
 

 

Notes from the Editor 

 

October shaped up to be a very busy month.  Robin has been 

working diligently in support of Northern Pulp’s Effluent 

Treatment Facility Project approval and our administrative 

team has offered him their assistance with communications 

as he attempts to reach as many people as possible to 

respond to the Department of Environment’s call for public 

comment.  Northern Pulp is faced with the possibility of 

shutting down and leaving the province. If this happens, 

most of the forest related operations in our province would 

also cease to exist. Northern Pulp has completed 28 studies 

and 19 focus reports in the hopes of passing an 

environmental assessment. Northern Pulp has done their 

due diligence and engaged experts to determine the impact 

their new process will have on the environment.  All the data 

gathered as a result of the studies points to improved 

processes.  The science verifies this project will have very 

little impact on the environment. 

 

If you would like to add your voice, Here’s the link:

 www.novascotia.ca/nse/ea/comments.asp 

(hover your mouse over the link and then press Ctrl and 

click to follow the link).  In the “select a project pop down 

menu”, select Replacement Effluent Treatment Facility 

Project. 

 

We are preparing for things to go into high gear for the 

installation process of our new sawmill equipment 

beginning November 29th.  Our team’s extraordinary 

commitment to minimizing downtime has already resulted 

in a vast amount of preliminary work.  We have also been 

working with our team to organize the work parties 

necessary during the installation process and trying to 

minimize the lost time some others will experience. 

 

Aside from the “sweat equity” required, great lines of 

communications are also critical for success.  We have 

reached out to all members of our team to keep the abreast 

of our timelines for upcoming project.  However, if you have 

unanswered questions, you are welcome to call the office 

and we will try to get you some answers. 

   
 
 
 Until next month, Angie Kainola, Craig Isenor, Peter Dillman, Tyler White, Mark  
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Notes from the Editor, con’t 

 

As Derek has indicated in his newsletter article, our 

order file for this year is nearing completion and we 

are in negotiations for new orders.  As we take great 

pride in getting our lumber to our customers on time, 

it takes a lot of number crunching and speculating on 

production to determine when we will have produced 

the lumber our customers have ordered. 

 

October 31st also ends our fiscal year and we have been 

working hard to get most of the reconciliations done 

prior to our opening our new fiscal year for continued 

financial operations. 

 

And let’s not forget, Friday Oct 25 is flu shot clinic here 

at ELCO.  Our numbers have increased this year.  Yeah! 

 

You know what they say, “All work and no play makes 

Gennie a dull girl”.  Well, I believe in this theory and I 

took the opportunity to visit Hamilton, Ontario for a 

few days over the Thanksgiving weekend.  I purchased 

tickets to see Michelle Obama and had the pleasure of 

staying with Debbie’s sister-in-law Courtenay, and 

brother-in-law Harry during my stay.  Deb’s husband 

Ted tagged along to also enjoy a visit with his sister 

and brother-in-law.  Courtenay and I went to see 

Michelle Obama and Ted and Harry went to the casino.  

Courtenay and I were the winners of the evening. 

 

As Peter Dillman has been preparing to go on his trip 

to Vegas, he is excused from the newsletter this month 

and I am going to steal his portion of the newsletter to 

relate another story from our Hamilton trip (complete 

with pictures).  Enjoy your vacation Peter and we look 

forward to a complete write up in November’s Wood N 

You Like to Know. 

 

Until next month, Gennie 

http://www.novascotia.ca/nse/ea/comments.asp
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Notes from the President, con’t 

This month, I have a very important and urgent 

message for each of our readers.  After completing 

28 studies, earlier this year, Northern Pulp submitted 

an Environmental Assessment to the Department of 

Environment.  Upon reviewing Northern Pulp’s 

submission, the Department of Environment 

requested an additional 19 studies.  Experts 

anticipated it would take a year for this work to be 

completed.  The Department gave Northern Pulp 6 

months to complete the additional studies.  Northern 

Pulp engaged every engineering and consulting firm 

they could find and managed to complete the work 

in 6 months. 

