
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

There is an old proverb, “In like a lion out like a lamb” which 

predicts when spring weather will be upon us.  If March 

begins with cold, unpleasant weather, spring will begin in 

early April.  If it comes in like a lamb, spring will have a late 

arrival. There is also a rhyme I enjoy which represents more 

of a guarantee; “Whether the weather is fine, or whether the 

weather is not, we will weather the weather, whatever the 

weather, whether we like it or not!” 

 

Those of you who have escaped catching a cold this winter, 

please stand up and form a line!  Those of you who have 

suffered a longer than normal bout of the cold this winter, 

please stand up and form a line.  Although, I can’t see most 

of you taking a stand, statistically, I am going to assume, 

those with colds have formed a longer line.  I know that 

everyone in the office, at one time or another this winter, 

has experienced cold symptoms.  Bah Humbug! 

 

Now, for my full disclosure statement.  When I start talking 

about the weather, you can assume I have writer’s block.  

With that said, I am going to turn the rest of my space over 

to Downey. 

 

Until next month, Gennie 

 

Notes from Downey’s Corner 

 

“The bitterness of poor quality remains long after the 

sweetness of lower price is forgotten”.  Benjamin Franklin 

 

At ELCO, the quality goes in before the wrap goes on. 

 

May the “Forest” be with you! 

 

Until next time, Downey 

 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Safety Committee 

2019 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted 

on the bulletin boards around the property.  Please 

take a moment to review these and address any 

concerns with your supervisor. 

 

We’ve recently installed a beeper on the floor carts at 

the planer mill.  This is to ensure everyone becomes 

aware when the cart is moving.  So far, all reports 

indicate the new process is working well. 

 

We would like to remind everyone our safety program 

is a joint responsibility between all ELCO team 

members property-wide.  We must all do our part to 

ensure our doorways and walkways are properly 

sanded/salted when necessary to match our weather. 

 

This month, we said good-bye to Brian Giddens, our 

planer committee representative.  Brian has accepted 

another job and we wish him all the best and thank him 

for his contribution to Elmsdale Lumber Company as a 

valued employee and safety committee member.  Rest 

assured, we have two other safety committee 

representatives inside the planer mill several times 

each day and will be able to field any safety concerns 

brought forward by our planer team.  Our next full 

elections for safety committee members will be late 

August for a September 2-year term. 

 

   

Until next month, Craig Isenor, Angie Kainola, Brian 

Giddens, Mark Wilber, Don Isenor, Darren Isenor 
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Notes from the President, con’t 

 

Since assuming ownership of Northern Pulp in 2011, 

Paper Excellence has injected over $200 million into 

the business for capital expenditures, loan principal 

repayments, for pension funding and to support 

operational and working capital needs. 

 

Treated wastewater has been flowing into the 

Northumberland Strait for 50 years now with the 

current outfall not far from the proposed outfall.  In 

fact, treated wastewater quality of the new facility 

will be improved even above today’s quality. 

 

Multiple water reduction opportunities identified 

since 2012 have now been implemented resulting in 

Northern Pulp water usage improving mill-wide.  In 

fact, water usage by Northern Pulp is within 

Canadian industry average for a mill of this type, 

irrespective of vintage. 

 

The current treatment facility is off-site at Boat 

Harbour, while the new wastewater treatment facility 

will be on-site.  This is significant as untreated 

process water will no longer be transported in a 

pipeline leaving the mill site after the new system is 

operational. 

 

There are 131 Kraft mills operating in North 

America; with all of them utilizing either an 

Activated Sludge Treatment (AST) system (the 

proposed system for Northern Pulp) or an Activated 

Stabilization Basin (ASB) system (the existing system 

Northern Pulp operates).  In both Canada and the 

United States, no other treatment process is used to 

treat Kraft mill effluent. 

 

These are just a few facts I wish for you to consider 

and to use in the education of Nova Scotians as a 

whole. 

 

Until next month, Robin 

Notes from the President 

 

Lindsay Construction is putting the finishing touches to 

our building over top of our existing sawmill building.  

The excessive wind and cold weather slowed up their 

progress on finishing the roof.  I anticipate the wind and 

cold will soon die down and the roof will be finished in 

the very near future. 

 

Life Safety is installing a sprinkler system and Bergman 

Electric are installing building lighting on the new roof.  

Both companies are utilizing the old sawmill roof to get 

this work done before we tear out the old roof.  This 

process makes the job safer and less costly.  I think 

Stephen, Jon and Jason are anxious to get going at 

removing the old building from within the new.  I am sure 

this will be a very interesting process. 

 

As you know, Bird Construction finished all the nailed 

laminated timbers for the new swimming pool and this 

past month, they have removed them from our storage 

building, and they are in place over the new pool 

building.  It makes for a very impressive ceiling.  When 

the pool opens in September and you go for a visit, make 

sure to look up and see the finished project, complete 

with ELCO Premium lumber. 

 

I promised to keep you updated on the Northern Pulp 

issue.  On January 31, 2019, Northern Pulp filed an 

application for an environmental assessment (EA) for 

their planned $130 million effluent treatment facility.  

The review and hopefully, approval, should be completed 

by the end of March.  Should the Department of 

Environment approve the EA by the end of March, 

Northern Pulp will be able to start work immediately. 

