
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

Well, hello 2019!  Whatever challenges you have for us, we 

are ready for you.  Whatever gifts you have for us, we are 

ready to receive them. 

 

Speaking of gifts, I received a very unexpected and very 

pleasant one just a few days before we left for our 

Christmas break.  I arrived at work to find a large, 

rectangular, garbage-bag wrapped gift on my office chair.       

It was clearly labelled with my name.  I removed the garbage 

bag to find a festively wrapped package inside.  Stephen 

Thompson confessed he found it at the back door when he 

arrived that morning and had no idea where it came from.  

I picked up the package and was surprised by the sounds 

my movements were generating inside the package. It 

sounded like it was filled with broken glass and bells.  

Everyone had a turn trying to figure out who delivered it 

and what was lurking inside the package.  Craig Isenor 

cleverly figured out that the label was printed at the planer 

mill.  We all agreed that Peter Dillman was probably the 

gifter.  We also agreed to wait until Chris came to work 

before we opened the gift.  Like the rest of us, she had no 

suggestions.  When I removed the gift wrap it revealed a 

handful of Christmas bells and a handful of decorative glass 

beads and taped to the middle of the package was another 

package.  I opened the second package only to discover 

another smaller, gift wrapped package.  Inside the package 

was a pair of sweet, snowflake shaped ear-rings. 

 

If you are a regular reader of this newsletter you might 

recall the stories about me loosing my gold earring at 

Renfrew Golf and Peter’s fake story about finding it (which, 

by the way, I bought hook, line and sinker).  It was one of 

my best laughs of the year.  So, Peter, you have evened the 

score and thank Maggie for me!  She did a great job of 

picking out and wrapping my gift. 

 

Until next month, look for all the smiles you can find.  It 

makes you feel better. Gennie 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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 Notes from the Safety Committee 

2018 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

   

Happy New Year!  New resolutions?  How about making 

safety a mindset! 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted 

on the bulletin boards around the property.  Please 

take a moment to review these and address any 

concerns with your supervisor. 

 

It is everyone’s responsibility to work as safely as 

possible.  Near misses are an integral way for us to 

learn and sometimes remind ourselves of the 

importance of being present in our jobs and always 

being safety minded.  We can do this by reporting and 

learning from near misses to ensure we (as a group) 

don’t make the same mistakes next time. 

 

As usual, the weather this winter has had extreme 

fluctuations.  Please remember to drive for the 

conditions, and slower is always better in the mill yard.  

Not only for your safety but for everyone else’s.  Snow 

and ice can have a quick impact on driving conditions.  

Adjust your speed accordingly.  

 

As always, if you see a safety concern or hazard, please 

report it to your supervisor immediately so it can be 

addressed.  We can’t fix it if we don’t know it’s broken.  

Let’s keep our work environment as safe as possible. 

 

Until next month, 

 

Craig Isenor, Angie Kainola, Brian Giddens, Mark 

Wilber, Don Isenor, Darren Isenor 
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Notes from the President, con’t 

 

Rob McIsaac, from Floors Plus, came out with various 

samples for us to choose from and assured us that 

our new floor will withstand our traffic for many 

years.  With the help of our team, the project was not 

nearly as disruptive as it could have been, and the 

new flooring looks great.  In this process, I purged 

my office and the girls have been yanking my chain, 

saying that you can see my desk for the first time in 

years.  Darren Isenor is in the process of installing 

new baseboards.  New lighting has been installed, 

the office has been freshly painted and we are 

enjoying our fresh look. 

RBC has serviced our financial requirements for well 

over 4 decades.  In my early days, bank managers 

(now called Account Managers) were assigned to our 

account and they came and went every 2 to 3 years.  

Our business is complicated, and everything starts 

with our Woodlands Department.  Purchasing timber 

from woodlot owners, building roads, maintaining 

roads, building bridges, developing forest 

management plans to grow better timber faster 

requires long-term planning.  Producing our 

premium products requires the attention of 

everyone in all production facilities.    

