
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

First and foremost, we would like to acknowledge the 

commitment demonstrated by our team to respect the 

protocols in place and doing what is necessary to flatten 

the curve and push Covid-19 out of our province.  On May 

27th, Premier Stephen MacNeil announced a lightening up 

of the restrictions we have lived with for the past 10 to 11 

weeks.  The key here is “a lightening up”, not a “free for 

all”.  Your dedication has resulted in our continued 

employment.  We did not lose any production related to 

Covid-19 and we would all appreciate your continued 

support as we work toward ensuring we do not have to go 

through a “second wave”.  The sooner we can safely open 

all our businesses, the quicker we can recover and return 

to a healthier economic outcome. 

Putting economics aside, the most tragic loss from Covid-

19 is the loss of loved ones.  There is no price tag that will 

lessen that impact.  The family and friends of those lost to 

Covid-19 will need our love, support and compassion as 

they mourn.  I have learned it is hard to comfort someone 

without the ability to hug them.  As an alternative, I might 

suggest your words are a good substitute.  I have also 

learned your words have more of an impact if you look the 

person straight in the eye so they can feel your sincerity 

and love. 

As we move forward, I have experienced a new appreciation 

for the little things.  My friend, Tanya Burke and her 5-

year-old son Andre, invited me for a walk in Laurie Park 

this week.  It has been years since I last visited this park 

and I was surprised at the wave of calmness I felt as we 

strolled through the park.  Andre’s commentary sounded 

wiser, the birds sounded sweeter, the fresh air seemed 

fresher. Enjoy everything nature has to offer. 

Until next month, Gennie 

 

   
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Safety Committee 

 

2020 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 1 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

COVID-19 is affecting everyone. Compounded by the 

other tragedies experienced by our province recently, 

the impacts and importance of mental health could not 

be more relevant.  Recently there was a document from 

the Province of Nova Scotia included in our mail that 

warranted sharing in case anyone missed it: 

 

“If you were impacted by the tragic events of April 18 & 

19, confidential help is available.  Our team of caring, 

professionally trained Community Support Navigators 

are here to help.  We will work with you to understand 

your needs and connect you to services and supports 

that can help you including: 

• grief & trauma counselling 

• social workers 

• family resource centres and other supports for 

children, youth, and families 

• financial supports for survivors 

• settling estates 

Contact us today to learn more about this free service, 

or to make an appointment.  Call 1-800-565-7912 

(toll-free) or email vicservices-cent@novascotia.ca.  

More information is available at 

novascotia.ca/community-support-navigator-

program. 

 

It looks like there is light at the end of the tunnel with 

announcements from the government about slowly 

opening the economy and trying to resume a new 

normal.  We need to remember that the rules of social 

distancing and frequent handwashing remain in force as 

things re-open.  

 

mailto:vicservices-cent@novascotia.ca
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  Notes from the President, con’t 

 

Rain reminds me we had a very cold, windy and very 

rainy spring but when it stopped raining it appeared to 

dry more quickly than normal. The dust in the yard this 

week is proof.  I can’t say I have ever seen it dustier than 

it was this past week.  Traditionally, we get a major rain 

in early to mid-June.  Because of the cost and potential 

for the loss of product being washed away by heavy 

rains, we want to wait before applying our major dust 

control protocol until the June rains are finished.  In the 

meantime, Mark purchased bags of calcium from Shaw 

Resources and contracts Elmsdale Landscaping’s 

hydroseed truck to spread the mixture around our site.  

This isn’t the cure, but it sure helps keeps the dust at 

bay until we put magnesium chloride down in June. 

I am sure you have all heard Nova Scotia will start to 

reopen sectors of our economy.  It is more critical than 

ever to continue to social distance and regular hand 

washing.  It is imperative you keep your deck and back 

yard parties and social gatherings to minimum 

numbers.  We have been very fortunate not to have 

contracted a Covid-19 case here at ELCO.  This has kept 

all of you, your families and your jobs safe and secure.  

Each of you have done a great job going home after 

work and practicing all the procedures asked of you.  

Please continue to do so.  Keep safe. 

 

 

Notes from the Safety Committee, con’t 

 

As a reminder, Darren & Nick will be working on 

completing our quarterly inspections when it is safe 

to do so.  

 

If you see a safety hazard or have a safety concern, 

please speak with your direct supervisor or safety 

committee representative. 