The Department is now in the process of receiving 

public input and opinion.  This process will close on 

November 8, 2019.  If the assessment passes, an 

extension to the Boat Harbour Act will be required in 

order to complete the construction of the new 

$130,000,000 treatment facility. The provincial 

government is asking for public input through an 

online link or by written submissions to the Minister 

of the Environment. 

Here’s the link:

 www.novascotia.ca/nse/ea/comments.asp  

(hover your mouse over the link and then press Ctrl 

and click to follow the link).  In the “select a project 

pop down menu”, select Replacement Effluent 

Treatment Facility Project.  As Northern Pulp’s report 

reflects the data gathered from the conducted 

studies, we have taken the liberty of including a 

summary of most of the reported findings in this 

newsletter.  Feel free to use any one or some of these 

points in the comment section. 

 

 

Notes from the Safety Committee 

2019 in Review 

  Jan 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Feb 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Mar 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Apr 0 lost time 1 medical aid 

  May 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  June 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

   July 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Aug 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Sept 0 lost time 0 medical aid 

  Oct 1 lost time 0 medical aid 

 

The minutes from our last safety meeting are posted on 

the bulletin boards around the property.  Please take a 

moment to review these and address any concerns with 

your supervisor. 

 

We held our quarterly group safety meeting this month.  

It’s always nice to have everyone together for lunch, and 

it gives everyone in each of the plants a chance to see 

each other.  

 

Craig Isenor will be completing our quarterly inspections 

this month as we juggle some operational requirements.  

Thanks in advance Craig. 

 

We’re holding our Christmas party early this year to 

accommodate our operational requirements around our 

equipment upgrade at the sawmill.  Just a reminder as 

we slowly merge into the holiday season, always have a 

plan for a safe and sober drive home. 

 

Until next month, Nick Miller, Darren Isenor, Don Isenor, 

Craig Isenor, Mark Wilber and Angie Kainola 

 

Notes from the President 

 

During the past year, I have attempted to keep our ELCO 

team and our other newsletter readers updated on the 

Northern Pulp issue.  This important issue, which 

involves the entire Nova Scotia forest industry, will soon 

come to an end.  How it ends is yet to be determined.   

http://www.novascotia.ca/nse/ea/comments.asp
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 Notes from the President, con’t 

We were also responsible for the meals, homework, 

hockey practice and hockey games and in most cases 

each of us were going in different directions.  This 

made for a very busy week.  We love our boys dearly 

and would do it all again in a heartbeat, but we must 

admit we were a bit tired at week’s end. 

This newsletter goes out on the last Friday of every 

month.  November’s newsletter will be published on 

Friday, November 29th, the same day as we will be 

shutting the sawmill down to begin the process of 

installing our new TS Manufacturing and VAB 

Solutions equipment.  I will be crossing my fingers 

that everything goes according to plan and we get 

back up and running as soon as possible. 

I would like everyone to focus on the Northern Pulp 

issue and I will report more in the next issue of “Wood 

N You Like to Know.” 

Until next month, Robin 

Notes from Sales 

It seems we are starting to see some positive 

indicators in lumber markets.  After months of 

curtailment news in Canada, we think the inventory 

levels at the mill levels are at quite low levels. 

Demand remains steady and it mostly will for the next 

few weeks. The pressure treaters are poised to step 

in and buy and this will take more supply away.  It 

makes sense once we enter the new year, we will see 

a different and busier marketplace.  

 

On the home front we have, for the most part, 

completed all our last year’s orders and it feels as if 

we are sitting in the eye of the storm with not much 

going on. This will most likely pass very quickly as 

there is potential for a large volume of sales as the 

pressure treating programs come into play.  We have 

quoted more treater volume this year than we have in 

the past.  

 

 

Notes from the President, con’t 

The forest industry desperately needs all the support it 

can get.  I urge you to follow the link and ask your co-

workers, friends, relatives and neighbours to do the 

same.  Some folks in opposition to approving the 

project believe Northern Pulp will be sending treated 

effluent into the Northumberland Strait for the first 

time.  In fact, Northern Pulp has been using Boat 

Harbour as a treatment system for more than 52 years.  