When we send a lift of premium spruce lumber to a 

customer, take a moment to think of where and 

when those logs started to grow and think of all the 

things that happened to produce our products.  I 

started this conversation by talking about our 

relationship with RBC.  In my early years, when bank 

managers changed every other year or so, I had to 

educate them on the complexities of our business.  

Over 20 years ago, Darlene Kinghorn was assigned 

to our account.  She was a quick learner and soon 

became part of the ELCO team.  Sadly, after 20 years 

with us, Darlene is retiring at the end of January.  It 

goes without saying, we will miss her immensely.  

Earlier this week, Darlene introduced us to her 

replacement, Brad Saunders.   

Notes from the President 

 

Happy New Year everyone and I hope you enjoy our 

first newsletter of 2019.  The new building being 

constructed over a large portion of our existing sawmill 

building is nearing completion.  We are all very 

impressed with Marid Industries Ltd., the steel 

fabricating company Lindsay Construction sub-

contracted to do the structural part of the building.  

Our winter weather did not appear to hold up their 

progress.  They were scheduled to install the main 

beam on Saturday, Dec. 22, 2018.  For safety reasons, 

no one was permitted inside the building while this 

work was being performed.  As it turned out, we had a 

weather delay and we were put off until the next day.  

They completed this portion of the project by 1:00 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec 23, 2018. 

The J.W. Lindsay crew is now putting the siding on the 

building.  If they keep up their current pace, they 

should be finished by the time you are reading this 

newsletter.  This leaves the final roofing, a couple of 

concrete floors poured, a few windows installed and 

our friends at Overhead Doors to come and install the 

garage door.  By the time you read next month’s 

newsletter, we are hopeful the new building will be 

complete, and we will undertake the huge job of 

dismantling the old building inside the new structure.  

We will install some sprinkler pipes and electrical 

fixtures while we still have the old building as we will 

have a roof to walk on, making installation much easier 

and safer. Dismantling and removing the old building 

from inside the new building will be somewhat of a 

complicated project.  I am sure it will be on the top of 

the list of conversations for the next several months.  I 

will endeavor to keep you posted. 

While we are talking about construction, the flooring in 

the office was 30 years old.  Tracking mud, sand, salt 

and dirt into the office for 30 years took its toll.  We 

have been looking at replacing the flooring for a couple 

of years, but the thought of the massive disruption of 

moving everything from one side of the office, 

installing new underlay and then moving everything 

back to the other side of the office and to repeat the 

process kept this project on the back burner. 
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 Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

As most of you know, we are spending a lot of time 

talking about Northern Pulp these days. It is very 

important we all understand the impact that a 

closure of the pulp mill will have on each one of us.  

All the sawmills in Nova Scotia depend on the pulp 

mill running as we are a very integrated industry.  

Currently, our biggest obstacle has been getting the 

required extension for Northern to build their new 

treatment plant.  Given the time to build the most 

technologically advanced plant available to science 

today, our environment, our fishing industry and our 

forestry industry will be protected well into the 

future.  Please make sure that all your family and 

friends know the facts about this project. I am sure 

Robin has this covered in his newsletter but just in 

case he missed it, you can login to   www.npcares.ca.  

This website offers you a letter you can forward to 

your MLA and the Premier. It is easy and quick, but 

most of all, it is very important that we get as many 

of these letters sent in as possible.  Thank you for 

taking the time to do this and if you are unable to do 

it via internet, I am sure Gennie will help you out.  

 

Until next month, remember, www.npcares.ca and 

we will all have a better future.  Derek  

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

After what I hope has been an enjoyable holiday 

season for everyone, I am happy to be back reporting 

to you in a brand-new year. 

 

With that, I will dive right into what is the dominating 

story of our industry.  I think it is safe to say much 

of the forestry industry will be looking at 2019 much 

like a stop watch counting down to the well-talked 

about deadline Northern Pulp is facing in 2020.  As 

this deadline creeps closer, our concerns for 

Northern Pulp, the forestry industry, and the 

province of Nova Scotia grows.  As I am sure 

everyone is aware by now, an extension is necessary 

for Northern to complete the new water treatment 

facility they plan to construct. 

