
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

I need help.  I find myself addicted to the havoc Trump is 

creating in the US and the world.  My efforts to turn away 

have included binge watching different series on Netflix.  

Recently, Angie recommended the series “The Fosters”.  It 

turned out to be a good diversion and I quickly breezed 

through the series.  I have since recommended this series 

to several others. 

 

Following “The Fosters”, she told me she is currently 

watching “The Blacklist”.  I can’t turn away.  It is 

ridiculously “black”, and the scenes are very, very 

gruesome.  My current dilemma is to figure out which is 

worse, Trump or “The Blacklist”.  Both make my stomach 

curl; both are addictive, and I can’t decide which is the 

worse of 2 evils.  So, if you are looking for some family, 

feel good entertainment, watch “The Fosters”.  As for me, 

now I have 2 addictions to overcome. 

 

Golf season is just around the corner and, with the closure 

of Renfrew Golf, many of us are now looking for a new 

place to test our patience and improve our skills.  I am 

grateful for the past 10 years of playing golf in Renfrew 

and I am sending out my appreciation to Blair Leighton for 

his hospitality and encouragement.  Blair needs to 

concentrate on his health and know that his course offered 

young and old, inexperienced and experienced golfers a 

place to have fun and for that we send him a great big 

thank you. 

 

This week and always, my thoughts and prayers are with 

my sister Debbie.  These past few weeks have been really 

hard.  Damn cancer! 

 

 

Until next month, Gennie. 

  
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Safety Committee 

2019 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 1 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted on 

the bulletin boards around the property.  Please take a 

moment to review these and address any concerns with 

your supervisor. 

 

We added a new member to our safety committee this 

month.  At one of our regular weekly meetings at the 

planer, the planer crew suggested they would like to 

have a designated safety rep in their building (we had 

previously thought we’d wait for the elections in August 

to replace Brian as we have two other safety committee 

reps in the planer several times each day).  Nick Miller 

has graciously accepted the nomination, and we look 

forward to having him on our committee. 

 

We’ve had lots of wet weather this month.  Just a 

reminder, please drive slowly throughout the yard.  Not 

only is it safer, but it helps keep the mud off the 

lumber. 

 

We continue to have lots of external vehicles in our yard 

as we work through the upgrades at the sawmill.  Please 

continue to be vigilant watching for visitor vehicles on 

the property who may be on site for the first time and 

are unfamiliar with our regular yard traffic. 

 

For our April committee meeting, our committee 

attended the Forest Safety Society’s AGM held at the Inn 

on the Lake on April 23rd.  This gives our committee 

some general information on WCB practices and trends, 

as well as an opportunity to hear what is happening in 

the industry from a Forest Safety Society’s perspective.  

We thank Al Angrignon and his team for the invitation. 
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Notes from the President, con’t 

 

During the evening, numerous certificates were 

awarded for the successful completion of many 

different types of courses available to firemen to 

enhance their skills as fire fighters and first 

responders.  I was also very impressed to learn that 

8 females are now full-fledged firefighters with the 

Elmsdale Fire Department.  It is encouraging to 

know our society is recognizing the tremendous 

value women have to offer in all aspects of our 

community.  Let’s face it fellows, where would we 

be without them? 

 

Several years ago, the Elmsdale Fire Department 

spent a Saturday morning with us as a site for their 

training exercises.  They used copious amounts of 

their equipment spraying water here and there.  

They also used this time to become familiar with our 

property, plants and equipment.  I suggest we host 

them again sometime this coming year (following 

the completion of our sawmill upgrades). 

 

Until next month, Robin 

 

Notes from Sales 

 

Lumber prices have continued to erode over the 

past month.  Spring activity has not been as brisk 

as it normally is.  Unfortunately, this is resulting in 

a buildup of inventories at the mill level.  Without 

orders, mills are offering lower prices for their 

products. 

 

However, there is some good news in all of this. 

Inventory levels in the distribution yards and the 

retailer’s yards seem to be very light and they are 

only buying what they need. Once the demand picks 

up for the season, prices should start heading 

upwards.  The other good news is we are starting to 

see the big mills in the west announce production 

curtailments, some of which are significant.  

 

Notes from the Safety Committee, con’t 

 

Sunday, April 28, 2019 marks the annual Day of 

Mourning to remember those lives lost or workers 

injured on the job in Nova Scotia.  We encourage you to 

observe a moment of silence to remember those lost.  

More information can be found at dayofmourning.ns.ca. 

   

Until next month, Craig Isenor, Angie Kainola, Mark 

Wilber, Don Isenor, Darren Isenor and Brian Giddens 

 

Notes from the President 

 

There is not much change to report this month on the 

Northern Pulp file.  The past month appeared to be 

vacation month for many people in government and 

Northern Pulp.  I am sure I will have more to report this 

time next month. 

 

The sawmill building construction is moving along 

quickly.  This week, Jason Molnar and the guys will be 

removing the last truss and roofing from the old roof, 

leaving a gable-end between the old building and the 

new.  There a few, relatively small, walls to be removed.  

A few light fixtures need to be removed and discarded.  

After a bit of clean up and the resolution of a few smaller 

projects, we will be ready for the delivery and 

installation of our new equipment this summer.  We all 

tried to visualize how the removal of the old building 

would play out.  I knew this would be a massive job.  The 

team of guys working on this task sure made it look 

easy.  It took much less time than I budgeted.  Very well 

done! 