 

Until next month, Nick Miller, Darren Isenor, Don 

Isenor, Craig Isenor, Mark Wilber and Angie Kainola 

 

Notes from the President 

 

2020 seems to keep hitting Nova Scotia hard.  Our 

most recent devastating event was the tragic passing 

of Dr. Bruce Montgomery.  I remember when Bruce 

came to the Elmsdale Medical Centre straight out of 

medical school.  He was very young and for 40 some 

years he continued to be everyone’s friend and family 

doctor to many in our community.  He finally retired 

in January 2020.  Bruce and his buddy, Jeff McMackin 

were enjoying a beautiful spring motorcycle ride.  

Story has it, Bruce lost control on a tricky corner and 

the rest is history.  My heart goes out to Bruce’s wife 

Lillian and his two daughters.  Bruce and Lillain live 

next door to Derek and Debbie Chris and I will miss 

our neighbour and friend very, very much. 

Stephen Molnar, Jason Molnar, Jon Molnar and Mark 

continue to work on the many technical and 

mechanical issues with our new sawmill equipment.  

Jason tells me the list is getting shorter and the 

production numbers are ramping up. 

The new sawmill roof has had some leaking issues.  

Lindsay Construction were out this week to evaluate 

this problem.  We will find out the level of success 

during the next rainstorm which happens to be 

coming early in June. 

 

I believe if you look for the 

positive, you will find it.  I 

believe if you look for the 

negative, it will hit you in 

the face.  Here is a picture 

of my beautiful wife at St. 

Bernard’s Park in Enfield. 

The park is in full bloom 

and it sure brightens the 

spirits.  Thanks Lorraine 

and Herve Burri. 

Until next month, Robin 
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 Notes from Woodlands 

 

What a difference a few weeks make.  It seems we have 

gone straight from winter to summer in a month.  I may 

have been able to use my pool for skating and swimming 

within the same 45-day period.  I will say, the nice 

weather we have been experiencing lately seems to be 

boosting morale’s a little bit, at least in the limited circles 

I physically distance with.  The fact some restrictions are 

lifting, like fishing and golfing, certainly seems to be 

helping as well.  These two activities I know will boost 

morale for more than a few around the mill. 

 

Of course, the warm, dry weather has come at a bit of a 

cost in our forests as we are unfortunately starting to see 

wildfire activity in Nova Scotia. One such fire occurred on 

a Westfor harvest operation in Springfield, Kings County.  

This fire flared up last Monday and burned 

approximately 125 hectares of timberland.  With the 

quick reaction of the contractor and Westfor staff 

(utilizing prepared wildfire policy guidelines), they were 

able to evacuate from danger and relay information to 

the Department of Lands and Forestry.  Wildfire fighting 

crews were dispatched and with their expertise were able 

to contain the fire.  Even with this timely response, there 

was considerable loss and perhaps a stark reminder of 

how quickly conditions can change and the risks 

involved.  In response to this fire, several industry 

members, including Elmsdale Lumber, decided to 

voluntarily suspend high risk forest operations during 

high risk times.  Specifically, until conditions improve, 

we will not operate harvesting or road building 

equipment between 11:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m.  Going 

forward, we will monitor conditions and modify when it 

is appropriate to do so. 

 

On another note, we opened log deliveries May 19 and 

have been receiving a steady diet ever since. Our log 

inventory is under control and Stephen will be 

monitoring closely as we continue through these 

unconventional times.  We will continue to try and strike 

the balance of supporting private woodlot owners, 

contractors, and suppliers, while meeting our inventory 

needs. 

 

Until next time, enjoy the outdoors, but be safe. 

Jason and the Woodlands Team 

Notes from Sales 

 

After the shock of everything shutting down in March, 

I am sure most of us will agree we have adjusted to 

May surprisingly well.  Life as we knew it is now 

different, but each day has a better feel to it.  

Thankfully, the weather has been much better, and we 

were all able to get outside for some fresh air, 

exercise, and spring chores around the house. I don’t 

know about everyone else, but Deb and I are about a 

month ahead in what we are normally doing around 

our property.  I guess if there are any positives in all 

these socializing restrictions, I can say our “honey do 

lists” are almost complete. 

 

Lumber markets continue to be very busy.  We 

attribute this to all the people staying home and 

getting their “honey do” lists completed.  This 

normally happens right after the kids go back to 

school in September, but I really think we got a jump 

start on it this year.  New home projects have suffered 

a lot with Covid -19 but that probably means that 

there will be some pent-up demand when the 

restrictions ease.  If we can contain and minimize the 

second wave of Covid, the outlook for lumber sales to 

the end of the year should be good. 

