 

good news is, the economies are busy, and prices 

should naturally level out soon (anytime now would 

be great). 

 

Here at ELCO, we have been squirreling away orders 

in preparation for the slow winter months. As in many 

of the previous years, we have been negotiating 

substantial orders with the local pressure treaters 

and we are happy to report by the time you read this 

newsletter, we will be well on our way to having a full 

order file and a busy winter.  It has been a little 

frustrating this fall but this morning I had a big sigh 

of relief and I am now in a comfort zone after putting 

the final touches on all of this. 

 

Deb and I are leaving for Africa next week, so next 

month I will be able to report back on safaris, hot air 

balloon rides, mountain hiking, and the beaches of 

Zanzibar. It is a big birthday month for Deb and she 

wants to knock a few things off the bucket list. I just 

so happen to be lucky enough to be going along for 

the ride. 

 

Until next month, lions, tigers, hippos, giraffes and 

elephants and maybe the odd zebra and, of course, a 

wildebeest or two. Derek 
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Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

Log 1, with the 12” top, can accommodate 98% of 

the lumber we sell. The only product it can not 

produce is 2x12” which makes up less than 2% of 

our sales. (For the record, another inch and the boys 

were sure they could get a 2X12”).  Next, log 2 with 

the 9” top, can produce 90% of the lumber we sell. 

Log 3, with a 7” top, yields 66% of the lumber sizes 

we market.  Lastly, and the most surprisingly to me, 

log 4 with 4.5” top can accommodate 26% of the 

lumber we sell. 

There are a couple key points we wanted to get 

across.  First, with silviculture investment, we can 

grow high quality saw material for our mill in 60 

years.  Secondly, we need a good mix of log sizes 

for our mill to run efficiently, and I think the fellas at 

the sawmill all agree that 15” or 16” butt would be 

just about right to provide most of that mix. 

I will end here with the same message we ended our 

presentation, which is simply that along with the 

importance of markets, and mill efficiency, ELCO is 

very much in the business of growing trees. 

This month, I had intended on poking a little fun at 

Peter Dillman for his incorrect reporting in last 

month’s newsletter.  Peter reported that Tim 

Gibbons was a part of the winning team in a recent 

golf tournament.  In actuality, I was a part of the 

team and this incorrect reporting left my ego a little 

bruised.  I learned earlier this month that ELCO 

nominated me for the Top 10 under 40 and I was 

acknowledged as one of the top 10.  My ego has 

healed and I would like to thank ELCO for thinking 

that I am deserving of this recognition and I pledge 

to do my best to live up to their expectations. 

Until next month, Jason and Woodlands Team 

 

Notes from Woodlands 

To say we are still chugging along in the woods might 

be a bit of an understatement.  With the rain we have 

received lately, the log trucks have been doing more 

than a fair bit of chugging.  With more wet weather to 

come, we have shifted operations around to settle into 

more suitable conditions for the rest of the fall. 

Last month, Stephen Thompson was approached by 

Peter Robichaud, who is the Executive Director for the 

Canadian Woodlands Forum, wondering if Stephen 

would be interested in presenting at their fall meeting.  

The topic would be on how we manage our holdings 

and how silviculture translates to our mill and products 

we make. Peter and the CWF were preparing for the 

organization’s upcoming fall meeting that was themed 

“Growing Healthy Forests for the Future”. 

Stephen asked me to help with the presentation and 

each of us would cover opposite ends of the product 

line (seedling to lumber). After covering some of the 

basics, we thought a good way to relate it all would be 

to show how a typically managed tree we would expect 

to harvest at a desired size, sawed out at the mill. We 

also wanted to highlight how such a tree related to our 

lumber products and percentage of sales. I’ll share a 

little about what we came up with. 

With the help and expertise of Stephen Molnar, Jason 

Molnar, and Jonathan Molnar, we thought it would be 

good to recreate such a tree; one that we can grow with 

silviculture treatments on a productive site in about 60 

years.  So, we put together logs starting with one that 

had a 15” butt and 12” top, a second log with a 12” butt 

and 9” top, a third log with a 9” butt and 7” top, and 

finally a fourth log with a 7” butt and a 4.5” top. 

We marked the logs, ran them through the mill and I’ll 

summarize for you how it translated to our lumber 

sales. 
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  Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Rozelle, you look way too young to be a 

grandmother, but you Frenchie, on the other hand, 

not so much.  Congratulations. 

Thank You 

Earlier this month, Tara brought me in a bag of 

homemade chocolate chip cookies (and you can’t 

beat homemade).  They were delicious. They were 

the best cookies I’ve had in a long, long time, (sorry 

Mags, but I can’t remember the last time you made 

cookies, hint, hint). 

Speaking of Tara, it seems to be a bone of contention 

with her when she goes to the bathroom and the 

toilet paper roll is empty.  Our toilet paper is stored 

in the bathroom, so it is readily available.  She even 

went as far as to show us a video of how to change 

the roll and it takes 4.97 seconds.  Maybe we should 

designate someone to do this.  If this is the route we 

are going to take, then I would vote to designate 

Tara.  It even got to the point where I heard someone 

say to Whitey, whoever put the roll of toilet paper on, 

put it on backwards.  Really, is that a problem?  You 

may think it is but let me tell you, it is not!  I 

remember as a kid growing up, when I went to the 

bathroom, (which by the way, you had to exit the 

house to get there), that you would have been happy 

to find that there was a page or two left in the Sears 

or Eaton’s catalogue. 

 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

Retraction 

Last month, it was brought to my attention that if I am 

going to write a story, I better have my facts straight.  

I incorrectly reported that Tim Gibbons was a part of 

the ELCO winning golf team in Brookfield.  This was 

not the case.  I omitted one very important member 

of the team.  It was not my intention to slight or 

disrespect you in anyway Jason.  I hope there are no 

hard feelings between us and as a way of making 

amends, I would like to make it up to you.  If (and I 

hope you do) attend this year’s Christmas party, I will 

put any and all your drinks on Craig’s tab.  Once 

again, sorry.  Your friend Pete. 

Word of the Day 

We’ve had a table top calendar in the lunchroom for 

the past year.  Each day you turn the page and there’s 

a word of the day and its definition and it is also used 

in a sentence.  There’s been a lot of words we never 

heard of before.  From time to time, we have shared a 

chuckle and then try to say who we think that word 

might apply to.  Nick or I will read the word while the 

other reads the definition.  On October 20, I read the 

word “collywobbles” and Nick read the definition – 

“intestinal cramps or other intestinal disturbances.”  

We both looked at each other and in unison said the 

same name.  And, that’s where this story will end! 

Congratulations 

Frenchie and Rozelle are the proud grandparents of a 

new baby girl, Sage Autumn.  They spent this past 

week in Ontario visiting with their son, his wife and 

new baby. 
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October 50/50 

 

Oct 5  Gennie Himelman 

Oct 12  Jason Casey 

Oct 19  Ronnie Miller 

Oct 26  Brian Myers 

October Anniversaries 

 

Jeff Belcher  1 year 

Gennie Himelman 26 years 

November Birthdays 

Leslie Isenor  November 21 

Ron Miller  November 08 

James Sawler  November 30 

Robin Wilber  November 10 
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