
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

If you are an avid reader of Peter Dillman’s column each 

month, you will appreciate the following.  Last month, 

Peter reported that he found a gold earring at the Renfrew 

Golf Course.  Just a few days prior, I lost a gold earring at 

the Renfrew Golf Course.  Imagine my delight when I read 

this news.  I was quick to share Peter’s article with 

everyone in the office and they were all very excited for 

me.  After all, what were the chances that someone else 

lost one gold earring at Renfrew.  Prior to publishing the 

newsletter, I called up to the planer mill and requested 

that Peter come to the office as I needed clarity on his 

newsletter article.  You see, Peter’s newsletter articles 

come to me on scraps of folded paper.  After many years 

of practice, I am pretty much able to decipher his 

handwriting.  However, on occasion, I do need clarity. 

 

He quickly responded to my request and showed up at the 

office within minutes.  I was prepared to negotiate for the 

return of my earring.  I held up my matching earring and 

asked if it looked familiar.  Peter was obviously shocked 

that I bought his story hook line and sinker.  Apparently, 

the ELCO grapevine is very efficient.  As far as I knew, the 

only ones who were aware of my loss were Angie, Chris 

and Amanda. 

 

The grapevine also tells me that Peter is feeling some 

remorse for pulling my leg.  I love a good joke.  Although 

I am disappointed that I have not found my missing 

earring, I am delighted that I have a good story to tell 

around the campfire.  Keep up the great work Peter! 

 

Until next month, let’s enjoy our summer.  It is over all 

too quickly. Gennie 

 

  

 

 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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 Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

  Jan 2 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Jun 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

Jul 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

Hoping this mention doesn’t jinx us, but we’re a couple 

hours away from earning an additional 50 points to our 

banked safety points.  This will give us 6 consecutive 

months incident free.  This is a big deal as it happens 

quite rarely.  Assuming we clear the last hours of July 

incident free, the safety committee will happily order an 

80-point safety award (1 point = $1.00).  Good luck team!  

Achieving this milestone means that EVERYONE on the 

team worked for a full 6 months without sustaining an 

injury that required a doctor’s attention.  That is an 

extraordinary accomplishment in any environment, 

especially an industrial one such as our sawmill. 

 

August is right around the corner.  We’ll be prepping for 

our summer BBQ which will be held around the end of 

August.  We’re also due for our quarterly inspections in 

August, so you can expect to see Brian & Darren around 

the property completing the necessary paperwork & field 

work.  If you see something they should know about, 

please let them know.  Also on our August radar is getting 

our first aid certifications updated.  We’ll keep you posted 

on when this training will take place. 

 

We’ve had a warm July with a steady humidex in the 30s.  

Don’t forget to stay hydrated & wear sunscreen & hats 

when working/playing outside. 

 

Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Brian 

Giddens, Darren Isenor, Don Isenor and Mark Wilber 
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  Notes from the President 

 

At the close of this newsletter, Gennie has included a 

transcript of a commentary submitted by Andy 

MacGregor, President and CEO of MacGregors 

Industrial Group and published in the Chronicle Herald 

on July 25, 2018.  For many months now, individuals 

and groups have shared their feelings about the 

upgrading of the effluent treatment program at 

Northern Pulp.  Some of these articles have been 

extreme in nature.  Some positive and some negative.  

Like all things, there is typically a balance that more 

reflects the facts.  I share Mr. MacGregor’s thoughts 

and I hope you will give his view point your 

consideration by reading his article and sharing it with 

your friends and neighbours.  Let’s not forget the fact 

Northern Pulp is not asking for permission to build a 

pulp plant along with an effluent treatment facility, they 

are looking for approval to upgrade how they treat their 

affluent as their present system is over ½ century old.    

Given the opportunity, I am confident they will build a 

system supported by scientific advancements and 

technologies.  They are committed to continually 

improving their processes for a more efficient, 

environmentally sustainable pulp mill. 

 

Our long-term employees can attest to the fact that 

over the last 100 years, ELCO has continually re-

invested in our plant and processes.  Over the years, 

we have improved safety processes, invested in new 

processing gear, reduced waste, improved bi-product 

handling systems, and the list goes on.  These 

improvements have been continual, and we will 

continue to work toward being the best that we can be.  

Progress takes time and as science discovers better 

technologies, we will move forward. 

 

Let’s take a moment to appreciate Northern Pulp’s 

commitment to the future. 

 

Until next month, Robin. 