 

 

Notes from the President, con’t 

 

Eleven years ago, Brad immigrated to Canada from 

Britain.  He was trained at Barclays Bank in England.  

Darlene and I coordinated Brad’s first visit with our 

Monday morning Supervisor’s Meeting so he could 

meet our team and get a feel for how we are all engaged 

in making sure ELCO remains successful.  I am sure we 

will have a successful relationship with Brad for many 

years to come. 

For the past several months, I have been working with 

some of the top players in the forestry industry to 

ensure that our message gets out about the potential 

closure of Northern Pulp and the havoc it will bring to 

the Nova Scotia economy.  We are starting to get our 

message heard!  I pledge to work hard to make sure the 

decision makers do the right thing and give Northern 

Pulp an extension so they can get the job done right.  

Northern Pulp has pledged their commitment to 

building an environmentally and financially sustainable 

business in Nova Scotia.  They understand the 

challenges ahead of them and they are prepared to 

invest substantially to design and construct an effluent 

treatment system that meets or exceeds all federal and 

provincial environmental targets.  Fingers crossed! 

Until next month, Robin 

Notes from Sales 

 

We have the New Year started and as in most winters, 

weather always adds complications in our business.  

From minus 20 to plus 10, from heavy snow to heavy 

rain, and all in the span of a few hours makes us quite 

a resilient bunch of people here in the Maritimes. 

Deliveries and job sites may slow down for a day or two, 

but we generally just keep rolling.  The markets have 

had a slow start in the new year, but we are feeling and 

seeing some good indicators that the market has 

potential for some mid-term price increases.  It is 

certainly fair to say that we don’t expect the big price 

increases of last year but at the same time, we expect 

decent market conditions for most of the year.  Let’s 

keep our fingers crossed. 

 

 

http://www.npcares.ca/
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  Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

This project is one of several plant improvements and 

investments the company has completed since they 

took over the facility.  I believe they inherited most of 

these problems, and regardless, the new ownership 

seems more than willing to fix them.  They are clearly 

committed to wanting to do business in Nova Scotia, 

supporting an economic network that reaches far 

beyond the forestry industry.  They want to improve 

the current water treatment system, allowing science 

and the environmental assessment process to regulate 

the project.  However, due to several complications, 

Northern Pulp is unable to do the job necessary in the 

time frame our government has set for them. 

Unfortunately, our Premier has been very clear that he 

does not intend to grant an extension.  I am not going 

to go into the details of the consequences to the 

industry and our province if Northern Pulp does not 

continue to operate, lots has been said on that.  

However, it seems to me that if we have a company 

willing to make the environmental improvements 

necessary and is also a company that is clearly invested 

and committed to doing long-term business in our 

province, it seems logical they should be supported to 

do so. 

 

An extension appears to be a small consequence in 

contrast to a Nova Scotia without the Pictou Pulp Mill. 

We are getting down to the wire folks, and we need to 

be clear to our provincial government that most Nova 

Scotians will not expect the fall out this mill closure will 

create.  An extension can be granted if an amendment 

to the January 2020 Boat Harbour Act deadline is 

brought forward to the house, agreed upon, and 

passed.  Anyone concerned about this and wants to 

help should reach out to their respective MLA, or 

Premier Stephen McNeil directly and urge them to 

support an extension to the January 2020 Boat Harbour 

Act deadline.  This can be done by simply writing an 

email or sending a letter. Your MLA contact 

information can be found using the following link:  

https://nslegislature.ca/members/profiles/contact 

 

Until next time, Jason and the Woodlands Crew 

 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

On the Move 

On Thursday, Feb 14 (Valentine’s Day), Whitey and 

his better half, Becky, will be moving into their new 

home on Grono Road.  To say they are excited would 

be an understatement.  Becky, not only are you 

getting a new home, but you will become a Grono 

as well.  