 

Last but not least, we are in a very serious dry spell.  

Our forests are extremely dry, and everyone must be 

extremely careful.  We do not need any more disasters 

this year.  99% of all forest fires in our province are 

caused by humans.  We can control that by being 

smart, using caution, no burning and keeping your 

cigarette butts in your car and off the ground.  

 

Play safe, stay healthy and do your part to keep 

everyone else safe and healthy.  

 

Until next month, there are better months ahead and 

we are ready.  Derek 
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Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

Nothing Lasts Forever 

Earlier this month I wanted to get a new hardhat as 

nothing lasts forever and my hardhat was almost 

showing its age as bad as Joey does at the sawmill 

(LOL).  I went down to the office on Friday afternoon 

at breaktime and was directed to go down to the 

basement and I would see some on the shelf.  Sure 

enough, there was one on the shelf.  I grabbed it and 

threw it into the truck and headed back up to the 

planer.  I left the new hardhat in the truck and 

finished the day. I was taking the new hardhat home 

to pimp it up if you will for a fresh start on Monday 

morning.  Upon walking across the courtyard to 

home (carrying my new shiny hardhat) was when I 

first noticed it had a hole the size of a Loonie on the 

top of it.  The first thing that came to mind was, why 

the hell was this hardhat on the shelf?  A 

manufacturing defect that went unnoticed was the 

only logical answer I could conclude.  The next day I 

was talking with Craig when I mentioned I needed a 

new hardhat and would be returning the other one I 

had just got.  He asked me why and I told him.  “Oh”, 

he said, “That was Liam’s.  The gun at the press fell 

on top of his head causing the hole.”  I asked him 

why it was it on the shelf?  Apparently, it wasn't a 

defect that went unnoticed.  I actually didn't get an 

answer, but he did score me a new hardhat on 

Monday and delivered it to me, hole free.  I asked him 

if he wanted to take my old one but he declined and 

said toss it in the garbage.  Thanks Craig. 

 

 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

Covid-19 

We have been shorthanded since Odie had to stay 

home and look after her son during the pandemic.  

We have been calling on Colin from the sawmill to 

help us out and he has been doing a great job.  

Thanks Colin. 

 

Back in The Day 

A buddy of mine has a phrase he uses far too much.  

In his honour, I am going to start out with it.  “BACK 

IN THE DAY”, when I was a lot younger and carefree, 

I would go into the liquor store to get booze.  

Sometimes I walked out with it and sometimes I 

didn't.  It just depended on whether I was “Id’d” or 

not.  First time I was 17 and got away with it.  Worst 

thing to happen would be no “Id,” no booze.  As I 

approach things from the other side of life, it seems 

the same things are happening.  As some of you 

may know, a lot of stores open to seniors an hour 

early for safety reasons for their shopping during 

the pandemic.  They have one hour and then the 

store is open to everybody.  A good example would 

be Costco.  You must be 60 years of age or older to 

get in for “SENIOR’s” hour.  I heard from a very 

reliable source that a lady (who I thought might be 

50) rolled the dice and took a shot at getting into 

Costco early.  She got “Id’d”!!  I asked my source 

what happened, and he said she was 60.  I would 

never have guessed she was 60.  Her better half on 

the other hand, well that's a different story. 

 

You Are the Best 

I want to send a big thank you out to Angie who was 

able to answer a question I had and to put it in 

layman’s terms so I could understand.  She told me 

what to expect and what to do.  She even went as 

far as to say I could give her a call at home if need 

be.  Thanks for the offer Angie, but it wasn't 

necessary as your answer was 100 percent correct.  

You are the best.  To make it up to you, I will try and 

see if I can’t get a MAN from the office to take out 

that green bin I saw you dragging across the parking 

lot last week at 4:30.  Thanks again. 
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May 50/50 

May 1  Brian Myers 

May 8  Angie Kainola 

May 15  Jason Casey 

May 22  Amanda White 

May 29  Dwight Isenor 

 

June Birthdays 

 

Jason Casey   June 12 

Darren Isenor   June 1 

Stephen Mombourquette June 9 

Liam Noble   June 9 

Mark Wilber   June 30 

 

May Anniversaries 

 

Matt Dillman  5 years 

Jason Molnar  30 years 

 

 

 

 