Notes from Sales 

 

Hopefully everyone is enjoying the warm days and 

evenings of summer.  Although, we must admit all 

this heat and humidity lately has been a little hard 

on the sleeping patterns. We have been quite lucky 

as we have had enough rain (but not too much), and 

it has been quite nice vacation weather.  Just when I 

am about to open my mouth about the heat, a little 

voice inside of me brings me back to those cold and 

frosty days of May and June that we experienced 

earlier this year. 

 

Last month Gennie reported that I was away doing 

an ocean sailboat race from Halifax to St. Pierre & 

Miquelon.  In all the hustle and bustle of last minute 

preparations, I forgot to do my newsletter and Joel 

generously offered to fill in, thanks Joel.  The race is 

360 nautical miles or 670 kms up the coast of Nova 

Scotia, across the Gulf of St. Lawrence to the Islands 

of St. Pierre and Miquelon.  We had a crew of seven 

people on board and left the Halifax waterfront at 

noon on June 26th (the Citadel Hill canon was our 

start) with 13 other boats. Weather conditions were 

good, and we had the pleasure of full moons at night 

and very little fog.  For good ocean racing, sailboats 

need wind and the wind did cooperate within the 

ranges of 30kms/hr to 50 kms/hr for the entire trip, 

which was perfect for our boat.  We crossed the 

finish line 51 hours later (mid-afternoon on 

Thursday June 28th), tired and ready for some good 

food and drink.  Much to our surprise, when the 

results came out the next day, we found ourselves 

in second place.  Let the party begin. 

 

St. Pierre is a wonderful spot and they provided us 

with great entertainment of bands, beer tents and 

food. Most of the crew flew home on Sunday.  I 

stayed back to help our sailboat owner sail the boat 

back home.  It was a much longer trip home and 

while you guys were sweltering in 30 plus Celsius, 

we were layered up and freezing with temperatures 

hovering around 10 Celsius with strong winds and 

big seas. 
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Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

We arrived home 4 ½ days later. It was a great 

experience and I was most impressed with the safety 

precautions and ambition that 7 people dedicated 

themselves to in a relatively small confined space for an 

extended period of time.  Now, that’s teamwork. 

 

As we quite often experience this time of year, the 

lumber markets have hit the summer doldrums.  Market 

prices have dropped significantly in the past few weeks, 

but we are not at all deeply concerned.  We feel that 

because the market has been so busy since January, that 

it is reasonable to think a short breather is expected.   

 

Going forward, it looks like the month of August will 

continue to be slow because of vacations, heat and all 

the other things that people like to do in the summer 

months.  It is expected that things will get back to a 

busier pace when September rolls in and everyone 

needs to get their projects done they didn’t do in the 

summer. Sound familiar? I know there are not many 

projects getting done at my place this time of year but 

that will catch up with me in the fall.  

 

And, by the way, when I say the markets have been slow, 

this is not applicable to ELCO.  We have a full order file 

and it is full steam ahead.  No rest for the best.  

 

Until next month, enjoy your August. Derek      

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

Fortunately, we have seen an increase in log deliveries 

during July, and as a result, we are slowly building up 

our inventory.  However, we have a long way to go until 

we reach comfortable levels so with that, we will 

continue to encourage suppliers to keep the logs rolling 

in. 

 

The recent heat we have been experiencing over the last 

few weeks has made working in the woods a rather 

uncomfortable place.  This is especially true for those 

who are doing manual labour such as silviculture crews.   

Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

It can be a challenging time for saw operators and 

we usually see a decrease in productivity this time 

of year as the heat slows workers down and the 

vegetation present in most sites increases the 

difficulty of pre-commercial thinning.  Crews often 

modify their hours, so they start at first light and 

finish up shortly after the noon hour.  Also, with 

the high humidity, it can make it difficult for saw 

operators to remain hydrated and the risk of heat 

stroke can be serious if it is not monitored and the 

worker over does it. 

 

My family has been hitting the campgrounds on 

some of our weekends this summer and I can 

handle a little heat when sitting in a lawn chair with 

my flip flops.  However, the thought of the deer 

flies and the humidity I will likely be experiencing 

on Monday in the woods is always looming.  In 

some ways, I think the thought of camping with 

my family helps me through those hot days in the 

woods and at the same time perhaps, the thought 

of the deer flies and heat keeps me from getting 

too comfortable on the weekend.  Having said that, 

we are heading over to P.E.I for a few days this 

weekend and I think it might be a bit of a challenge 

not getting too comfortable on the gentle island. 