 

I pledge to continue to work hard to make sure all Nova 

Scotians hear the facts about Northern Pulp.  As I am sure 

you are all aware, social media is a platform to express 

your opinion.  Opinions do not always speak the facts 

and you should always do your homework before you 

adopt what you read as factual.  The following is a list of 

some key facts about Northern Pulp.  I hope you take a 

moment to read and become familiar with these facts 

and share them with your friends. 
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 Notes from Woodlands 

 

An overall favourable winter for harvesting operations 

thus far with very little snow and cold temperatures has 

given us a much-needed boost in log deliveries.  This, 

along with the solid commitment from our suppliers, 

has really helped us move a little closer to comfortable 

levels. Stephen feels good with communications we 

have had with suppliers going forward and Greg feels 

confident a good portion of the contractor base will be 

setup on harvest blocks that will allow them to continue 

their support. This communication is especially crucial 

now as the word is, we could be looking at the 

scheduled road closures taking place within the next 

couple weeks. 

 

Another positive outcome from the kind of winter we 

are having is it allows us to get an early jump this year 

on continuing with some projects we have been working 

on the last few years.  Aside from the icy roads we can 

access most places and take advantage of no snow in 

the woods. One project we are working on is updating 

our woodlands inventory and stand typing.  This is 

something we have developed over the years and like 

any other system, requires updating and maintenance. 

We rely on our GIS mapping programs to compile and 

organize our woodlands information, but we also 

conduct field cruising on a key portion of our properties 

to insure we are capturing accurate information for long 

term planning and sustainability.  Along with updating 

our inventory system, we will use this early jump to also 

continue our boundary line maintenance.  Two young 

forest technicians, Ben Enslow and Devon Wilkins, 

whom some of you may have met at the ELCO Christmas 

party last December (it is hard to forget Ben’s dance 

moves) help us from time to time with certain projects 

and the plan is Greg and I may call on them to brave the 

cold and help us over the next few months. 

 

 

 

Notes from the Sales 

 

Well, we made it through February in typical Nova 

Scotia style, which included extreme cold weather, 

storms that start as snow and end up as rain and huge 

fluctuations in temperatures over a 24-hour period.  I 

am not sure if this is classified as global warming or 

not but for me, I like snow and not ice this time of year, 

and yes, I still am enjoying my skiing; why, I am not 

sure. 

 

Lumber prices moved forward earlier in the month and 

volume also was fairly active for February. Now, at the 

end of February, the prices have flattened and with no 

real indication what prices will do, buyers tend to sit 

on the sidelines and play the “wait and see“ game. 

 

It is also typical we will see more snow in March, with 

moderate and more stable temperatures.  Our weather 

patterns have a huge impact on our local markets and 

therefore, as each month passes with slower market 

activity, I like to think we are creating some pent-up 

demand. Therefore, we would like to think a late start 

to the building season will translate into very busy 

spring and summer season for lumber sales. 

 

I hope you are also reading, watching and sharing all 

the positive articles on Northern Pulp in the media 

these days. For those of you on social media, we have 

also been extremely active in promoting the facts and 

reasons why Northern Pulp should be granted and 

extension for their project.  With the proper timeline 

the new Effluent Treatment Plant can be proven to 

meet the most stringent environmental assessments, 

provide a continued thriving fishing industry, keep the 

pulp mill running and provide for a sustainable and 

long-term forest industry; all of which we have 

enjoyed for many years and can enjoy for many more 

years. 

 

Until next month, let’s get ‘er done.  Derek 
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February 50/50 

 

Feb 1  Tara Isenor 

Feb 8  Ron Miller 

Feb 15  Shawn Preeper 

Feb 22  Craig Isenor 

Mar 1  James Sawler 

 

February Anniversaries 

 

Jason Barr  15 years 

Gordie Beaman 33 years 

Phillip Isenor  29 years 

Ron Miller  32 years 

Matthew Works 1 year 

March Birthdays 

Jeff Belcher  March 4 

Don Isenor  March 2 

Phillip Isenor  March 8 

Robbie Peters  March 12 

Joey Preeper  March 24 

 

 
Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

Speaking about the cold, I am quite excited to say I will 

be leaving it for a week. My wife Courtney and our 7-

year-old son Logan and I are heading to Florida to take 

in the rays and experience some of what the Orlando 

area has to offer.  As I am outside quite a bit and 

admittedly eagerly awaiting the spring, I look forward 

to the warm break.  Although Courtney says its more 

likely to do with the fact that I enjoy the rides as much 

as Logan. I suppose I can’t really argue with that. 

 

Until next month, Jason and the Woodlands Team 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

Now Boarding 

 

Earlier this month, Maggie and I went to Mexico.  

Leading up to our trip, a few people asked if we were 

excited.  I responded with a “No, not really.  When we 

get there and get off the plane, then yeah, we will be 

excited.”  As we all know, anything can happen.  I 

always hope for the best and prepare for the worst, just 

in case. 

Mexico was sunny, hot and fantastic.  We stayed in the 

hotel zone in Cancun, at the Dreams Sands Resort and 

Spa.  Everything went off without a hitch.  The food was 

great, and the staff was amazing.  They couldn’t do 

enough for us. 

 

Maggie and I took the bus into downtown Cancun 

because Maggie wanted to do some shopping.  One 

thing I did notice right away was there are a lot more 

people in Cancun than in Elmsdale and everyone wants 

to sell you something.  We had a blast. 

 

When we checked out on Saturday, we bypassed the 

shuttle that would take us to the airport because 

Maggie wanted to check out the shopping at the 

airport.  All in all, we had a great time and yes, we will 

be doing it again in the near future. 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

Bye-Bye B 

 

We would all like to wish B (Brian Giddens) all the 

best as he leaves us to start a new job today, Friday, 

March 1.  B has been with us for four years and is a 

hardworking, dedicated employee and we will miss 

him.  Once again B, all the best. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