The treated effluent then naturally runs over a dam and 

is released it into the Strait. After Northern Pulp spends 

over $130,000,000 of their money (not ours), a new, 

modern treatment facility will have been constructed on 

their site to treat the effluent and the treated effluent 

will be re-routed to another location in the Strait.  

Independent engineers (not employees of Northern 

Pulp) have concluded that 2 to 3 meters from the end 

of the diffuser pipes where the effluent is released in 

the Northumberland Strait will be undetectable. 

After dealing with this subject on a daily basis for nearly 

a year, I could literally write a book on the subject.  I 

have been quoted many times as saying, “No amount of 

jobs or money should ever throw the environment 

under the bus.  But not allowing Northern Pulp enough 

time to complete a $130,000,000 modernization 

project is not a good reason to lose most of Nova 

Scotia’s forest industry.  Please, please, lend a helping 

hand and go to the link and have your voice heard and 

counted. 

On a lighter note, earlier this month, my daughter and 

her husband took a well-deserved one-week vacation.  

Our grandsons, Tristian 9, and Ty 13, (and oh, yeah, the 

damn cat) came to live with us for the week. (Sorry 

Missy, but you did bite me twice).  Chris and I were up 

early to get them off to school and then picked them up 

after school. 
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Notes from Sales, con’t 

 

The USA market continues to be busy.  Of course, we 

would like to see higher prices but at least the volume 

takeaway is strong and that is always the first step in 

higher prices.  

Until next month, prepare for more good times ahead. 

Derek 

 

Notes from Woodlands 

With our log inventory at a healthy level and deliveries 

steady, the nice fall weather has put us in a reasonably 

comfortable spot heading into a traditionally wet time of 

year. We have settled into our fall harvesting blocks, and 

Stephen is in constant communication with our suppliers 

to balance our needs throughout the rest of the year. 

 

You may remember me writing last year about a new 

approach our Department of Lands and Forestry is taking 

with managing our forests going forward. This new 

approach is based on the recommendations from a report 

completed by Bill Lahey in 2018.  The basis of the 

recommendations involves what is referred to as a triad 

approach, which is made up of three legs; a high 

production forestry leg, a protected forest leg, and a 

matrix forest or a light intensity ecological forestry leg. 

 

It seems our government is committed to implementing 

components of these recommendations and has since 

setup divisions or teams necessary to do so. As the forest 

industry traditionally has been involved in the 

management of our resource, and can be considered a 

stakeholder, our hope is we will have the opportunity to 

be involved in this process as Nova Scotia begins this 

forest management shift. 

 

The Department of Lands and Forestry folks have already 

held some consultation sessions to gain insight from the 

various stakeholders in the province.  This is encouraging 

so far, as the concern is, changes this significant will 

undoubtedly affect every stakeholder one way or another. 

There are so many intertwining, moving parts to this, in 

my opinion there is a crucial need for this process to be 

transparent and have all stakeholders meaningfully 

involved as it unfolds. 

  

 
Notes from Woodlands, con’t 

Some components of this triad model are currently 

being implemented in an “interim bases” and as we 

begin to see how this may look on the ground or in an 

operational sense, there will be lots of questions along 

the way.  This “early sample” perhaps, also highlights 

a need for the process to be a dynamic, flexible model 

If it is in fact Nova Scotia’s intentions for the triad 

approach to create a sustainable balance between 

ecology and economy. 

 

Until next month, Jason and the Woodlands Team 

 

Notes from Peter Dillman’s Corner 

I am on vacation.  I will chat with you next month and 

I have given Gennie permission to fill this space for 

this month only. 

Notes from Selkirk, Ontario 

Selkirk is located 45 km southwest of Hamilton and a 

short drive from Dunnville, Cayuga, Port Dover and 

Simcoe. 

As promised in my newsletter article, I am taking over 

this spot to wish all the ELCO hunters’ good luck and 

safe hunting this season.  Over the years, many of you 

have stopped by to show me pictures of your kill.  For 

the most part, I have smiled politely and with one eye 

closed, I looked at your pictures.  To say the least, I 

have a hard time looking at these pictures. 