 

Until next time…………Jason and the Woodlands 

Crew 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

 

Slippery When Wet 

As we all know, some months are more eventful 

than others.  I get my story ideas by seeing things 

that happen around here, other times, it’s by 

listening to conversations and then, sometimes, 

they just seem to fall into my lap, by accident, if 

you will.  This one would be the latter, by accident. 
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  Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Tara took a vacation day this past Monday, or as we like 

to say here at the planer, a “Me Day”.  It was another 

hot, sunny and humid day.  She decided to give her 

baby a good cleaning.  That would be her little white 

car.  Did you know that white is the most popular colour 

vehicle in the world?  Well, if you didn’t, you do now 

because it is a fact. 

Anyway, to get back to where we were going, she 

wanted to pull her car up closer to the doorstep to give 

it a good cleaning.  She had her flip-flops on and her 

feet were wet.  I’m not sure how her feet got wet.  She 

may have been down to the river behind her house 

doing the laundry or went for a quick dip to cool off, 

but never-the-less, her feet were wet.  She got into her 

car, put her foot on the clutch, pushed it all the way in 

and started it up.  What only took a couple of seconds 

must have seemed like an eternity as she thought to 

herself, “It’s coming.  It’s coming”.  Bang!  Yup, she just 

nailed the doorstep.  With one quick jerk, alas, it was 

over.  To say she was upset would be an 

understatement.  Tara, your car can and will be fixed.  

We all get older and as we do, our reflexes slow down.  

Maybe it is time to consider taking your hand off the 

stick, with all that in and out, back and forth motion 

that comes with it and accept the fact that we are not 

eighteen anymore and go to an automatic!  There’s 

nothing to be ashamed of.  As I said earlier, we all slow 

down with age. 

Look Up, Look Way Up 

Those are the famous words of the Friendly Giant, a 

long running kid’s show on CBC.  I’m not sure how 

many years it ran for, but it was cancelled when they 

discovered Rusty had a drinking problem and was 

showing up to work “half in the bag”.  Robin, do me a 

favour, and explain this to the younger ones in the 

office. 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

So, I had August 14th booked off to spend the day 

with Maggie as Tuesdays and Wednesdays are her 

days off.  When she came home from work the work 

the other day, she informed me she was working on 

the 14th as she was going to Parrsboro on Tuesday, 

July 13th to visit her mom and take care of some 

business for her.  I suggested that would change my 

day off and accompany her.  She told me she didn’t 

know how long it would take her to get everything 

completed so she told me to bring my golf clubs and 

do 9 holes.  She said that I could visit with her mom 

for a minute or two when we arrived and then go 

golfing and afterwards I could have another short 

visit.  My brain was thinking, “great” but I didn’t say 

that out loud.  What I said was, “Are you sure?”  She 

told me it would be fine and I replied, “If you are sure!” 

 

I’ve golfed at the Parrsboro course a few times and 

you would be hard pressed to find a more scenic 

course.  You are right beside the Bay of Fundy.  It 

really is something to see.  It’s a nine-hole course and 

consists of 3 par 3’s and 6 par 4’s.  The first time I 

golfed there was on a weekday and it was pretty quiet.  

As I got to hole 2, there was a sign by the tee box that 

read, ”Look Up Before Teeing Off to Make Sure There 

are No Golfers on the Green.”  It is a short par 3 with 

a steep hill about 60 yards out and you can’t see over 

the hill.  So, I walked up the hill and take a look.  The 

coast is clear, so I return to the tee box and away I 

go.  I continue my round and on either hole 7 or 8, I 

encounter the same warning sign.  This green is a 

little farther out with a steeper hill.  I get to the top of 

the hill, and nobody is on the green, all is clear.  As I 

turn to come back down the hill, I see it for the first 

time.  No, not the power pole behind the tee box, I 

saw that when I was walking up to the hole. 
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July 50/50 

 

July 6  Jason Molnar 

July 13  Jason Molnar 

July 20  Brian Myers 

July 27  Matthew Works 

 

July Anniversaries 

Justin Isenor  3 years 

Chris Myers  16 years 

Mark Wilber  17 years 

 

August Birthdays 

 

Jason Isenor  Aug 14 

Cole Isenor  Aug 28 

Jon Molnar  Aug 08 

Roland Murray  Aug 03 

Downey Thompson Aug 13 

Stephen Thompson Aug 24 

Tyler White  Aug 07 

 

 

 

Here is a transcript of a Commentary 

published in the Chronicle Herald, July 25, 

2018 

Northern Pulp not the only one to get funding.  By Andy 

MacGregor 

Re: “Pulp effluent contaminating N.S. Brand” (July 4 

Business commentary by Wes Surrett, General Manager 

of Pictou Lodge Resort.) 