 

On Saturday, April 13th, Chris and I were invited to the 

Annual Elmsdale Fire Department Gala event held at 

Shooters.  Bryon Allum and his wife Kaye were there 

representing Elmsdale Landscaping.  The Elmsdale Fire 

Department wanted to recognize both Elmsdale Lumber 

and Elmsdale Landscaping for our continued support.  It 

was a great event and we were both presented with 

plaques we will proudly hang in our offices.  I wanted to 

share this with you because I was very impressed with 

the number of young people that have trained to 

become members of our volunteer fire department. 
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Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

Hopefully, higher demand and lower production will get 

us back on the right track. The economies and housing 

markets are holding their own, so we feel we have a lot 

of potential for this to turn around sooner than later. 

Fortunately, we are still carrying a great order file and 

are not feeling too much of an impact just yet.  

 

The spring breakup is well under way and it won’t be 

long before the roads re-open and logs start flowing in 

on a regular basis.  It was a long winter with lots of cold 

weather, but hopefully we will transition to summer 

fairly smoothly. 

  

Until next month, happy fishing. Derek  

 

Notes from Woodlands 

 

If things go as expected and we will receive our tree 

seedling order this Monday from the Northern Pulp 

Nursery, our planting program should be in full swing 

next week.  The plan is to plug approximately 150,000 

spruce seedlings on our own holdings, including some 

on smaller private woodlots.  

 

A good portion of our harvest blocks do regenerate 

quite well on their own as we try and maximize natural 

regeneration as much as possible with our operations 

planning. However, from time to time, we will harvest 

areas of low-quality softwood and hardwood and those 

types of sites do not always regenerate well. Harvesting 

such stands is an important part of our forest 

management strategy as it allows for the establishment 

of the next generation of spruce with the aid of 

planting, if necessary.  Although we are harvesting 

trees, if we insure regeneration or planting follows, we 

are increasing the quality of that site where that ability 

would have been otherwise limited.  To be clear, by low 

quality stands I am not simply referring to trees 

Elmsdale Lumber is not interested in sawing.  There are 

forest types on our holdings not dominated by spruce 

that we consider valuable, not only for forest products 

but also provide a host of ecological values.   

Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

 

Instead, for the most part, I mean forest types that 

are declining because they are mostly made up of 

short-lived species such as balsam fir, poplars, 

white and grey birch, etc. and lack the ability to 

regenerate on their own with later successional 

species such as red spruce. 

 

In my opinion, harvesting these stands when we are 

able, and replanting is good practice for us to 

increase the overall productivity, sustainability, and 

quality of our forested holdings. There are a few 

challenges with this, however, it is necessary to have 

available markets to move low quality wood.  

Fortunately, we have access to these markets today. 

However, the continued availability of these markets 

will depend on the mills using these products 

continued success.  Also, it is challenging for ELCO 

to dedicate our own full-time harvesting capacity to 

areas that produce low amounts of sawlogs.  Hence, 

we need to either time these operations for our 

company contractors when our log inventories are 

high, or source the harvest areas to outfits that use 

pulp products, who in turn, will dedicate their 

contractor capacity to our blocks. 

 

This is just another example of how many forest 

management practices today are dependent on low 

grade wood markets.  For now, we will continue to 

improve our holdings and we will continue to plant 

trees. 

 

Until next time, Jason and the Woodlands Team 
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April 50/50 

Apr 5  Jason Barr 

Apr 12  Darrell Davis 

Apr 18  Jon Molnar 

Apr 26  Tara Isenor 

May Birthdays 

Greg Grant  May 15 

Warren Hirtle  May 15 

Chris Myers  May 27 

Craig Stewart  May 18 

 

 

 
Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

Until We Meet Again 

It is with a heavy heart that I am compelled to announce 

the passing of the Toronto Maple Leafs.  At the beginning 

of the season, showing so much hope and promise with 

the likes of Austin Powers, John “The Traitor” Tavares, 

Unsteady Freddy in goal, William “I Don’t Want to Play” 

Nylander, and Nelson “The Terrorist” Kadri, they felt they 

were poised to make a run for the cup.  Even some of the 

so called “experts” in the hockey world had them going 

deep in the playoffs.  Once again, they proved everybody 

wrong as they faced the Bruins in the first round and with 

a 3 – 2 series lead.  They, “‘em, excuse me, I had to clear 

my throat”, they choked, losing the last 2 games.  Head 

coach, Mike Bobcocky, is reportedly thinking about 

loading up his Ford 150, with his 50-million-dollar 

contract in the back and is heading out of town. 

911, “What’s Your Emergency?” 

Earlier this month, an ELCO employee’s wife had the day 

off from her job so she decided to catch up on some 

laundry.  Her hubby was out 4-wheeling, also enjoying the 

day off as well.  She loaded her washer, like she has always 

done a hundred times before, and pushed the start button.  

As she puttered around the house, she noticed it seemed 

like the water had been filling the washer for a longer-

than-normal amount of time.  She checked and the washer 

was full of water, but it was still pumping it into the wash 

tub.  She hit the switch to shut it off, but it wouldn’t stop.  

Now the washer was overflowing, and water was going all 

over the floor.  Try as she might, she couldn’t get it to 

stop.  She thought to herself, hubby’s away, what to do?  

She sized up her situation and called her brother-in-law 

and explained her problem.  He said he would be right 

there.  Upon arriving, he solved her dilemma as he pulled 

the plug and killed the power.  

 

 

April Anniversaries 

 

Darrell Davis  25 years 

Don Isenor  27 years 

Stephen Molnar 40 years 

Robbie Peters  20 years 

Amanda White  1 year 

   

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner, con’t 

911, “What’s Your Emergency?, con’t 

Upon hubby’s return home, she told him what she 

had gone through and he took her down to Berry’s 

that Sunday and bought her a new washer.  Rosy, I 

hope you and your new washer have many great 

days together and your floor always stays dry. 

 

 