I had no idea the folks in Selkirk were avid hunters.  

As a guest in someone’s home, I feel it is only polite 

to “go with the flow” and participate in the plans your 

hosts have in store for you. 

As a picture says a thousand words, I am sharing a few 

pictures with you on page 5.  Draw your own 

conclusions. 

Have fun in Vegas Peter and we can’t wait to hear 

about your adventures.  Gennie 
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October 50/50 

 

Oct 4  Amanda White 

Oct 11  James Hennigar 

Oct 18  Jason (Bubba) Barr 

Oct 25  Angie Kainola  

October Anniversaries 

 

Gennie Himelman 27 years 

 

 

 

November Birthdays 

 

Leslie Isenor  Nov 21 

Ron Miller  Nov 08 

James Sawler  Nov 30 

Robin Wilber  Nov 10 
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 COMMENTS IN SUPPORT OF NORTHERN PULP 

1. Northern Pulp engaged independent consultants to consider, study and report their findings to the Nova Scotia 

Department of the Environment on the impact their project may or may not have on the environment.  These 

findings are reported in Northern Pulp’s Environmental Assessment.  I am not a scientist, but I believe in 

science.  

2. Top on the minds of Canadians and folks all over the world is “climate change”.  If Northern Pulp is forced into 

closure, the Forest Industry of Nova Scotia will take a dramatic hit.  Well managed forests aid in the prevention 

of forest fires.  Forest fires emit mass volumes of greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere.  Well managed 

forests aid in the prevention of massive pest outbreaks, killing trees of all ages.  When trees die, they fall to 

the ground and decay.  Decaying trees release the carbon stored into the soils and waterways.  Harvested trees 

can be turned into products which store the carbon instead of releasing the carbon into the atmosphere.  In 

summary, a healthy forest industry plays a vital role in climate change management.  I strongly support an 

approval of Northern Pulp’s Environmental Assessment. 

3. Nova Scotia Needs Forestry. Northern Pulp grows more than 6,000,000 seedlings every year.  That is 

impressive!  Treated effluent from the mill has been flowing into the Northumberland Strait for over 50 years.  

Northern Pulp’s plan is to re-route the treated effluent to a different location.  For 50 years, the fishing industry 

has successfully fished the Strait.  Third party environmental experts have assessed that no significant impacts 

are expected on any fisheries or fish habitat as a result of this project. 

4. Third party environmental experts have concluded the ocean water quality within 5 meters of the proposed 

diffuser will meet Canadian marine guidelines and there is no history of ice scour at the planned location of 

the diffuser.  Based on this information, I believe this project will have little impact on the Strait and fisheries. 

5. When this state-of-the-art wastewater treatment facility is complete, Northern Pulp’s environment footprint 

will be significantly reduced.  Forestry and fishing industries will be able to thrive and co-exist and finally, and 

very importantly, the Boat Harbour cleanup will begin and the community can begin to heal. 

6. I am proud of our forest industry.  The forestry, fishing, mining and agriculture industries have demonstrated 

they can work together successfully. I believe in the science.  The economy and the environment must work 

together. 

7. The pulp plant’s effluent has been flowing into the Northumberland Strait for well over a half a century and 

the fishing seems to be better than ever.  This project will be an improvement. 

8. Concern has been raised about the accumulation of materials around the diffuser.  A third-party consultant, 

Stantec, has conclude that it is unlikely that sediment will build up in either the near or far-field. 

9. The Lahey Report and good forestry depends on a market for the low-grade wood fibre in our forest and the 

major consumer of this product is Northern Pulp. 

10. Northern Pulp generates 90% of its power requirements from a low carbon, renewable resource and not from 

burning coal that NSP uses producing 60% of its energy. 

11. If Northern Pulp passes the Environmental Assessment, there is no reason not to complete the project. 

12. Anyone who thinks the white stuff coming out of the stacks at Northern Pulp is polluting smoke, it is 98% 

steam. 

13. Northern Pulp produces 23MW of electricity daily, most of which is green energy.  NSP would love to have this 

on their record. 

 