The Northern Pulp effluent pipe proposal has divided the 

community in Pictou County, to the point it may not 

recover.  As a resident and an employer in the area, it is 

discouraging to see how this debate has unfolded. 

We frequently read negative new reports and 

unchallenged claims from opponents of Northern Pulp.  

Back in December of last year, the National Post 

published an article highlighting the opinions and 

concerns of Wes Surrett, Manager of Pictou Lodge, and 

Joan Baxter, author of a book about the mill.  The gist of 

the book is that Pictou County industries always get what 

they ask for. 

The article indicated that Michelin Tire, Northern Pulp 

and Trenton Works are recipients of large government 

handouts.  If the discussion were about handouts, let’s 

talk about Pictou Lodge.  Pictou Lodge receives support 

through millions of dollars in promotion from Tourism 

Nova Scotia each and every year.  In 2013, the lodge 

received $450,000 from the province and $490,000 

from ACOA. 

The fishing industry has benefited from substantial 

provincial and federal funding through the years, 

whether it be through dredging projects and wharf 

upgrades, to mention a couple of examples. 

My point is this: Don’t single out a few specific local 

industries when you are at the same table! 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

What I see is a big ass mirror!  You know when you 

fall or trip, sometimes the first thing you do is look 

around to see if anyone saw you.  Well, that’s what 

I did as I stood on the top of the hill.  Encouraged 

that I had gone unnoticed, I hurried back to the tee 

box and looked up, all the way up, and through the 

mirror I saw a perfect view of the green.  Go figure. 
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Commentary, con’t 

Surrett is well-versed in the provincial tourism stats, as 

he cited in his commentary.  He indicates there are 

40,000 tourism jobs in the province.  How many of these 

jobs are in Pictou County?  What is the average wage and 

duration for these positions?  How much of the tax 

realized stays in the county? 

Surrett suggests we should concentrate on and nurture 

tourism – in other words worry about people from 

outside the area instead of helping the local residents.  

I’d suggest we concentrate and nurture our own 

community to attract more permanent residents, which, 

in turn, would benefit all people in the area, not just fill 

beds during our short tourism season. 

Then there is Ms. Baxter, who is currently on another 

crusade to shut down gold exploration in the Cobequid 

Highlands, stating that the gold-mining industry creates 

huge craters in the earth and leaves mountains of tailings 

that bleed acidic waste for hundreds of years.  She also 

indicates she is concerned about the effects it will have 

on the forestry and waterways.  I find it amusing that her 

books are published on – you guessed it – pulp 

manufactured from pulp and paper mills and that she is 

supporting Surrett in his criticism while the company 

Surrett works for is owned by a gold-mining operator!  

Give me a break! 

There is a study being conducted by Prof. Michael Van 

Den Heuvel, who, for the past three years, has focused 

on the effects of water runoff into the Northumberland 

Strait from fertilizers used on farmlands in New 

Brunswick and Prince Edward Island.  The research shows 

those volumes are greater than the proposed treatment 

outflow from Northern Pulp.  With a new delignification 

system and a new proposed treatment plant, the pulp 

effluent will be of minimal concern.  I think Prof. Van Den 

Heuvel should be given some attention as he has been 

doing research on how industry could affect waterways 

for 30-plus years. 

Commentary, con’t 

I am very much against any process that will be 

harmful to the fishing industry, as it is a very 

crucial component to the economy of Nova Scotia.  

At the same time, I make decisions on evidence, 

backed by fact.  If I didn’t look at things this way, 

there’d be no sense in going to the doctor when 

required and not listening to the fact-based 

findings.  Something to think about! 

Let’s not forget this is a provincial government 

initiative.  It has set the time frame as well as the 

criteria that Northern Pulp is to meet or exceed.  If 

it doesn’t meet the standards, it shuts down; if it 

does meet the standards, then it should stay open. 

In the past three years, various attempts to harvest 

and sell Canada’s resources have been met with 

unending opposition.  From pipelines, to rocket-

launch sites, gold mining, rock quarries, gas 

storage in salt caverns, oil-sands projects, power 

generation plants, combustion engines, fracking, 

and of course, logging and pulp and paper. 

When you think about it, you should get very 

concerned about how the country’s infrastructure 

will be financed if we continue this trajectory.  

When it comes to the well-being and future of 

Pictou County, we all have a stake in this.  Let’s 

hope we all have a stake in this.  Let’s hope we are 

able to find common ground at the end of this 

dispute. 

Andy MacGregor is president and CEO of 

MacGregors Industrial Group, MacLellan’s Brook 

Rd., Pictou County 

 

 

 