Nick and B have offered to help them move as they 

have experience at this.  I told them they only need 

set up the bedroom, then get out.  They both looked 

at me for a minute, then smiled.  I think they 

understood.  We wish you nothing but good times 

and good memories in your new home.  All the best! 

P.S.  If Nick and B are not back within a couple of 

hours, we will send Craig up to bring them back. 

Wing Fu 4 U 

On Thursday afternoon, I went to Wing Fu to pick up 

supper.  Upon entering, I ran into an old friend 

waiting to pick up supper as well.  Let me rephrase 

that, I ran into a “young” friend.  I told her my timing 

was great as she hadn’t got her order yet and 

possibly, she could pay for mine.  She said, “For 

sure!”  As we sat there catching up, I asked if she 

was still working.  She told me she was and that she 

had a late day and didn’t feel like cooking.  She 

asked me if I had the day off from the mill.  I told 

her no, I was there but I had an appointment and 

didn’t feel like cooking either. 

I mentioned that I see her “old man” around from 

time to time.  I told her that I suggested to him that 

he looked tired and possibly was ready to retire.  He 

told me that you wouldn’t let him.  She responded 

that she thinks he is too young to retire.  After all, 

he is only 55.  I told her what a nice thing to say 

about her husband.  Maggie has called me childish 

a few times, so I may be wrong about what she was 

trying to tell me.  As we continued talking, she told 

me her boys have flown the coop and her daughter 

was in her 2nd year at Dalhousie. 

 

https://nslegislature.ca/members/profiles/contact
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December/January 50/50 

 

Dec 7  Angie Kainola 

Dec 14  Anthony Stewart 

Dec 21  Anthony Stewart 

Dec 28  Jason Barr 

Jan 4  Greg Grant 

Jan 11  Leslie Isenor 

Jan 18  Gordie Beaman 

Jan 27  Jason Molnar 

January Anniversaries 

 

Jason Casey 18 years 

Tara Isenor 9 years 

Frenchie 21 years 

Robin Wilber 50 years 

 

February Birthdays 

 

James Hennigar   Feb 02 

Matthew Works   Feb 17 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

 

She also asked me when I was going to pack it in, and I 

told her I wanted Maggie finished work first and give her 

a couple of years before I am with her 24/7.  I figure I 

owe her that much after all this time. 

 

Her order was ready, and the server passed her 2 huge 

bags of Chinese food.  I mentioned it appeared to be a 

lot of food for two people.  She smiled and said Jon might 

stop in on his way home for supper.  As we said our 

good-byes, I said, “So, I will just tell the girl to put my 

food on your tab?”  She smiled and said, “Just let her 

know.”  It was great chatting with you Ann. 

You Are Good to Go 

I was in Halifax earlier this month to see Dr. Brown for a 

checkup.  He froze me and put a scope down my throat.  

He said everything looks great.  So, what I got out of that 

information is I can holler, yell and lose my shi# without 

any worries (to my throat) whenever the mood strikes.  

Not being able to talk for 4 days was tough.  Not being 

able to scream once in a while at work was even tougher.  

Dr. Brown asked me where I had to go to get home.  I told 

him Enfield and he said that I would be okay to make the 

return trip.  He said he has a cottage out by me in Enfield.  

I asked him where and he said Grand Lake.  I laughed and 

asked him where in Grand Lake.  When he told me, I told 

him he lived closer to Crosby than me.  “No”, he said, I 

am on the Enfield end of the lake.”  Once again, I said, 

“You are still closer to Crosby! 

Santa Came Early 

As some of you may or may not know, Sobeys borrowed 

ELCO’s trailer so they could enter a float in the Santa 

parade.  As their way of saying thank you to ELCO, on 

Friday afternoon they sent the office a huge tray of wraps.  

Luckily for the folks at the planer mill, the office staff was 

on their way to their Friday buffet at the Hilton Garden 

Hotel at the airport.  Bubba quickly detoured those wraps 

up the hill to the planer.  We wish to send a big thank you 

to Janet and the rest of the staff at Sobeys.  You made our 

day!  The wraps were delicious and Bubba, you are the 

best. 

 

 

 


